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The Family Tree 

Matthew  Chapter 1  
 

Know what a ñtelescoped geneologyò is?  In a few words, itôs a 
geneology which skips a generation now and again, as long as it 

doesnôt affect the total picture. 

 
Thatôs what weôre about to look at in 

Matthew 1.  
 

But first:  
 

ü What is a geneology?   
 

Itôs a list of whom was born to whom in one family, from one 
generation to the next .  Also called a ñFamily Treeò, this 

factual listing of names spells out grandparents, great -
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and either adopted or natural -

born children.  It proves who might be qualified to inherit an 
estate.  Or it shows who might be a natural choice for a 

kidney transp lant.  Or, in this case, it proves Who is qualified 
to be the King of Israel.   

 
ü As a simple little exercize, try sketching out your own geneology back 

for a few generations:  

 

        
Your   Your   Your   Your  
Grand -  Grand -  Grand -  Grand - 
motherôs  motherôs  fatherôs  fatherôs 
Mother   Father   Mother   Father  

 

  
            
                                                    Your   Your   Your   Your  
                                                                Grand -  Grand -  Grand -  Grand - 
                                                                motherôs  motherôs  fatherôs  fatherôs 
                                                                Mother   Father   Mother   Father  
                                                               

              
      Your Motherôs Mother             Your Motherôs Father         Your Fatherôs Mother      Your Fatherôs Father 
        (Your Grandmother)             (Your Grandfather)           (Your Grandmother)        (Your Grandfather)  
 

          
                              Your Mother              Your Father  

    ______________   
You 

What is a Geneology?   



 

 
   

How far back can you go?  Iôll bet most people canôt go back 
farther than their great -grandparents.  Why?  Because it isnôt 

written down anywhere.  Not many fami lies have worked diligently 
to keep their Family Tree filled in.  But Jewish people did.  

Geneologies were intentionally carefully kept.   
 

Why?  There are three main reasons:   
 

1)  Because the land of Israel was initially parceled out by God to Jewish 

families.  The land was required to stay in 

the possession of that family.  There had to 

be proof of what fam ily you were a part of.  

2)  And because certain important positions in 

Israel were given only to people of specific 

heritage.  Priests, for instance, were all of 

the family of Levi.  Kings were all of the 

family of Judah.  Again..proof was needed.  

3)  And, also, b ecause a Messiah was promised 

to come some day to rescue the people of 

Israel from their sins.  And the Messiah 

would come from the family of David. 

(Jeremiah 23:5&6)  

 

NowéLetôs start looking at verses in Matthew Chapter 1.  After 
each verse of set of verses, weôll ask some questions and discuss 

it a little.  

 
 

 
Matthew 1:1  ñThe Book of the geneology of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

David, the Son of Abraham.ò   
 

 
 

Who are two major people in histo ry who are in the geneology of 

Jesus?  

Answer:   1.  King David -   The Jewish King of Israel in about 1,000 BC  

               2.  Abraham -  the first Jew  

“Behold the days are 

coming”, says the Lord, 

“That I will raise to 

David a Branch of 

righteousness; a King 

shall reign and prosper.”  

- Jeremiah 23:5 
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Weôll see from this geneology that David is a descendant of Abraham.  

And Jesus is a descendant of  David.  This will prove to us undeniably 

that Jesus was a Jew, and Jesus was qualified to be the King of Israel.  
 

 
 

Matthew 1: 2-6  ñAbraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jocob 
begot Judah and his brothers.  Judah begot Perez and Zerah by 

Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram.  Ram begot 
Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Slmon, 

Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot 
Jesse, and Jesse begot David the King. David the King begot Solomon 

by her who  had been the wife of Uriah.ò   

 

 
Two questions:  

a. Which names do you recognize from these verses?  

Abraham, Isaac?  Boaz? Ruth? David the King?  Solomon?  

 

These first few verses are chock full of Jewish history and Bible stories.  

The cover the period of time from when God chose Abraham to be the 

first Jew, Abraham offered Isaac upon an altar, Isaac was lied to by his 

own son Jacob, Jacob had 12 sons who 

were the 12 tribes of Israel, the whole 

nation of Israel was captive in Egypt, 

and then Moses freed them from 

Pharoah, and the people of Israel moved 

back to their land, the walls of Jericho 

came tumb ling down, and a sweet 

young girl named Ruth was saved from 

poverty by an older, loving man named 

Boazé.to the time when a Jewish man 

with seven sons saw his youngest son, 

David, a poet and a shepherd, crowned King of Israel.  

 

 

 

“And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Are all the young 

men here:” Then he said 

“There remains yet the 

youngest, and there he is, 

keeping the sheep.”   

I Samuel 16:11a 



 

 

b. How many women are mentio ned?  

Four, right?  Tamar, Rahab , Ruth, and ñher that had been the wife of 

Uriah (thatôs Bathsheba)ò.  But the interesting thing is that women 

were not usually mentioned in genealogies, because what always 

mattered in genealogies was who the father wasénot who the mother 

was.  But to God it always mattered who the mother and  the father 

were.  Why?  Because God looked for faith.  Mothers of faith raise 

children of faith.  Tamar, Rahab , Ruth and Bathsheba.  Not perfect 

womenéjust women who learned through some rough spots in life to 

trust in God.  Women of faith.  Read more about them in Genesis 38 

(Tamar), the book of Ruth (Ruth), Joshua 6 (Rahab), and I Samuel 

11&12 (Bathsheba).   

 

 

Matthew 1:7 -11 ñSolomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, 

and Abijah b egot Asa.  Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot 

Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah.  Uzziah beogt Jotham, Jotham begot 

Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah.  Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh 

begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah.  Josiah begot Jeconiah and his 

brothe rs about the time they were carried away to Babylon.ò 

 

 

These verses cover Jewish history from the time of David, the first 

King of Israel, to the time when the Babylonians captured the 

Israelites and carried them away to Babylon.  

 

Many kings of Israel are in this list.  Some were men of faith, some 

were not.  The ones who were not were the reason the Jews were 

taken captive.  They led their people to idol worship and choosing the 

things of this world over the majestic, glorious God of Israel.   
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Matthew 1:12 -16 ñAnd after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah 

begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel.  Zerubbabel begon 

Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim be got Azor.  Azor begot 

Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud.  Eliud begot 

Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob.  And Jacob 

begot Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is 

called Christ.ò 

 

 

These verses cover Je wish history from the 

time the Israelites were taken captive to 

Babylon  to the time when Jesus, the son of 

Mary, was born.  

That majestic, glorious God of Israel took His 

people to the depths of despair and fear as 

slaves in a foreign land, then led them ge ntly 

back to their own land, but kept them under 

the rule of pagans for 400 years.   After 400 

years He came to them, in the body of a 

baby, born to a young girl named Mary and a 

young man named Joseph.   From the 

beginning of time He had waited to come to  

them now with healing and love and 

salvation.  Even though they deserved His anger, all along He planned 

to show them mercy.  Jeremiah 29:10&11.  

Another question:  What does ñthe Christò (in 

verse 16) mean?  

ñChristò is the Greek word for the Hebrew 

word ñMessiahò.  So Jesus, born of Mary, was 

the Messiah.  And who was the Messiah?  He 

was the Savior promised to the Jewish people 

ï in fact, promised not just to the Jews, but to 

the world ï so long ago.  The fi rst time He 

was promised was just after Adam and Eve 

sinned in the Garden of Eden.  Genesis 3:15.  

And then throughout the Old Testament He 

was promised again, and again and again.  In fact, Over 25 prophets, 

in over 300 prophecies, covering a period of 1, 500 years, predicted the 

Jewish Messiah in the Jewish scriptures . 

“For thus says the Lord: 

After seventy years are 

completed at Babylon, I 

will visit you and perform 

My good word toward 

you, and cause you to 

return to this place.  For 

I know the thoughts that I 

think toward you, says 

the Lord, thoughts of 

peace and not of evil, to 

give you a future and a 

hope.”  Jeremiah 

29:10&11 

Over 25 prophets, in over 

300 prophecies, covering 

a period of 1,500 years, 

predicted the Jewish 

Messiah in the Jewish 

scriptures 

 



 

Matthew 1:17 ñSo all the generations from Abraham to David are 

fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are 

fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ 

are fourteen generations.ò 

 

Now weôre back to that term ñtelescoped geneologyò.   

Matthew tells us here there were 14 generations from Abraham to 

David.  14 generations from David to Babylon.  And then 14 

generations from Babylon to Jesus.  

 

But in fact, there were a few more than 14 generations from Abraham 

to David.  And a few more than 14 generations from David to Babylon.  

And a few more than 14 generations from Babylon to Jesus.  

 

So why did Matthew ñtelescopeò these generations?  Why did he leave 

out a few fathers, grandfathers, kings, etc.?  It was a common practice 

in genealogies in this dayé.and I think it was mostly because it was 

easier to teach and learn this way.  The geneology was not 

compromised.  It was just slimmer, easier to memorize.   

 

 

Matthew 1:18 ñNow the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:  After His 

mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she 

was found with child of the Holy Spirit.ò 

 

 

When did Mary get pregnant with Jesus?  

This verse says it was before she ñcame 

togetherò with Joseph.  In other words, 

before Mary and Joseph had sex.  Jesus 

was not the result of a sexual union 

between Mary and J oseph.  Mary is the 

only woman in history who got pregnant 

without having sex.  She was pregnant 

from a union of her egg with the Holy 

Spirit.  Unheard of?  Yesé.but promised.  Isaiah 7:14 

“Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a Son, 

and shall call His name 

Immanuel.”  Isaiah 7:14 



Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies 

“Chosen” – A Study of the Gospel of Matthew 

9 

 

 

Matthew 1:19 ñThen Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not 

wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away 

secretly.ò 

 

The woman he was engaged to marry was pregnantéand Joseph knew 

for sure he wasnôt the father.  What was Joseph going to do about this 

humiliating tragedy?  

He was a good man.  He wa s hurt, but not wanting to hurt back.  He 

actually had the right, from Old Testament law, to stone her to death.  

But he just wanted to quietly put her aside and put an end to their 

engagement.  

 

Matthew 1:20 -23 ñBut while he thought about these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, óJoseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she will bring forth a Son, 

and you shall call his name Jesu s, for He will save His people from 

their sins.  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: óBehold a virgin shall 

be with child, and ear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuelô, 

which is  translated óGod With Usô. ñ 

 

What proof did Joseph have that Mary had not done anything wrong?  

The scriptures.  It had already been promised that this would happen 

some day.  Joseph was a man of faith.  He believed Godôs Word.  

Probably he hadnôt really thought it would ever happen to him, but it 

had, so he reacted in faith ï he trusted that God knew what He was 

doing.  

 

 

 



 

Where else in the Old Testament had God given promises of this 

coming King?  Hereôs a few: 

Prophecy Where Itôs Found in 
the Old Testament 

Where it Came True 
in the New 
Testament 

He would be a man Genesis 3:15 Galatians 4:4 
 

He would be a Jew Genesis 12:3 
Genesis 18:18 

Luke 3:34 
Matt. 1:2 
Acts 3:25 
Galatians 3:16 
 

He would be of the 
the tribe of Judah 

Genesis 49:10 Luke 3:33 
Matthew 1:2 

He would be a King 
(of the seed of David) 

Psalms 132:11,12 
Jeremiah 23:5,6 
Psalms 2:6-9 

Matthew 1:6 
Romans 1:3 
Acts 2:30 
 

He would be a 
prophet like Moses 

Deuteronomy 18:15, 
19 

Matt. 21:11 
John 1:45 
John 6:14 
Acts 3:22-23 

He would be the Son 
of God 

Psalms 2:7 
Proverbs 30:4 

Luke 1:32 
Matthew 3:17 
 

He would be God 
 

Jeremiah 23:5,6 Acts 2:36 
 

Homage would be 
given Him by great 
Kings 

 
Psalms 72:10,11 

 
Matt. 2:1-11 
 
 

He would be born of 
a virgin 

Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:18-25 
Luke 1:26-35 
 

He would be born in 
Bethlehem 

Micah 5:1 Matt 2:1, 5, 6 
Luke 2:4-6 
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Prophecy Where Itôs Found in 
the Old Testament 

Where it Came True 
in the New 
Testament 

He would perform 
miracles 

Isaiah 35:5,6 John 11:47 
Matthew 11:3-6 
 

He would come 
before the 2nd temple 
in Jerusalem was 
destroyed (70 A.D.) 

Daniel 9:24-26 Historical fact 

He would be betrayed 
by a friend 

Psalms 41:9 John 13:18,21 

He would be rejected Psalms 118:22,23 
Isaiah 8:14, 15 
Isaiah 28:16 

Matt 21:42,43 
Acts 4:11 
Romans 9:32,33 
Ephesians 2:20 
I Peter 2:6-8 

He would be meek & 
mild 

Isaiah 42:2,3 
Isaiah 53:7 

Matt. 12:18-20 
Matt 26:62,63 
 

He would minister to 
Gentiles 

Isaiah 42:1 
Isaiah 49:1,8 
 

Matt. 12:21 

He would be smitten Isaiah 50:6 Matt. 26:67 
Matt 27:26,30 
 
 

He would suffer & 
bring salvation 
 

Isaiah 53 The 4 Gospels 

He would be pierced Zechariah 12:10 
Psalm 22:16 
 

John 19:34,37 

He would be forsaken 
by His disciples 
 

Zechariah 13:7 Matthew 26:31,56 

He would be crucified Psalm 22 
Psalm 69:21 

Matthew 27:34-50 
John 19:28-30 

   



Prophecy Where Itôs Found in 
the Old Testament 

Where it Came True 
in the New 
Testament 

He would have his 
garments parted & 
cast lots for 

Psalm 22:19 Luke 23:34 

He would ascend to 
heaven 

Psalm 68:18 Luke 24:51 
Acts 1:9 
 

He would have 
victory over death 

Isaiah 25:8 John 20:1-10, 19-25 

Gentiles shall seek 
the Messiah of Israel 

Isaiah 11:10 Romans 11:25 

Died for the sins of 
the Jewish people 
and the whole world 

Isaiah 53:8 John 3:16 

 

Matthew 1:24 ñThen Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him and took to hm his wife and did not 

know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son.  And he called 

His name Jesus.ò 

What do you think of Josephôs immediate obedience?  What does that 

tell you about him?  

He was a man of faith.  He wasnôt the physical father of Jesus.  But 

definitely he had a place in the Geneology of Faith.  

 

 

Questions for Personal Study or Discussion: 

1.  (:1)  Who are two major people in history who are in the geneology of Jesus?  

2.  (:2 -6)  Two questions:  

a. Which names do you recognize from these verses?  

b. How many women are mentioned?  
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3.  (:7 -11)  These verses cover Jewish history from the time of    

  the first King of Israel, to the time when the      

   captured the Israelites and carried them away to Babylon.  

4.  (:12 -16)  These verses cover Jewish history from the time the Israelites were 

taken captive to      to the time when    

  , the son of Mary, was born.  

5.  (:16)  What does ñthe Christò mean? 

6.  (:17)  Why did Matthew ñtelescopeò the generations of Jesus? 

7.  (:18)  W hen did Mary get pregnant with Jesus?  

8.  (:19)  What was Joseph going to do about this humiliating tragedy?  

9.  (:20 -23)  What proof did Joseph have that Mary had not done anything wrong?  

10.  Where else in the Old Testament had God given promises of this coming 

King?  

11.  (:24)  What do you think of Josephôs immediate obedience?  What does that 

tell you about him?  

Apply This To My Life: 

1.   Do you think there is absolute proof that Jesus was the King God had 

promised?  

We didnôt have to see Him born, or see Him perform miracles, or hear Him teach, or 

grieve as we watched Him bleed on the cross, in order to believe He was the 

promised Messiah/King.  We have the Word of God.  Just like Joseph did.   

2.  How could the perfect Son of God be part of the family tree of such imperfect, 

sinful men?  

His physical heritage was full of sinful men.  But He got His DNA from the Holy Spirit.  

He was perfect.  He didnôt inherit a sin nature from the sinners who were his 

grandparents and great -grandparents.  He was born completely and utterly perfec t, 

and lived His whole life never committing one sin.   

 

 



3.  How hard is it to obey God ï like Joseph did?  

Itôs actually impossible to obey like that ï at least itôs 

impossible in our own strength.  But when we read the 

Word of God, we are given a gift from God ï the ability to 

respond in faith.  Romans 10:17.  

4.  Can you remember a time when you struggled with 

tr usting and obeying God?  

5.  Why do you think Jesus waited so long to come to earth to save the world He 

made?  He made His first promise to come at the time Adam and Eve sinned in 

the Garden of Eden.  He kept promising over and over through the next 4,000 

year s.  Why wait so long?  

6.  Our title for this Matthew study is ñChosenò.  Who was ñchosenò in this 

chapter?  

 

 

 

 

 

The next three pages contain resources you may find helpful 

1. Geneology of Jesus in Matthew and Luke   

2. Kings of Israel and Judah   

3. Brief Timeline of Jewish History   

 

 

 

 

“Faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by 

the Word of God.”  

Romans 10:17 
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Geneology of Jesus in Matthew and Luke 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abraham 

Isaac      

Jacob 

Judah 

Perez 

Hezron 

Ram 

 

Amminadab 

Nahshon 

Salmon 

Boaz 

Obed 

Jesse 

David 

    Solomon              

Rehoboam 

Abijah 

Asa 

Jehoshaphat 

Joram 

Uzziah 

Jotham 

Ahaz 

Hezekiah 

Manasseh 

Amon 

Josiah 

Jeconiah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shealtiel 

Zerubbabel 

Abihud 

Eliakim 

Azor 

Azdok 

Achim 

Eliud 

Eleazar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthan 

Jacob 

Joseph 

                                                                           

God 

Adam 

Seth 

Enosh 

Cainan 

Mahalaleel 

Jared 

Enoch 

Methuselah 

Lamech 

Noah 

Shem 

Arphaxad 

Cainan 

Shelah 

Heber 

Peleg 

Reu 

Serug 

Nahor 

Terah 

Abraham 

Isaac 

Jacob 

Judah 

Perez 

Hezron 

Ram 

Admin 

Amminadab 

Nahshon 

Salmon 

Boaz 

Obed 

Jesse 

David 

Nathan 

Mattatha 

Menna 

Melea 

Eliakim 

Jonam 

Joseph 

Judah 

Simeon 

Levi 

Matthat 

Jorim 

Eliezer 

Joshua 

Er 

Elmadam 

Cosam 

Addi 

Melchi 

Meri 

Shealtiel 

Zerubbabel 

Rhesa 

Joanan 

Joda 

Josech 

Semein 

Mattathias 

Maath 

Naggai 

Hesli 

Nahum 

Amos 

 Mattathias 

Joseph 

Jannai 

Melchi 

Levi 

Matthat 

Eli 

Joseph 



Kings of Israel and Judah 

 

Year 

B.C. 

Kings of 

Judah 

Kings of 

Israel 
Notes 

What Book  

of the Bible? 

933 1 Rehoboam 1 Jeroboam I Division after Solomon I Kings 12-14 

915 2 Abijah       I Kings 14&15 

912 3 Asa       I Kings 15, II Chron 15 

911    2 Nadab     

910    3 Baasha     

887    4 Elah     

886    5 Zimri     

886    6 Omri     

875    7 Ahab     

874 4 Jehoshaphat        

855    8 Ahaziah     

854    9 Joram     

850 5 Jehoram        

843 6 Ahaziah 10 Jehu     

843 7 Athaliah    The only female ruler  

843 8 Joash        

820    11 Jehoahaz     

806    12 Joash     

803 9 Amaziah        

790    13 Jeroboam II     

787 10 Uzziah        

749 11 Jotham        

748    14 Zechariah     

748    15 Shallum     

748    16 Menahem     

741 12 Ahaz        

738    17 Pekahiah     

738    18 Pekah     

730    19 Hoshea     

726 13 Hezekiah        

721       End of the northern kingdom.  

697 14 Manasseh        

641 15 Amon        

639 16 Josiah        

608 17 Jehoahaz        

608 18 Jehoiakim        

597 19 Jehoiachin        

597 20 Zedekiah        

586       End of the southern kingdom.  
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Brief Timeline of Jewish History 

 
1. God chooses Israel to be His chosen people 

Abraham       2,000 bc* 
2. God rescues them from slavery in Egypt  

Moses        1,500 bc* 
3. God unites them as a Kingdom in the land of Israel 

David        1,000bc* 
4. God allows them to divide into two kingdoms ς 

The Northern Kingdom & The Southern Kingdom  900bc* 
5. God scatters the Northern Kingdom (called Israel, or 

Ephraim) by allowing Assyria to conquer it   700bc* 
6. God sends the Southern Kingdom (called Judah) 

Into captivity from the Babylonians    550bc* 
7. God frees Judah to return to their homeland ς 

But not a world power anymore     500bc* 

 Ruled by: 

  Babylonians 

  Persians 

  Greeks 

  Romans 
8. Jesus comes to be their Messiah    0-33ad 

 

9. The Romans destroy Jerusalem & the temple 

The Jews are scattered throughout the world   70ad 
10. LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΧōǳǘ ƛƴ unbelief   1948ad 

 

*Old Testament dates are 

approximate.   
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The Three Wise Gentiles 
Matthew  Chapter 2  

 
 

Our title for this chapter is a little play with words, just to draw our 
attention to a really interesting little 

tidbit from the Bible.  
 

Most of us know the story of the birth of 
Jesus.  Weôve probably seen many 

manger scenes, you know, the stable, 
the animals, Mary, Joseph, the baby in a 

manger, the three wise men.  Itôs part of 
the bedrock of our faith, so I donôt want 

to lessen the importance of th e story of 

the birth of our Savioré 
 

But, from Matthew Chapter 2, there is more to the storyé. 
 

Weôll begin with some definitions: 
 
¶ A ñJewò is a person in the Family Tree of Abraham.  Abraham was the 

first Jew.  

 

¶ A ñGentileò is anyone else.  

 

Now, on to Matt hew 2, verses 1&2 ï 
 

 
ñNow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 

the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 
óWhere is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen 

His star in the East and have c ome to worship Him.ô ñ Matthew 2:1&2  
 

The first couple of verses in most Bible chapters really give you a lot of 
interesting facts to set the stage for what you are about to read.  Letôs 

ask some ñjournalismò  questions and see what we learn:  
 

a.  When (when did this take place)?  Sometime after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem  

 

 

ñWe Three Kings of 
Orient areé 

 
Bearing Gifts We 

Traverse afaréò 
 



b.  When  (during whose reign) ?  During the days when Herod was 
King over Palestine.   (That puts this event sometime around 

0AD  
 

 

c.  Who  (who is this talking about) ?  Men from the East ï called 

ñWise Menò.  These would have been astronomers, or educated 
men, from the ñeastò ï east of Jerusalem.  Probably from the 

area which is present -day Iraq or Iran.  These men would not 
have been Jews.  They would have been Gentiles.  From an area 
of the world  where they did not believe in the One, True God.  

 

 

d.  What  (wha t were they doing) ?  ?  They travelled to Jerusalem 

because they had reason to think a momentous event had 
occurred for the Jewish people.   
 

 

e.  How  (how had they heard about 
Jesus) ?  How would they have known 
this?  They saw a star in the sky.  

When they co upled the sighting of this 
star with the facts they already knew 

(Itôs very possible they had copies of 
the prophecies of Daniel ï who lived 
and prophesied in their area of the 

world some 500 years before this ), so 
they realized the Jewish Messiah had 

arr ived.   
 

This Jewish Messiah was The One the Jews had 

been waiting for.  The descendant of King 

David.  The true King of Israel ï who was also 
God.  Interesting, though, isnôt it, that it was these three educated 

Gentiles who recognized this, and not the e ducated Jews who should 
have been holding their breath waiting for this Promised One.  

 
Why werenôt they?  Because the educated Jews had stopped looking 

forward to their Messiahôs coming.  They were much more interested 
in their political climate, and their  positions of power within their 

religious community.  They totally were caught unaware when their 
God visited them.  

 

ñKnow therefore, 
and understand, 

that from the going 
forth of the 

command to restore 
and build Jerusalem 

until Messiah the 

Prince, there shall 
be seven weeks and 

sixty -two weekséò 
Daniel 9:25  
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But the educated Gentiles ï at least the Three Wise Gentiles ï were 

fascinated with what they saw coming to pass.  They believed the 
Jewis h scriptures were true, and they acted on it.  Thatôs faith. 

 
What an interesting twist!  The story of Jesusô birth includes Three 

Gentiles with Faith in the One, True, God, and a whole nation of 
Jews without.   

 

The Three Wise Gentiles heard about Jesus by reading ancient Jewish 

manuscripts, and then seeing a star.   
 

How did you hear about Jesus?  
 

Iôll tell you my own story here, and then 
as you study this on your own, think 

through your own story.  
 

I donôt remember when I actually first 

heard the name of Jesus.  My family 
were church -goers from the time I was 

little, so it must have been then that I 
first heard people talking about Him.  

 
And I must have first heard the Gospel story ï the story of Jesusô 

birth, life, death and resurrection ï at some time in my growing up 
years, but again, I donôt remember exactly when.  I just know I grew 

up knowing the facts.  
 

It was when I was a senior in High School, though,  that I first realized 
the story of Jesus wasnôt just a story.  It was real.  And Jesus was 

alive.  And He cared personally for me.  It hit me like a ton of bricks 
one Sunday morning in 1965.  I was visiting a little Baptist church in 

Tucson, Arizona.  I sat in the congregation listening to a sermon 

preached by a Pastor named Dick Buck.  He was teaching from the Old 
Testament book of Nehemiah.  He was talking about this man, 

Nehemiah, in Old Testament times, who was chosen of God to get the 
wall built around the crumbled -down city of Jerusalem.   

 
I sat there that morning wondering if God had anything special He 

wanted me to do with my life.  I was a senior in High School and 
thinking about where to go to collegeé.and what to do with my life ï 

and I just wonderedédid God have anything He wanted for me? 
 

It was when I was a 

senior in High 
School, though, that 

I first realized the 

story of Jesus 
wasnôt just a storyé 



Thatôs when it hit me.  If God did have anything He wanted for me, 

how in the world could I know what it was?  I didnôt even know God.  I 
knew about Him.  I knew His story.  But I didnôt know Him at all.  He 

and I were strangers.  
 

As Pastor Buck continued to preach, I remember talking to God for the 
first time in my lifeéòLord, what is it You would like me to do with my 

life?  Iôm not much ï just a plain girl who tells a few lies and isnôt very 
good underneath the surface.  Iôve heard the storyé that when You 

died on the cross You paid the price for sin.  But, Jesusé.You died for 
me, didnôt you?  You actually died for me , not just for everybody, but 

really for me .  It was my  sin you paid 
for?  I havenôt ever realized that You are 

real.  Why did You die for me?  I donôt 
know why You did, but I would like to 

thank you for it.  I donôt know what to 

give back to You for doing that for me.  I 
donôt have anything You would want.  

Butéhereôs my life.  You can do anything 
You want with it.  I tôs Yours.  Iôm Yours.ò 

 
And that was when I first really  heard about Jesus.  My life has never 

been the same.  
 

When you really  hear about Jesus your life changes.  
 

 
ñWhen Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him.  And when he  had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 

born.ò  Matthew 2:3&4 

 
 

Why was Herod the king troubled when he heard about the visit of the 
Three Wise Gentiles? (Three Wise Men)  

 
Now i f we didnôt know the whole story already, we might think at this 

point that Herod was wanting just as much as the Three Wise Gentiles 
to find and worship this little newborn King, right?  

 
But most of us do already know the rest of this story.  We know that  

king Herod is eventually going to try to kill this little  baby ï because 
he saw him as a potential rival.  We know that king Herod was 

troubled because he was afraid.  Afraid that his own position of power 

When you really 

hear about Jesus, 
your life changes.  
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was about to be challenged by a myth ï a story f rom a book he didnôt 

believe in.   
 

Herod was a ñkingò of Israel, put in power by the Roman authorities.  
But he was not a man of faith.  He didnôt believe in the One, True, 

God, he just told everyone he did.  He wasnôt looking forward to a 
Messiah, a Savi or, to save him from his sins.  He didnôt even want to 

think about his sins.  And he sure didnôt think he needed to be forgiven 
of his sins.  All he needed was to get rid of all his enemies.  This little 

baby that was just born was definitely an enemy in h is eyes.  
 

 
Why did Herod want to know where the child was to be born?   So he 

could find him and kill him.  Just like that.   
 

ñSo they said to him, óIn Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by 

the prophet:  
 ñBut you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;  
  For out of you shall come a Ruler  

  Who will shepherd My people Israel.ò   Matthew 2:5&6 
 

 
The chief priests and the scribes knew exactly where the coming King 

was to be born.  How did they know that?  
 

It had been prophesied in Jewish 
scriptures.  It wasnôt a secret.  Anybody 

with a scroll of the prophet Micah could 
see clearly ï the promised Messiah ï the 

pr omised ruler of Israel ï the One Who 

would take care of all Godôs people ï was 
to come from Bethlehem, a little town 

five miles south of the Jerusalem city 
limits.  

 
 

ñThen Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined 
from them what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, óGo and search carefully for the young Child, and 
when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I cam come 

and worship Him also.ò  Matthew 2:7&8 
 

 

ñBut you, 

Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are 

not the least among 
the rulers of 

Judahéò  Micah 5:2 



First Herod determined what time this star had  appeared, so that he 

could know how old this child probably was by this time.  Then he sent 
the three wise gentiles on their way to find this little baby ï with the 

request that they send word to him afterwards so that he, too, could 
come and worship this  little miracle.  

 
Oh yes, he was lying.  

 
 

ñWhen they heard the king, they 
departed; and behold, the star which 

they had seen in the East went before 
them, till it came and stood over where 

the young Child was.  When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with ex ceedingly 

great joy.  And when they had come into 

the house, they saw the young Child 
with Mary His mother, and fell down and 

worshiped Him.  And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 

gifts to Him: gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.ò  Matthew 2:9-11  

 
 

 
The star they had first seen in their own land conti nued to lead them 

as they headed toward Bethlehem.  Until finally it came to rest right 
over the very house where Joseph and Mary and the baby Jesus were 

living.  
 

As they left Jerusalem and saw that star leading them, they were filled 

with joy!  The One Wh o had been leading them all this way was still 
with them!  They were being led by the One, True God!  They were 

fulfilling their purpose in life.  And they were about to meet this One, 
True, God, in the body of a Baby.  Cause for great joy.  

 
When they foun d Mary, Joseph, and the Baby, they fell down and 

worshipped the Baby, Jesus.   
 

They didnôt walk back outside and worship the star.  They didnôt fall to 
their knees, look to the heavens, and thank the One Who had led 

them.  They walked into this little hou se and worshipped the Baby.  
They knew the Baby was God.  They may not have totally understood 

how this worked ï but they believed the Jewish scriptures they had 

I know we all have 
seen Christmas 

pageants where the 
three wise men 

arrive at the stable 
and see the 

newborn baby 
Jesusébuté.Jesus 

was actually 

probably more like 2 
years old when they 

arrived.  
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studied.  They believed the Baby was the One Who had made the 

starséand had led them here.  And they worshipped Him.   (I know we all 

have seen the Christmas pagents where the Three Wise Men arrive at a stable in 

Bethlehem and worship the newborn Jesusébut just make a note here that Jesus 

was probably nearly 2 years old by the time the three wise ge ntiles arrive  -  see 

verse 16 below)  
 

They gave him their gifts.  Gold.  Frankincense.  Myrrh.  Gifts fit for a 
King.  

 
Now begins the unfolding of the story of Godôs hand of protection on 

Joseph, Mary and Jesus.  First, read verses 12 -23, and then weôll make 
a list of this incredible series of events:  

 
ñThen, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to 

Herod, they departed for their own country another way.  Now when 

they had departed, behold, and ange l of the Lord appeared to Joseph  
in a dream, saying, óArise, take the young Child and His mother, flee 

to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word: for Herod will seek the 
young Child to destroy Him.ô 

 
When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 

departed for Eg ypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it 
might be fulfilled which wa s spoken by the Lord th ro ugh the prophet, 

saying, óOut of Egypt I called My Son.ô 
 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he s ent forth and put to death all the male 

children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had determined from 

the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 

prophet, say ing:   
 

óA voice was heard in Ramah,  
Lamenta t ion, weeping, and great mourning,  

Rachel weeping for her children,  
Refusing to be comforted,  

Because they are no more.ô 
 

Now when Herod was dead, behold,  ad angel of the lord appeared in a 
dream to Jos eph  in Egy pt, sa ying óArise, take the young Child and His 

mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young 
Childôs life  are dead.ô  Then he arose, took the young Child and his 

mother, and came to the land of Israel.  
 



But when he heard that Archel aus was reigning over Judea instead of 

his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.  And being warned of God 
in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Gali lee  And he came 

and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoke n by the prophets, óHe shall be called a Nazarene.ôò 

 
 

a.  (:12)  The Three Wise Gentiles are warned in a dream not to go 
back to King Herod.  So they leave Bethlehem another way ï 

and donôt go anywhere near Jerusalem.  
 

b.  (:13 -15)  An angel appears to 
Joseph, warning him to flee to 

Egypt with Mary and Jesus.  
The angel tells Joseph that King 

Herod wants to destroy Jesus.  
Joseph goes.  
 

c.  (:16 -18)  Herod is infuriated 
when he realizes the three wise 
gentiles are not going to be a part of his plan to destroy this 

little King.  So he uses the information he 
had about when the star had appeared  

(about 2 years earlier), and he sends his 
soldiers to the Bethlehem area and orders 
them to kill all male children 2 years old 

and younger.  The grief and wailing and 
screaming of mothers and fathers and 

families must have been horrendous.  

 

I canôt imagine a man so evil that he 
would order such a thing.  
 

d.  (:19 -21)  After this wicked 
man, Herod, died, Joseph got another 

message in a dream from an angel, and was told it was now 
safe to take the young child and Mary and head back to the land 
of Israel.  

 

e.  (:22 -23)  But by now Joseph has understood that his job will be 
to safely guard this Little Boy given into his care, so he is still 

afraid to go back into the area near Jerusalem, because he has 
heard that the son of Herod is now King, and he doesnôt trust 

the son of Herod to be any different from his father.  An angel of 
the Lord confirms this fear as he appears again to Joseph and 
guides him away from Jerusalem, and into the area of north 

ñOut of Egypt have I 

called My Son.ò  
Hosea 11:1  

ñA voice was heard 
in Ramah, 

lamentation, 
weeping and great 

mourning, Rachel 
weeping for her 

childrenéò  
Jeremiah 31:15  
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Israel, called Galilee, where the Child will be well away from the 
evil political intrigues of Jerusalem.  

 

This is all we will learn about the early life of Jesus from Matthew.  

Luke, in  his Gospel account, gives a few more details.  But, for the 
most part, the Lord hasnôt given us much of a record of Jesusô 

growing -up years.  There have been documents written through the 
years which imagine what those years must have been like, or make 

up stories of Jesusô early life, but nothing 
besides Matthew and Luke are written 

accounts we can depend on to be true.  

The Gospel of Mark doesnôt deal with 
Jesusô birth at all, and the Gospel written 

by John doesnôt tell us anything about 
Jesusô early life except that He was God 

and He became flesh.  (John 1:14)  
 

 
Questions for your Personal Use or 

Discussion: 
 

1.  (:1 -2)  Lots of facts in these verses:  

a.  When (when did this take place)?   

 

b.  When (during whose reign)?   

 

c.  Who (who is this talking about)?   

 

d.  What (what were they doing)?   

 

e.  How (how had they heard about Jesus)?   

 

 

2.  How did you hear about Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  (:3 -4)  Why was Herod the King troubled when he heard about the visit of the 

Three Wise Gentiles? (Three Wise Men)  

 

 

4.  Why did Herod want to know whe re the child was to be born?  

 

 

ñAnd the Word 
became flesh and 

dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His 

glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten 

of the Fatheréò   
John 1:14  



5.  (:5 -6)  How did the chief priests and scribes know where the child was to be 

born?  

 

 

6.  (:7 -8)  What did Herod say he hoped to accomplish by sending the Three 

Wise Gentiles to Bethlehem?  Was he lying?  

 

 

7.  (:9 -11)  Why did it give  the Three Wise Gentiles such great joy to find this 

child?  

 

8.  (:12 -23)  Now begins the unfolding of the story of Godôs hand of protection 

on Joseph, Mary and Jesus.  What are the incredible series of events?  

a.  (:12)  

b.  (:13 -15)  

c.  (:16 -18)  

d.  (:19 -21)  

e.  (:22 -23)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apply This To My Life: 

 

9.           Was any of this left to chance?  

 

Nope.  Every second was planned by and protected by the One, True God.  

Remember, God is never up in heaven wringing His hands when some dark cloud is 

hanging over your life.  If you are a c hild of His, every second of your life is planned 

and protected by God.  

 

10.  Does it ever say anywhere that there were ñthreeò? 

 

Actually, no.  Our Christmas pageants have taught us there were Three Wise Men, 

but technically the Bible never says there were three.  Maybe there were.  And who 

cares?  But if you ever want to put on a Christmas pageant with Two  Wise Men, you 

wouldnôt be wrong.  

 

 

11.  Why did God bring the Three Wise Gentiles into the story?  

 

This is the coolest part of this story, I think , and the reason I named this chapter 

ñThe Three Wise Gentilesò.  If you will look up the verses below you will see that God 

made clear to H is people in Old Testament times that His salvation and His love were 

not just for the Jews.  They were for all the world.  Jews and Gentiles.   

 

He was never just the God of the Jews.  He simply gave the Jewish people the high 

privilege of introducing Him  to the rest of the world He had made and loved.  
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Jesus was the Messiah of the Gentiles, too.  

 

 

Psalms 72:10,11    ñThe Kings of Tarshish and of the isles will bring 

presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts.  Yes, all kings 

shall fall down bef ore Him; all nations shall serve Him.ò 

 

Isaiah 42:1   ñBehold!  My servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in 

whom My soul delights!  I have put my Spirit upon Him; He will bring 

forth justice to the Gentiles.ò 

 

Isaiah 42:6   ñI, the Lord, have called You in righteousness, and will 

hold your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the 

people, as a light to the Gentilesò 

 

Isaiah 11:10   ñAnd in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who 

shall stand as a banner to the people;  for the Gentiles shall seek Him, 

and resting place shall be glorious.ò  

 

The Three Wise Gentiles were the first of millions of gentiles who would someday 

bow the ir knee to the Messiah of Israel ï the King of the world .   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies 

“Chosen” – A Study of the Gospel of Matthew 

31 

 

 

Why Baptism? 
Matthew  Chapter 3  

 
 

 
About 30 years have passed since the end of Chapter 2.  

 
 

ñIn those days John the Baptist came  preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea,ò  Matthew 3:1 

 
 

Where was John the Baptist preaching?   Verse 1 says he was 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea.  Where was that?  Look at the 

map below.  

                                              Israel 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

          Jerusalem  
 

 
 

 

 
     

 
    
  Wikipedia map  

                                     
                                                               

 
A couple of things are notable about his location.   

 
¶ First ï it is away from Jerusalem.  This is significant because 

everything that happened religiously in Israel always happened in 
Jerusalem.  This is where the temple was, and where the center of 

religious power and authority were. The Pharisees and Saduce es and 

Approximately where 
John was baptizing.  



priests and scribes controlled everything that happened in Jerusalem.  
Why did the Lord choose such a ñnon-religiousò location for Johnôs 

ministry?  
 

¶ Second ï John the Baptist was in the ñwildernessò, meaning that he 

wasnôt in a populated area.  How did people even know he was out 
there?  Scripture doesnôt tell us many details, but it would seem that 

he simply started preaching ï somewhere along the Jordan River ï 
perhaps to the snakes and scorpions ï and eventually some traveler 
heard this crazy man out preaching in the desert, and spread the 

word.  What does this say to you about the ministry of John the 
Baptist?  

 

 

ñand saying, óRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!ò  Matthew 

3:2  
 

Johnôs whole message was one of repentance.   
 

John was not just telling people they 
needed to feel bad about their sin.  He was 

telling them to begin to search their lives 
and ask how they should changeéin order 

to g et ready for an unbelievable event 
which was about to come upon them.  They 

were about to see the Kingdom of Heaven 

come right down to earth.  They were about 
to be visited by God.  

 
 

ñFor this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:  óThe 
vo ice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make His paths straight.ò Matthew 3:3 
 

 
It was Isaiah, the Old Testament Prophet, who saw that someday 

someone would come who would get the people of God ready for the 
coming of the Lord.  I saiah 40:3.  Isaiah said Johnôs message would 

be:  ñThe Great King is coming!  Get yourself Ready!ò 
 

In Old Testament times, when a great and powerful earthly king would 

travel from one place to another, oftentimes there would be huge 
efforts to prepare fo r his arrival.  Sometimes roads were even 

ñPrepare ye the way 

of the Lord; make 
straight in the 

desert a highway for 
our God.ò  Isaiah 

40:3  
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straightened out or smoothed out so that the King did not have to 

travel on bumpy or crooked paths.   
 

John the Baptistôs message was not one of straightening out roads, 
though.  His ñstraighteningò was one of the heart.  In order to meet 

their King, the Jewish people needed to identify the sin in their lives 
and wrench themselves away from it.  

 
 

ñNow John himself was clothed in 
camelôs hair, with a leather belt around 

his waist; and his food was locusts and 
wild ho neyò Matthew 3:4 

 
 

He lived in the desert.  Alone.  He 

dressed in camelôs hair garments.  
Rough.  A leather belt around his waist.  

Not fancy.  And he ate the creatures of 
the desertélocustséand whatever wild 

honey he could find.  
 

Weird?  Yes.  Probably only crazy people 
lived this way.  

 
Significant?  Yes.  There were prophets of old who also had lived like 

this and looked like this, specifically Elijah.  John was bringing the 
people back to the basics.  He was forcing them, even with his dress 

and lifestyle, to remember the mighty God of Israel.  And to wonder 
what it would be like to stand in His presence.   

 

 
ñThen Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went 

out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their 
sins.ò  Matthew 3:5&6 

 
 

I think verse 6 tells us why this weird guy preaching in the desert 
became so popular.  Th e people came to John and ñconfessed their 

sinsò.  The Spirit of God was working in their hearts, they were hurting 
inside and knew they were filthy in the sight of God, they longed for 

peace and cleanlinessé.and wild animals couldnôt have kept them 
away f rom the truth John was providing.  Well, literally, wild animals 

ñBehold, I will send 
you Elijah the 

prophet before the 
coming of the great 

and dreadful day of 
the Lord, and he will 

turn the hearts of 
the fathers  to the 

children, and the 

hearts of the 
children to their 

fatherséò  Malachi 
4:5&6  



did live out there in the wildernesséso I guess wild animals didnôt keep 

them away, did they?  
 

 
ñBut when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 

baptism, he said the them, ñBrood of vipers!  Who warned yo u to flee 
from the wrath to come?ò  Matthew 3:7 

 
 

Not too impressed with them, was he?  
 

 
ñTherefore, bear fruits worthy of 

repentance, and do not think to say to 
yourselves, óWe have Abraham as our 

father.ô  For I say to you that God is able 

to raise up children to Abraham from 
these stones.ò  Matthew 3:8&9 

 
 

What did John tell them they should do?   
He told them to quit thinking that they 

had a special place in Godôs eyes simply 
because they had inherited Jewish genes.  So what if they were sons 

of Abraham?   So what if they were priests in the temple?  So what if 
they had religious power?   

 
They w ere sinners.  They needed to repent.   

 
What does repentance mean?  It means a ñcomplete turn-aroundò.  

Sometimes we think of repentance as feeling bad about something.  

But itôs more than that.  Itôs feeling bad about an action youôve taken, 
or a thought youôve had, or an attitude you have, and then doing 

something about it.  Turning around and going in the other direction.  
 

These religious leaders were so proud of their Jewishness!  But John 
knocked the supports out from under them when he said ñGod could 

raise up Jews from stones if He wanted to.ò   
 

 
ñAnd even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees.  Therefore every 

tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.ò  Matthew 3:10 

 

So what if they were 

sons of Abraham?  
So what if they were 

priests?  So what if 
they had religious 

power?  
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John is warning them that a day is coming w hen Israel will not be the 

people who show God to the World.  A day is coming when Jewishness 
will not be synonymous with worship of the One, True God.  

 
 

ñI indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, wh ose sandals I am not worthy to 

carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.ò  Matthew 
3:11  

 
 

Johnôs baptism ï going under the water and 
then coming back up again ï was symbolic of 

each  baptized personôs desire to be free of 

their sins ï to repent and look forward to the 
first coming of Messiah.  When a person was 

baptized by John, they went back home 
readyéwaitingéwatchingéfor the Kingdom of 

Heaven to arrive.  Watching for the Messiah t o 
come and save them from their sins.  They 

were ready to see Jesus for Who he was when 
He arrived.  

 
So what was Jesusô baptism?  What is John 

talking about?   
 

Johnôs telling his listeners that when the 
Kingdom of Heaven comes, when God Himself 

arrives (Jesus), He will have a whole new way 

to baptize.  Not water baptism, but Holy Spirit 
baptism.  

 
In other words, ever since the resurrection of 

Jesus, as people have believed in Jesus, they 
have been filled with the Holy Spirit of God.  Jesus ñbaptizesò 

(or ..immersesécompletely covers) each new believer in Himself ï with 
the permanent presence of the Holy Spirit in that believerôs life.  Water 

baptism was symbolic.  Holy Spirit baptism is real, permanent, and 
forever.  Johnôs listeners were hungry for something which would 

finally, once and for all, change them.  They had failed miserably in 
being the people God intended them to be.  They needed the miracle 

of God in  them.  Thatôs what was about to come. 

ñAnd John bore 
witness saying, I 

saw the Spirit 
descending from 

heaven like a done, 
and He remained 

upon Him.  I did not 
know Him, but He 

who sent me to 
baptize with water 

said to me, óUpon 
whom you see the 

Spirit descending, 
and remaining on 

Him, this is He who 
baptizes with the 

Holy Spirt.ò  John 

32&33  



 

Soé.is Johnôs baptism the same baptism practiced today when people 
get  baptized?   

 
The method is the same ï going under the water and then coming 

back up again ï but baptism ever since the resurrection of Jesus has 
symbolized the baptized person identifying with the Messiah who 

already did come (not waiting éwatching for the Messiah Who hadnôt 
come yet).  We donôt go home from a baptism waiting for the Messiah 

to appear.  He already has appeared.  We go home ready to do 
whatever it takes to let people know He has come.  And let them know 

they can repent of th eir sins and receive Him as Savior.  And let them 
know that some day He is coming again.  

 
Johnôs baptism had a whole generation of Jews waitingéwatching.  

Johnôs baptism didnôt save those Jews ï it was just symbolic of what 

was happening in their hearts.  
 

Todayôs baptism doesnôt save anyone, either.  It is a simple act of 
obedience, a symbol, again, of what has 

already happened in hearts.  Itôs a drama ï a 
way to witness to the world that God Himself 

has totally cleansed and come to live in a 
heart.  Itôs like ñraising your flagò, saying, ñI 

am a believer in Jesus.  He lives in me.  I want 
the whole world to know, so I am getting 

baptized as my statement to the world.  I am 
in Jesus now.  He is in me.ò 

 
 

ñHis winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will 

thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and 
gather His wheat into the barn; but He will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.ò  
Matthew 3:12  

 
 

Againéwhat is John warning them of?  A 
coming judgment.   

 
Actually, this is a judgment th at is still to come, even for us, 2,000 

years after this was spoken.  The miracle is that that judgment hasnôt 
come yet.  There is still time for anyone to believe in this Messiah of 

IsraeléMessiah of the world. 

ñôGo therefore and 
make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing 

them in the name of 
the Father and of 

the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teac hing 

them to observe all 
things that I have 

commended you; 
and lo, I am with 

you always, even to 
the end of the age. ô  

Amen. ò 
Matthew 28:19&20  
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ñThen Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by 

him.  And John tried to prevent Him, saying, óI need to be baptized by 
You, and are you coming to me?ô  But Jesus answered and said to him, 

óPermit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.ô  Then he allowed Him.ò  Matthew 3:13-15  

 

 

Why would Jesus need to be baptized?  Did He need to repent?  
 

This at first does seem confusing.  Because, of course, Jesus didnôt 
need to repent of anything.  He had never sinned.  But remember, 

Johnôs baptism, just like todayôs baptism, did not cleanse anyone from 
sin.  It was a symbol.   

 
So what was Jesus symboli zing to the whole world by being baptized 

by John?  

 
He was identifyi ng with Johnôs message.  The Kingdom of Heaven was 

coming.  The Jewish nation was about to walk right into the fulfillment 
of prophecy..and out the other side as a people who could live by faith 

in Jesus.  They could choose.  We know from history that many  of 
them did not choose to believe in their Messiah.  And weôll talk in later 

lessons about why they didnôt.  But right now, at the time of John the 
Baptist, at this point in history, the Jewish people had the opportunity 

to waitéwatchéand be changed.  Jesus, as a Jew, was identifying with 
His people ï agreeing with the message 

of John -  that now was the time.  
 

 
ñWhen He had been baptized, Jesus came 

up immediately from the water; and 

behold, the heavens were opened to Him 
and He saw the Spirit of God desce nding 

like a dove and alighting upon Him.  And 
suddenly a voice came from heaven, 

saying, óThis is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.ò  Matthew 3:16&17 

 
 

What happened after John baptized 
Jesus?   The Father, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus all appeared together to 

ñThe Spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon 

Him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and 

understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and 

might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and of 
the fear of the 

Lord.ò  Isaiah 11:2 



the world.  God Himself ï in three Persons ï was agreeing with the 

message of John the Baptist.  Now was the time.  
 

Soé.did John fulfill the job Isaiah had said he would do?  
 

As we go furth er into Matthew weôll see a little more about John the 
Baptist.  His story ends soon after Jesus begins His ministry.  

 
So did he succeed?  Oh, yes.  The Jewish world, in fact, the whole 

world, were prepared for the coming of the Savior.  The coming of the 
Kingdom of heaven.  Not everyone wanted that Savior.  But they all 

had their eyes opened to the fact that He was coming.   
 

How about the people who did  repent and begin to wait and watch?  
Weôll meet them later. 

 

 
Questions for Your Personal Use or Discussion: 

 
1.  (:1)  Where was John the Baptist preaching?  

 

2.  (:2)  What was he saying as he preached?  
 

3.  (:3)  Who prophesied that John the Baptist would come?  

 

4.  What did Isaiah say Johnôs job would be? 
 

5.  (:4)  What was Johnôs lifestyle?  Was that considered weird? 

 

6.  (:5&6)  Why did people flock to John?  
 

7.  (:7)  What did John think of the Pharisees and Saducees?  

 

8.  (:8 -9)  What did John tell them they should do?  
 

9.  What does ñrepentanceò mean? 

 

10. (:9)  What excuse might these religious men might have made for not 
having to ñrepentò? 

 

11. (:10)  What is John warning them of?  
 

12. (:11)  What was the purpose of Johnôs baptism?   
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13. What would be the purpose of Jesusô baptism? 
 

14. When people are baptized today, is it Johnôs baptism, or Jesusô 
baptism?  
 

15. (:12)  Againéwhat is John warning them of? 

 

16. (:13 -15)  Why would Jesus need to be baptized?  Did He need to 
repent?  

 

17. (:16 -17)  What happened after John baptized Jesus?  
 

18. Did John fulfill the job Isaiah had said he would do?  

 
 

 
Apply This to My Life: 

 
19. Would you be willing to eat funny and dress we ird in order to do 

something great for God?  
 

20. What would be a ñgreatò thing to do for God? 

 
21. Do you avoid repentance?  

 

22. How important is repentance in our every -day lives?  
 

23. Have you been baptized?  

 

24. Why or why not?  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies 

“Chosen” – A Study of the Gospel of Matthew 

41 

 

 

 
Temptation  

Matthew  Chapter 4  
 

 
Immediately after Jesus was baptized by John he walked right into the 

wildernessé. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ñThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil.ò  Matthew 4:1 

 
 

We might assume that it was Satan who was initiating this temptation 
in the wilderness, but what does this verse say?  It says the Holy Spirit 

led Jesus away into the wilderness ï to be tempted there.  
 

Now why would the Holy Spirit (Who is God, remember) want this to 
happen?  Why would Jesus (Who is God, remember) choose to be  

tempted?  
 

                                                     Israel 

  
 

 

  
  

  
  
 

   
  

  
  
 

           
  

  
  

 
 Wikipedia map  

Approximately where 

John was baptizing.  

The Wilderness  



We know God is goodé.so we believe there is some good which will 

come from this temptationé. 
 

ñAnd when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He 
was hungry.ò  Matthew 4:2 

 
 

He fasts for 40 days an d 40 nights.  In other words, He doesnôt eat for 
all that time, but instead focuses on communion with His Father.  

Sometimes it helps to look at the other 
Gospels to see if they give any more 

details about things, so look at what Luke 
says about this 40 da ys and 40 nights:  

ñThen Jesus, being filled with the Holy 
Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being 

tempted for forty days by the devil.  And in those days He ate nothing, 
and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.ò  Luke 4:1&2 

 
So if you take the Matthew account and the Luke account together, it 

says that Jesus was in the wilderness, away from people, focusing on 
His Father, not eating, and the whole time He was being tempted of 

the devil.   
 

Why do you think Jesus fasted?   Here are the reasons I can see:  
¶ He longed for time with His Father.  Itôs obvious from many other 

places in the Gospels that Jesus loved His Father deeply, and that the 
Father loved Him the same.  When you love someone you want to be 

with them.  You just canôt wait to see them.  You miss them when 
they are gone.  Jesus had been living on earth by about 30 years at 
this time.  Thatôs a long time to be away from close, personal, face-

to - face contact with the One you love.  
¶ He knew his ene my, Satan, was prowling around, looking for ways to 

destroy Him.  He wanted to confront Him.  
¶ He wanted to show the world what this was all about.  His life was 

not just a fake ï He truly was without sin.  He wanted to give living 

proof to the whole world ï and to all generations to come ï that He, 
even in a devastated, weakened state, would not sin.  

¶ He was initiating His earthly ministry.  This was its start.   
¶ He was proving He was God.  He would go from here to do 3½  years 

worth of gentle, beautiful, caring, miraculous things for many people.  

And He would do it all as a perfect man.  He was not just a wonderful 
powerful person.  Our world has seen a few of th ose, but none of 

them were perfect.  None of them were God Himself.   
 

Why do you think 
Jesus fasted?  
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At the end of that 40 days, when Jesus 

was totally weakened and hungry from 
lack of food, then we see the following 

exchange of conversation between Jesus 
and Satan.  

 
ñNow when the tempter came to Him, he 

said, óIf You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become 

bread.ô  But He answered and said, óIt is 
written, óMan shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.ô ñ   

Mat thew 4:3 -4  (Jesus quotes this from 

Deuteronomy 8:3)  
 
 

Satan told Jesus to take care of His 
hunger problem by turning a stone into a 

loaf of bread.  Jesus said no.   
 

ñThen the devil took Him up into the holy 
city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 

and said to Him, óIf you are the Son of God, 

throw Yourself down.  For it is written: óHe 
shall give His angels charge over you.ô, and, 

óIn their hands they shall bear you up, lest 
you dash your foot against a stone.ô   Jesus 

said unto him, óIt is written again, óYou shall 
not tempt  the Lord your God.ôò  Matthew 

4:5 -7 (Jesus quotes this from Deuteronomy 6:16)  

 

Satan took Jesus to a high place and told Him to throw Himse lf down, 
forcing the angels of heaven to come and rescue Him from death.  

Jesus said no.  
 

ñAgain, the devil took Him up on an 
exceedingly high mountain, and showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their glory.  And he said to Him, óAll these 
things I will give You if You will fall down 

and worship me.ô  Then Jesus said to him, 
óAway with you, Satan!  For it is written, 

óYou shall worship the Lord your God, and 

ñSo He humbled 

you, allowed you to 
hunger, and fed you 

with manna which 
you did not know 

nor did your fathers 
know, that He might 

make you know th at 
man shall not live by 

bread alone ; but 
man lives by every 

word that proceeds 
from the mouth of 

the Lord.ò  
Deuteronomy 8:3  

ñYou shall not tempt 
the Lord your God 

as you tempted Him 
in Massah.ò  
Deuteronomy 6:16  

ñYou shall fear the 

Lord your God; you 
shall serve him, and 

to Him you shall 
hold fastéò 

Deuteronomy 10: 20  



Him only you shall serve.ô  Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels 

came and ministered to Him.ò  Matthew 4:8 -11 (Jesus quotes this from 

Deuteronomy 10:20)  
 

 
The devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and offered to 

give them to Him, if only Jesus would 
worship him.  Jesus said no.  

 

What is the same about each of these 
three temptations?  

 
In each case Satan, who was created by 

Jesus, is assuming he has the right to 
te ll Jesus what to do.  He is acting like 

the creator instead of the created.  
 

In each case Satan wants Jesus to do 
something Jesus actually has the power 

and the right to do.  Make a stone bread.  Rule the kingdoms of the 
world.  Be protected by His angels.   Nothing wrong with these things.  

 
In each case Jesus says ñnoò by speaking His own words of scripture  

back to Satan.  He quotes the Bible as His answer to the temptation.  

 
In each case, the temptation was for Jesus to not trust His heavenly 

Father, but to trust Satan.  The temptation was to sin the sin of 
unbelief.  

 
In each case, Jesus does not sin the sin of unbeli ef.  

 
In each case, Satan keeps trying.  Until Jesus tells him enough is 

enough.  Then he gives up.  
 

What is different  about each of these three temptations ? 
 

The first temptation involved the simple, basic human need of hunger.  
He was being tempted to mee t His own need, but it wasnôt time to do 

that yet.  He decided to wait and trust his Fatherôs timing for this, not 

the timing based on His own needs.  
 

The second temptation was to exercise His Godly anger and prove 
Himself.  To show this evil angel Who He was.  But it wasnôt time for 

judgment ï it wasnôt time to prove Himself.   

In each case, Jesus 
says ñnoò by 

speaking His own 
words of Scripture 

back to Sat an.  He 
quotes the Bible as 

His answer to the 
temptation.  
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The third temptation involved Jesusô own desire to rule and take care 
of the world He created and loved.  But it wasnôt time for that yet, 

either.  It was time to trust God.  To wa it for His timing.  
 

And so he did.  
 

Why did Satan finally leave ? He left 
because he wasnôt winning.  He left to go 

make another plan.  He left to try again 
another way.  But mostly he left because 

Jesus told him to leave.  He was, 
actually, never the one who initiated this 

temptation, or prolonged it.  He couldnôt 
have come anywhere near Jesus unless 

Jesus allowed him.  And he couldnôt stay 

a minute longer after Jesus sai d leave.  
 

What Satan wanted was to destroy the power of the One Who created 
him.  He didnôt succeed.  But he didnôt give up, either. 

 
James, the brother of Jesus, in his letter to Jewish believers many 

years after the resurrection of Jesus, says ñTherefore submit to God.  
Resist the devil and he will flee from you.ò   How did James know that 

Satan would, indeed, flee after confronting a believer who would 
choose to submit to God and not sin the sin of unbelief?  Because he 

heard, after Jesusô resurrection, this story of the temptation of Jesus, 
and he knew that Jesus had revealed what Satan cannot win against.  

He cannot win against people who are willing to trust God.  To believe 
what God says in His Word.  To submit to God.  Satan runs from that.   

 

When t he temptation time was over, Jesusô own angels came and took 
care of Him.  Of course they were there all through this temptation, 

ready to jump in when their Master and Maker needed them.  But 
they, too, submitted to God and waited on His time.   

 
ñNow when Jesus heard that Joh n had been put in prison, He departed 

to Galilee.  And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet , saying: óThe 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, 

beyond the Jor dan, Galilee of the Gentiles:  t he people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the 

region and shadow of death Light has dawned.ò  Matthew 4:12 -17.  

ñTherefore, submit 
to God.  Resist the 

devil and he will flee 
from you.ò  James 
4:7  



 

 
After Jesusô trial in the wilderness, his ministry begins.  What is his 

message?    Itôs the same message John the Baptist has been 
preaching.  Repent.  Do an about -face.  Youôve been going in the 

wrong direction.  Get ready.  The Kingd om of heaven is coming.  
 

Why didnôt He just begin shouting ñHere I am!!ò  ñYour Messiah has 
arrived!ò  ? 

 
Because these people He loved needed time to understand.  He knew 

their limitations, and the power of the evil culture they lived within.  
He was givi ng them time to see who He was.  Time to respond by 

believing in Him, trusting Him and waiting on His timing.  
 

 

ñAnd Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon 
called Pater, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for 

they we re fishermen.  The He said to them, óFollow Me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.ô  They immediately left their nets and 

followed Him.  Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebed ee 

their father, mending their nets.  He called them, and immediately 
they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.  

 Matthew 4:18 -22  

 
Nowé His ministry begins.  He starts by  calling  His disciples together.  
What did He say to them which made the m want to follow Him?  
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He just called.  They responded because He had already begun to 
minister to them in their hearts ï maybe for years ï giving them a 

hunger for truth and for a relationship with God.  They responded 
because deep within them they saw this plain, ordinary man and were 

drawn to Him.  
 

They were drawn to Him because He was God.  He was perfect.  He 
was doing everything according to Godôs timetable.  They didnôt know 

it or understand it yet, but they followed Him.     
 

 
ñAnd Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their syn agogues, 

preaching the gospel of  the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness 
and all kinds of disease among the people.  Then His fame went 

throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were 

afflic ted with various diseases and torments, and those who were 
demon -possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.  

Great multitudes followed Him ï from Galilee, and from Decapolis, 
Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond Jordan.ò  Matthew 4:23-25  

 
Was Jesus  well - received as He began His ministry?  Why?  

 
Yes, He was.  Why?  Well, obviously, for one thing, 

He was healing them.  But more importantly, the 
power of God was reaching into human hearts and 

connecting with their deep, aching need for a 
perfect Savior to enter their broken world and 

change them int o the people they were always 
meant to be.  They had spent their whole lives 

scrambling after the things of this world, grabbing 

the stuff they thought they must have, believing the lies of Satan.  
They were desperate for belief in God.   

 
But would they t rust His timing?  Would they wait for Him to do things 

His way?   
 

 
Questions For Your Personal Use or Group Bible Study: 

 
1.  (:1)  Whose idea was it that Jesus be tempted?  

 
 

But would they trust 
His timing?  Would 

they wait for Him to 

do things His way?  



2.  (:2)  What did Jesus do in the wilderness?  

 
 

3.  Why do you think Jesus fasted?  

 

 
4.  (:3 -11)  Satan tempted Jesus three times.  What happened in each 

case? 
1.  :3 -4 

 
 

 
 

2.  :5 -7 

 

 
 

 
 

3.  :8 -11  

 

 
5.  What is the same about each of these three temptations?  

 
 

6.  What is different?  
 

 
7.  (:11)  Why did Satan finally leave?  (James 4:7)  

 
 

8.  (:12 -17)  After Jesusô trial in the wilderness, his ministry begins.  What 
is his message?  

 
9.  (:18 -22)  And as His ministry begins, He begins to gather His disciples 

together.  What did He say to them which made them want to follow 
Him?  
 

10. (:23 -25)  Is Jesus well - received as He begins Hi s ministry?  Why?  

 

 

Apply This to My Life: 
 

11. What does temptation look like in your life?  
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12. How have you handled temptation in the past?  

 

 
13. Have you learned anything from this chapter which will  

help you handle temptation in the future?  

 

 

 

14. Have you seen in this chapter why God might allow temptation?  
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Godôs Way of Blessingé.or Mine? 

Matthew  Chapter 5:1 -16   
 

 
Jesus has attracted great crowds in the Galilee area of Israel.  He goes 

up into a mountain ï not like the Rockies ï but more like the rolling 
hills of Brown County, Indiana.  He sits down on a hill, where the great 

crowds of people can see him, His disciples come around Him, and He 
begins to teach them.  

 

 
What is He going to say?  Is He going to say what all the Priests and 

Levites always say?  Be moral.  Do the right thing.  Quit doing the 
wrong things.  ??  

 
A new day has dawned.  Jesus has true and piercing things to say 

which have never been said beforeébut then againéthey have been 
said beforeé.in the scripturesé.but it has been a long, long time since 

anyone realized what the scriptures were actually saying.  

 



Up is downé.and down is upé..Things are different in Godôs way of 

thinking:  
ñAnd seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He 

was seated His disciples came to Him.  Then He opened His mouth and 
taught them, saying:ò 

 
1.  (:1 -10)  There are 8 ñBeatitudesò in this passage.  Take them one by 

one and ask yourself:  What about this statement is different than 
peopleôs usual way of thinking? 
 

a.  :3  ñBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.ò 

 
The ñpoor in spiritò are those who are spiritually bankrupt.  In other 

words, they have no ground to stand on in front of God.  They have no 
great de pths of spirituality.  No way to be proud of their relationship 

with God.  They are lower than the low. They have wrecked their lives. 
They are nothing.  

 
Soéour usual way of thinking about such people is that they are not 

worth even paying attention to.  T hey are losers who are not worth our 
time.  And certainly they will never have anything good in life.  Theyôre 

a mess.  
 

But God doesnôt think that way.  God says the poor in spirit are 

blessed ï or, in other words, -  the poor in spirit have reason to be 
happy.  For goodness sake, why?  

 
Because they have reached the point in life when they know they are 

nothing.  They can reach out in faith to the One who paid the price for 
their sin and believe in Him.  Because they know they are lower than 

the low.  All th e props which most people have under them ï those 
things which we count on to pull us through ï have been knocked 

away.  They know they need Jesus.  They know they have nothing else 
or no one else to turn to.  They can put their faith in Himéand inherit 

th e kingdom of heaven.  
 

 
 

b.  :4  ñBlessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.ò 

 

The ones who mourn are the ones who have had a great loss.  Surely 

there is no reason to be happy about this?  But yes, in Godôs way of 
thinking, there is great reason to be happy about thisébecause when 

you mourn you are in the privileged position of bein g comforted by the 



Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies 

“Chosen” – A Study of the Gospel of Matthew 

53 

 

Lord Himself.  He puts His arms around you and fills you with peace 

and joy.  There is no blessing in the world greater than that.  
 

 
 

 
 

c.  :5  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth,ò 

 

The meek.  The ones who just donôt have what it takes to put 
themselves forward and make things happen in life.  They just donôt 

have the courage or the self -confidence.  And everyone knows that it 
is the ñtype-Aò personalities who get the great jobs and who make the 

most money, can have the nic est homes.  The meek simply live quietly 
and usually under the thumb of someone else.  

 
So why would God say they are blessed?  Because in Godôs economy 

they are the richest ï because of what they will someday be inheriting 
ï not based on their own efforts,  but based on what God Himself 

desires to do for them.  He has gifts to give.  And homes to give.  And 

friends and neighbors and purpose to give.  
 

The meek canôt make it happen for themselves.  They have to wait and 
watch the Lord of the Universe do it for  them.  Blessed.  

 
 

 
d.  :6  ñBlessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be filled.ò 

 

Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are the ones who live in 
the midst of a sinful and filthy world and inside they are dying because 

they long to live somewhere else.  
 

The Psalmist said ñWoe is me that I dwell in Meschech, that I dwell 
among the tents of Kedar.  My soul has dwelt too long with one who 

hates peace.  I am for peace, but when I speak, they are for war.ò  
Psalm 120:5 -7 

 
He i s expressing his grief at the pain he experiences every day, living 

amongst people who do not love or believe in the One, True God.  He 
is injured by their hatred, their warring spirits, their ugliness.  And he 

hungers and thirsts for righteousness.   

 



According to Matthew 5:6, he is blessed.  Why?  Because that hunger 

will be filled.  Someday that hunger will only be a dim memory.  A day 
is coming when he will not be surrounded with sin, but instead 

surrounded by beauty and peace and harmony every day.  Blessed.  
 

 
 

 
e.  :7  ñBlessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercyò 

 
The merciful step away from revenge.  They offer forgiveness right 

away.  They are only a breath away from restored relationships.  They 
are not bitter.  Quite often they are taken a dvantage of because of 

their merciful hearts.  Sometimes you find yourself wishing they would 
stiffen up a little, and not be quite so ready to forgive and forget ï so 

that they wouldnôt get hurt so often. 
 

And most of the time, the merciful people I have known are the ones 
who have themselves experienced the most mercy from Jesus.  They 

know what they were.  They know of what they have been forgiven.  

They couldnôt think of holding a grudge, because He doesnôt hold a 
grudge against them.  

 
The merciful have  experienced mercy.  And there is more mercy to 

come.  Blessed.  
 

 
 

f.  :8   ñBlessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.ò 

 

The pure in heart.  Forgiven.  Pure because the blood of Jesus has 
covered over their sins, washed them clean.  They shall see God.  

Blessed.  
 

 
 

g.  :9  ñBlessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
sons of God.  

 
The peacemakers.  My sister, Susan, is a peacemaker.  She works 

hard all the time to bring people together, and to fill the holes others 
leave behind.  She is the oldest in our little group of 4 siblings, and 

she is the one who will call us all to let us know about family troubles, 
or get us all to a funeral or a wedding.  Sheôs a peacemaker. 
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I sometimes wonder if Susan is wanting our Mom and Dad to say to 
her: ñWell done, Sus.ò  But she never hears it.  They just expect her to 

be the peacemaker.  Itôs her job. 
 

But the peacemakers in Godôs kingdom will be called the ñsons  of 
Godò.  They will  hear ñwell doneò from the Father who values them 

very highly.  Blessed.  
 

 
 

h.  :10   ñBlessed are those who are persecuted for righteousnessô 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.ò 

 
And finally, the persecuted.  The ones who speak the truths of God 

and take a beating for it.  They are blessed?  Happy?  
 

Oh, yes.  You cannot read any church history book without feeling the 
ñblessedò persecuted ones jumping out of the pages into your living 

room and shouting ñit was worth it!!!ò  ñI would do it again!!!ò 
 

 
 

ñBlessed are you when they shall revile and persecute you, and say all 

kinds  of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.ò 
 

2.  (:11&12)  What two things are said in these verses which were wildly 
different than m ost of our thinking?  

 

Jesus goes on to expand on what He just said in verse 10 about 

persecution.  He again says how blessed it is to be a persecuted one.  
Nobody I know would agree with thatébecause nobody I know has 

ever been persecuted, and they are afr aid of it.   He gives us two 
reasons to be convinced that being persecuted is a blessing.  

 
¶ One ï You have a reward waiting for you.  

¶ Two ï You are in good company.  You are joined by the prophets of old 
who also were persecuted for telling the truth.  

 

Wow.  What a step of faith it would be to tell the story of Jesus boldly, 

everywhere, and look forward to the blessing.  
 

 



 

In summary, most of us reading this might agree that these 8 
Beatitudes are really great concepts.  So high and lofty and wonderful 

to think about.   
 

But in our hearts and minds we do not want to be blessed in these 
ways which God says are His ways.  

 
We want to be blessed with our own ideas of blessings, like:  
¶ With self -confidence and good decisions, not guilt or shame (éBlessed 

are the poor in spirit é)  

¶ With intact, happy families, free of tragedy.   
(éBlessed are those that mourné) 

 

¶ With growing and stro ng personalities which are able to navigate the 

rough spots of life without falling apart.  
(éBlessed are the meeké) 

¶ With good people surrounding us who have our same values  

(éBlessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousnessé) 

¶ With hearts full of love, but never being taken advantage of  
(éBlessed are the mercifulé) 

¶ With someone else tackling the hard things, and making the world 

peaceful for us  
(éBlessed are the peacemakersé) 

¶ With friends and neighbors who value us and listen to us and never 

make f un of us or persecute us.  

(éBlessed are those who are persecuted for righteousnessô 
sakeé)  

 

 Should we want  to be blessed in Godôs way?  Should we seek it?  Or 
should we hope God doesnôt bless us that much? 

 
 

 
ñYou are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall 

it be seasoned?  It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by men.ò 

 
3.  (:13)  What does it mean to be the ñsalt of the earthò? 

 
Salt seasons or preserves.  It keeps the food palatable.  It keeps 

things  from spoiling.   
 

So if we are the ñsaltò in this world, then we are pretty valuable, arenôt 
we?  We keep life from being totally unbearable.  We keep life going.  
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So what is it that would make us lose our ñsaltinessò?  I think Jesus is 
directly re ferring to the Beatitudes above when He says we are ñsaltò, 

and also in the next verse when He says we are ñlightò.  I think Heôs 
saying we need to be ñblessedò in Godôs ways in order to keep the 

world intact.  We lose our ñsaltinessò when we fight hard to have our 
blessings come in the way we think they should come.   I think Heôs 

challenging us to accept the ñblessingsò we may not wanté.so that we 
can be used of Him to make a difference in our hurting, injured world.  

 
 

 
ñYou are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it gives light all who are in the house.  Let your light 

so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify 

your Fath er in heaven.ò 
 

4.  (:14 -16)  What does it mean to be ñlightò? 

 

We all know what light is.  It tells us whatôs out there.  It makes us 
feel safe.  It keeps us from stumbling.  You donôt hide a light, you lift it 

up.  In the same way, as a believer in Jesus, yo u donôt hide yourself 
by putting a wall up around you ï keeping out all possible hurt.  You 

allow yourself to be lifted up so that the world can see that Jesus is 
sufficient for every need ï He can heal the deepest wound.  The world 

canôt see that if we only tell them it is true.  They can see that when 
they watch us go through it.  

 
Apply This To My Life: 

 
5.  So, should we want  to be blessed in Godôs way?  Should we seek it?  

Or should we hope God doesnôt bless us that much?    
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Up is Downé.Down is Up 

Matthew  Chapter 5:17 -48   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Review:  Remember, todayôs passage, the rest of Matthew 5, is just a 

continuation of what we saw in the first part of Matthew.  Jesus is 
preaching the ñSermon on the Mountò.  He has just finished teaching 

the ñBeatitudesò ï explaining Godôs thinking on what a blessing really 

is....and now He is about to rock our world with His thoughts on what 
righteousness really isé.be prepared to be shocked! 

 
 



 

 
 

 
1.  (:17 -19)  How important did Jesus think the Old Testament  was?  

 
Well, the passage gives the simple answer ï Jesus considered the Old 

Testament very accurate, very true, and very timeless.  He did not 
come to show that the Old Testament wasnôt important any more. 

 
Why is this necessary for us to know?  Because ma ny people at that 

time were soon going to be saying that Jesus was setting aside all they 
knew to be true, and was teaching a whole new set of truths.  Once 

His ministry got going in full speed, they were going to be hesitating to 
believe He was God becaus e it would seem He was teaching things 

contrary to what God had already told them.   
 

For instance, Jesus wasnôt going to keep all the rules about the 
Sabbath.  He was going to heal on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:9 -14), 

and hadnôt God told them not to do any work on the Sabbath?  His 

disciples were at one point going to eat ears of corn plucked from the 
fields on the Sabbath, (Matthew 12:1 -8) and again, hadnôt God told 

them not to do any work on the Sabbath?  He soon would tell a man to 
pick up his bed and carr y it on the Sabbath (John 5:1 -18), and again, 

hadnôt God told them not to do any work on the Sabbath? 
 

You see, what Jesusô enemies were going to say about Him was that 
He couldnôt possibly be God, as He claimed, because He did not keep 

the very rules God had given.   
 

But in this passage, Matthew 5:17 -19, Jesus dispels that untruth 
before it even gets started.  He is proclaiming from the start that 

every word, every letter, and every little grammatical mark, are 
supremely important in the Old Testament, be cause it is, indeed, the 

very Words of God.  Timeless.  Never out of date.  

 
So why did Jesus go against the law?  Why did He heal on the 

Sabbath?  Because it never was against Godôs law to heal on the 
Sabbath.  Men had made up their own laws about the Sabb ath, and 

then had begun to say those laws they made up were actually the laws 
God had given them.  Jesus didnôt go against Godôs laws.  He went 

against the proud, arrogant laws of men.  
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And how important are the true laws of God?  If anyone breaks one of 

Godôs laws, or teaches others to do so, heôs the lowest of low in Godôs 
kingdom.  (:19)  

 
 

 
2.  Did He come to put aside the Old Testament?  

 
No.  Absolutely not.  But He did come to put aside the laws of mené 

éwatch and see what Godôs laws really meant before men messed 
them up with their own ideasé. 

 
 

3.  (:20)  Here is the most important verse in the whole chapter.  It 
explains all the other things Jesus is going to say in this chapter.  Put 

it into your own words.  

 

Hereôs what the NKVJ says:  ñFor I say unto you, that unless your 
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 

you will by no means enter the kingdom of heavenò 
 

My own words:  You wonôt even get into heaven at all unless you are 
perfect.  

 
What?  Who can be perfect?  

 
 

4.  (:21 -25)  T he old way of thinking said  Do not murder.  

 

 
But Jesus said: Do not even be angry with anyone, or you will be 

just as guilty as if you had murdered them.   In addition, if 
someone does something bad to you, donôt let it simmer.  Be 

reconciled.  
 

What?  How  can I help but be angry with someone who hurts me?  

Thatôs impossible. 
 

 
5.  (:27 -30)  The old way of thinking said Do not commit adultery.  

(adultery is being married to one person, but being intimate with 
another)  

 

But Jesus said: If you even let yourself d esire someone you are 
not married to, you have committed adultery.  It would be better 



for you to get rid of your eyes rather that to use your eyes and 

commit adultery,  
 

What?  My thoughts are just as bad as my actions?   Iôm doomed. 
 

 
6.  (:31& 32)  The old way of thinking said If you want to divorce your 

wife, you can, but you have to do it legallyéyou have to give her a 
piece of paper that says she is free of you.  You canôt just walk away 
from her.  

 
 

But Jesus said:  If you do give your wife t hat slip of paper, you 
are still putting her in the horrible position of being an adulteress 

if she marries again.  The slip of paper doesnôt dissolve the 
marriage.  And if you marry someone who has been divorced, 

the same applies to youé.you also are committing adultery.  

 
What?  Thereôs no legal way out of a marriage?  I canôt live like that! 

 
 

7.  (:33 -37)  The old way of thinking said If you swear to do something 
you must perform it.  

 

 

But Jesus said: Donôt swear to do anything.  Just a ñyesò or a 
ñnoò is sufficient.  Your word should be worth something.  

 
What?  Other people may not think my word is worth that much.  I 

need something else to lend power to my words.  You are taking away 
my ability to do businesséto get what I want in the world. 

 
 

8.  (:38 -42)  T he old way of thinking said If someone hurts you, you can 
hurt them back.  

 
 

But Jesus said: If someone hurts you, love them.  Give to them.  
Take care of them.  Do more than they ask.  

 
What?  OK ï thatôs going too far.  No one can be expected to do that. 

 
 

 
 



Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies 

“Chosen” – A Study of the Gospel of Matthew 

63 

 

 

 
 

9.  (:43 -48)  The old way of thinking said Love those who love you.  Hate 
those who hate you.  

 

 
But Jesus said: Love those who hate you.  

 

What?  I canôt do that.  I donôt have it in me.   
 

 
What are you saying Jesus?  ñTherefore you shall be perfect, just as 

your Father in heaven is perfect.ò 
 

Be perfect?  Likeésinless?  Be just like God, all the time?   
 

I canôt. 
 

No.  We canôt.  Thatôs why Jesus came.  To be perfect.   
 

Because when the perfect Son of God would die on that awful cross, 
He would offer  His death as the payment for my imperfection.  And if I 

accept His offer, believe He did that for me, then His perfection will 

cover my life.   
 

And I will be perfect in the eyes of God, because when God looks at 
me He will see the perfection of His Son c overing my life.  

 
And I will be welcome in the kingdom of heaven.  Perfect because of 

Jesus.  
 

This is what He was telling them in the Sermon on the Mount.  He was 
telling them what He was about to do, and why He was about to do it.  

He was telling them UP is DOWN, and DOWN is UPé.Righteousness is 
not what you thought it wasé.and He was the solution to the problem. 

 
¶ Do I have anger problems?  The perfect Son of God can save me.  

¶ Do I have sexual thought problems?  The perfect Son of God can save 
me.  

¶ Have I di vorcedéremarriedécommitted adultery?  The perfect Son of 
God can save me.  

¶ Do I have to swear on a stack of Bibles because my word is worth 
nothing?  The perfect Son of God can save me.  



¶ Do I find myself hurting others because they have hurt me?  The 
perfect  Son of God can save me.  

¶ Do I love those who love me, but hate those who hate me?  The 
perfect Son of God can save me.  

 
 

 
Apply This to My Life: 

 
10. Do you consider yourself a righteous person?  

 
11. How do you measure up to the Old School way of thinking about 

righteousness?  
 

12. How do you measure up to Jesusô statements about righteousness? 

 

 
13. If you donôt measure up well to righteousness as Jesus says it is, what 

can you do about it?   

 

 
14. If the people you know donôt measure up to Jesusô righteousness, can 

you chan ge them?  Who can?  
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Itôs Personal 

Matthew Chapter 6 
 

Matthew 6 is right in the middle of Jesusô Sermon on the Mount.  The 
location is the same as in Chapter 5:  

 

 
Weôre going to divide Matthew 6 up into segments: 
¶ :1 -4     Donôt do good deeds for your own benefit  

¶ :5 -15   Donôt just say words when you pray 
¶ :16 -18  Do some things in secret  
¶ :19 -21  Donôt invest in this life 

¶ :22 -23  Donôt go about blind 
¶ :24   Choose whom you will serve  

¶ :25 -34  Donôt sell God short 

 



 

Each of these sections, if learned and turned into actions by us, will 
change our ñreligionò to ñrelationshipò.   Jesus did not want us to just 

be moral, or just be kind, or just be good, or just witness to others, or 
just teach the truth, or just perform religious acts.  He want ed us to 

know Him, trust Him, and depend on Him for our every breath.  Thatôs 
the only way we can do what Matthew 6 teaches.   This is not just a 

story ï itôs personal. 
 

 
 

As you read through each of the following sections, write down ideas 
of what you nee d to change, or do differently because of what you 

hear Jesus saying:   
 

(each person is going to have his/her own ideas of how to apply these 

passages.  If you are using this study in a group, talk through each 
passage so you are sure everyone understands  what is being said, 

then ask people to respond individually and tell how they should apply 
it.  If your group does not ñtalkò easily, you might try having everyone 

write down their responses, and then ask who would want to share 
what they have written.  T his gives everyone time to form their 

thoughts.  If no one still is comfortable talking, then share your own 
applications.)  

 
ñTake heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be 

seen by them.  Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven.  Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a 

trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have glory from men.  Assuredly, I say to you, 

they have their reward.  But when you do a chari table deed, do not let 

your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable 
deed may be in secret; a nd your Father who sees in secret will Himself 

reward you openly.ò 
 

1.   :1 -4  Donôt do good deeds for your own benefit 

 

The passage is simpl y talking about wanting others to see you do good 
things.  Itôs talking about wrong motives. 

 
What should  be our motive for doing good things?  
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Am I supposed to make sure no one ever sees me doing a good thing?  

 
Why does Jesus think this is important?  

 
What should I change?: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ñAnd when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites.  For they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the 

streets, that they may be seen by men.  Assuredly, I say to you, they 
have their reward.  But you, when you pray, go into  your room and 

when you have shu t your door, pray to your Father who is in the 
secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you 

openly.  And when you pray, do not use vain rep etitions as the 
heathen do.  F or they think that they will be heard for their many 

words.   
 

Therefore, do not be like them.  For your Father knows the things you 
hav e need of before you ask Him.  In this manner, therefore, pray:  

 
Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done  

On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts,  
As we forgive our debtors.  

And do not lead us into temptation,  
But deliver us from the evil one.  

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the  glory forever. Amen  
 

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also 
forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespas ses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses.ò 



 
2.   :5 -15  Donôt just say words when you pray 

 
This passage addresses three things:   

a.  Pray to God, not to others  
b.  When you pray, use this as a guide  

c.  Donôt pray to God when you are unforgiving to someone else. 

 

What should I change?: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
ñMoreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypo crites, with a sad 

countenance.  For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to 
men to be fasting.  Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  

But you, when you fast, an oint your head and wash your face, so that 
you do not appear to men to be fasting, bu t to your  Father who is in 

the secret pla ce; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you 
openly.ò 

 
3.  :16 -18 Do some things in secret  

This passage uses fasting as an example of certain things we should 
do in secret in our walk with Jesus.  

 
Are there other things we should do in secret?  

 
What should I change?: 
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ñDo not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither mot h nor rust destroys 

and where thieves to not break in and steal.  For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.ò 

 
4.  :19 -21 Donôt invest in this life 

This passage makes light of the ñthingsò we put so much of our trust in 
here on earth.  Jesus sa ys here that we should be storing up great 

treasures in heaven, not great treasures on earth.  
 

What does He mean by ñtreasuresò? 
 

How do we store up heavenly ñtreasuresò? 
 

What should I change?: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ñThe lamp of the body is the eye.  If therefore your eye is good, your 
whole body will be full of light.  But if your eye is bad, your whole body 

will be full of darkness.  If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness!ò 

 
5.  :22 -23  Donôt go about blind 

This passag e puts a huge emphasis on whether we are seeing things in 
Godôs way.  If our ñeyeò ï our ability to see and understand ï is 



darkened by sin we are actually blind.  We canôt see the things of God.  

We canôt see the way things really are. 
 

How can we make su re our ñeyeò is good? 
 

What should I change?: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ñNo one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the 

other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.ò 
 

6.  :24  Choose whom you will serve  

This passage says you cannot be committed to God and committed to 

money at the same time.  
 

How do we live in this world, then?  
 

Should I just trust God for my livelihood and forget about working?  
 

Should I give all my money away?  
 

What does Jesu s mean by ñserveò? 
 

What should I change?: 
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ñTherefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is 
not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  Look at the 

birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than 

they?  Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?  
 

So why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that 

even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Now if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is 

thrown in to the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith?  

 
Therefore do not worry, saying, óWhat shall we eat?ô or óWhat shall we 

drinkòô or óWhat shall we wear?ô.  For after all these things the Gentiles 

seek.  For your heavenly Father knows t hat you need all these things.  
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about its own things.  Sufficient for the day is 

its own tr ouble.ò 
 

7.  :25 -34 Donôt sell God short 

This last passage says we are not to worry.   

 
What illustrations does Jesus give us to help us understand what He 

means?  
 

What does it mean to ñseek first the kingdom of Godò? 
 

What should I change?: 
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The Rules of the Kingdom 

Matthew Chapter 7 ï Questions to Help You Prepare  
(Answer Key Follows)  

 

Weˤre going to divide Matthew 7 up into segments, just like we did for 
Chapter 6:  

 
-5 What does it mean to ñjudgeò someone?  

 
 

 
-12 The Secret to Answered Prayer  

 

-14 Do Hard Things  
 

-20 How Do I Know Whom to Believe?  
 

-23 Not Every Person Who Calls Themselves a Christian  

 
is a Christian!  

 
-28 Donˤt Just LearnéAct!  

 

If you are serious about growing in your relationship to Jesus Christ, you 
cannot avoid these down - to -earth guidelines. Actually, ñguidelinesò is not 

the best word to use here. These are not ñsuggestionsò for our behavior, 
or ñhelpful toolsò to use as we make decisions. No ï these are rules. Rules 

of life. These are the laws that govern the Kingdom of God ï and they are 
different than the laws we are used to in our world. Some of them wonˤt 

feel natural ï they will come hard. But donˤt kid yourself about them ï 
you will be sinning against your Savior if you ignore or minimalize them.  

This is the way Jesus wants us to act. This is the way He acted.  
 

 
 

ny questions these verses bring to your mind  

 

this way?  
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 :1 -5 What does it mean to ñjudgeò someone?  
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:6 Sometimes, just donˤt say anything  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

:7 -12 The Secret to Answered Prayer  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
:13 -14 Do Hard Things  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
:15 -20 Not Everyone Who Declares Themselves a Religious Leader is 

Speaking the Truth!  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

:21 -23 Not Every Person Who Calls Themselves a Christian Is a Christian!  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

:24 -28 Donˤt Just LearnéAct!!!  



The Rules of the Kingdom 
Matthew Chapter 7 ï Answer Key  

 
Matthew 7 is the end of the Sermon on the Mount. The location is the 

same as in Chapters 5&6:  
 

 
Here are a few of my comments on each section of our passage:  

 
:1 -5 Wha t does it mean to ñjudgeò someone?  

 

What is Jesus saying here?  

 

doing something wrong?  
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Or is He saying that even though we realize someone else is doing 

something wrong, we s hould never repeat that thought to anyone?  

 

something wrong, we shouldnôt think of ourselves as the people who should 

never bring it to their attention?  
 

gh we realize someone else is doing 
something wrong, we shouldnˤt be the person who administers punishment?  
 

Each of the above scenarios is not exactly what Jesus is saying.  
 

wrongéif they really are.  

 

is doing something wrong.  

 

attention of the one doing it.  
 

a wrongdoingéas in the case of parenting, or in the case of the law of the 
land, or in any case where you are the authority, and authority is being 

challenged.  
 

So what is Jesus saying ?  

ñJudge not that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, 
you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured 

back to you.ò  
Sometimes you have to ñjudgeò ï but donˤt do it lightly ï because you 

will also be judged. Donˤt hold yourself higher than someone else as if 
you couldnˤt possibly partake in that same wrongdoing yourself. You 

could. Perhaps you have. If you havenˤt, it is only because the Lord has 
protected you. On your own, you donˤt have the strength to be perfect. 

You arenˤt perfect ï therefore donˤt stand back as if you are and point 
your finger at someone else.  

ñAnd why do you look at the speck in your brotherˤs eye, but do not 
consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 

ĂLet me remove the speck from your eye; and look, a plank is in your 
own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brotherˤs eye.ò  



If you have to be discerning, and admit that someone else is do ing 
something wrong, then first ask the Lord to point out to you the things 

you are blind about in your own life. Itˤs really, really easy to see the 
problems in someone elseˤs life, but we have turned out eyes away from 

our own sins for so long, that quit e often we have just forgotten how 
many evil things we do. Soéif you are given a chance to help your 

brother or sister with their sins, do it as one who is also guilty and 
ashamed of their own sins. Do it as one who will come along side, and 

walk through t he solution with the person you are judging.  
Check out the following verses to add a little more light:  

 
-12, and 23&24  

 
-5  

 

-17  
 

What if I approach my friend and tell him how bad I feel about the sin he 
has em braced, and offer to walk through it with himé.and he reacts in 

anger and tells me to buzz off?  
 
Thatˤs quite often what we are afraid of, isnôt it? Once we get past the 

pride issue, and realize we are no better than the one we want to help 
outé.and once we get past the confession issue, and confess our own sins 

ï the one God lovingly points out to usé.then, stilléhow do we go forward 
with this friendship if we have made them mad ï and they never want to 

see us again?  
 

Answer ï it could happen. Itôs a risk we must take, though, if we truly 
love the one we want to approach with the truth. And if the worst 

happens, and they never will speak to us again? Keep praying. Keep 
loving. See what God does. Jesus also suffered rejection in order to solve 

our sin prob lem. We are His servantsédo we deserve anything different? 
John 13:12 -17  

 
Is it possible that this person I love will never get this right? Will God 

allow him to stay in this disgraceful condition for the rest of his life?  
 
We are assuming in this conver sation that this person you want to help is 

a true believer in Jesus Christ. If they are habitually living in sin, they will 
be miserable inside, because the Holy Spirit within them will not give 

them peace with their sin. But, yes, it does happen that a t rue believer 
can decide to go ahead and live with guiltégo ahead and be 

miserableéand stubbornly refuse to respond to Godˤs pull in his/her 
heart. We pray for them, speak to them, love theméand  
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still they do not respond. Then we just wait and see. Sometimes God will 
even take this stubborn believer home to heaven ï because they are 

tarnishing the name of Jesus Christ by their desire to continue in sin. 
(check out Acts 5:1 -11 and I John 5:16 -17.) We are told that it is not our 

place to pray for this ñpremature homegoingò to happen. It is entirely up 
to God. We should only pray for restitution, and work and hope in that 

direction.  
 
:6 Sometimes, just donˤt say anything  
 

This verse really goes very  well with the above conversation about 
judgingébut I think it also stands on its own for many ministry 

circumstances in our lives.  
  
ñDo not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, 

lest they trample them under their feet, and tur n and tear you into 
pieces.ò  

Sometimes, thereˤs no reason to give someone the truth. If they will 
simply take the truth you present and trample it into the groundéif they 

will make fun of the truthéor try to change it and destroy its 
simplicityéthen sometimes you just say nothing.  

 
Who are the dogs, thenéand which evil people are just swine?  

My only answer ï youˤll know. There are just simply times when you 
know that speaking out will only muddy things up. Stay silent in those 

times, and continue to pray . God will let you know when and if you should 
someday speak.  

 
:7 -12 The Secret to Answered Prayer  
 

What is the secret to answered prayer? Keep it up.  
 

ñAsk, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock and it will 
be opened to you. For e veryone who asks receives, and he who seeks 

finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.ò  
 

Seriously? If I just keep asking Iˤll get what I want? Are you sure? 
Because Iôve asked before and it seemed like eventually the answer was 

ñno!ò.  



Look at I Joh n 5:14&15. ñNow this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know 

that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we have asked of Him.ò  

So what else did you l earn about asking as you read the I John verses? 
We ask according to His will.  

 
In other wordsé.òHere is what I think we need, Godéplease meet this 

needébut if you see it another way, then please do this in Your way, 
according to Your will. Either way, Iˤm happy to just see You work Your 

will in my life.ò  
Bring your requests. Pray according to His will. And keep asking until you 

see what God will do. Youˤll get your answer. 
 

 
ñOr what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give 

him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask 

Him!ò  
 

Just a little common sense thought here from Jesus: Do you think your 
Heavenly Father cares less for you than you care for your own children? If 

you would do things for your child simply because you love him/heréthen 
use your noodle, man ï of course God wa nts to do things for you!  

 
ñTherefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this 

is the Law and the Prophets.ò  
 

A very practical way to finish up this thought about answered prayer. Do 
you want your Heavenly Father to answer your pray ers? Are you 

consistently bringing those requests before Him, and asking according to 
His will? If so, then remember, there may be people in your life who also 
need things ï things you could supply. Help them out ï because you 

understand what it is to need  and to wait for the supply. Be to them what 
you are asking God to be to you.  

 

:13 -14 Do Hard Things  
 

ñEnter by the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way 
which leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because 

narrow is t he gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there 
few who find it.ò  

 
The things Jesus has spoken of in the Sermon on the Mount, and just the 

cost of following him, period, are very, very hard things. Being a follower 
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of Jesus is sometimes pa inful, sometimes frightening, sometimes 
discouraging, sometimes seemingly unfair. Sometime is just stinks that 

things are so hard for the one who would do things Godˤs way in this 
world.  

But, there it is. It just is. Choosing to do things Jesusˤ way will probably 
mean suffering for you. It meant suffering for Him. And you will have to 

choose, again and again, to go through the narrow, difficult gate, and not 
the wide, pleasant gate.  

 
The Apostle Paul, who chose the narrow gate and paid the price, over and  

over again, said this: ñFor to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake..ò  

 
Suck it up. Choose the narrow gate. The beauty on the other side is well 

worth it.  
 
:15 -20 Not Everyone Who Decla res Themselves a Religious Leader is 
Speaking the Truth!  
 

So how do I know who to believe?  
 

ñBeware of false prophets, who come to you in sheepˤs clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do 

men gather grapes fr om thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every 
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 

cannot bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fir e. Therefore by 
their fruits you will know them.ò  

 
Watch the lives of the people you would listen to.  Do they say one thing 

and do another?  Walk away. Do they say the Bible is true, but then 
promote doctrine that disagrees with the Bible?  Quit listenin g.  Do they 

promise happiness as you follow their teachings, but live unhappy and 
sinful lives themselves?  Find another teacher.  

 
Thos who would teach you are not going to be perfect.  But they are not 

going to satisfied with living consistently, notoriou sly in sin, either.  
 

Keep your eyes open.  Beware.  The ones who would draw you away from 
Jesus are out there.  And they are not interested in your welfare.  They 

will eat you, chew you up, and spit you out.  Their only desire is to 
discredit the Savior of  the world ï Jesus Christ.  



 
 

Peter, in his second letter, said this about such false teachers: ñBut these, 
like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of 

the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own 
corruption, and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who 

count it pleasant to carous e in the daytime. They are spots and 
blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 

having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing 
unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are 

accu rsed children. They have forsaken the right way and gone 
astrayéthese are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for 

whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.ò  
Wow. Stay away from false teachers!  

 
If they teach:  

 
t God  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

deadé  
 

Stay away from them!  

 
:21 -23 Not Every Pers on Who Calls Themselves a Christian Is a Christian!  

 

What makes a Christian?  

 
ñNot everyone who says to Me, ĂLord, Lord,ˤ shall enter into heaven, but 

he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that 
day, ĂLord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast  
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out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?ˤ And 
then I will declare to them, ĂI never knew you; depart from Me, you who 

practice lawlessness!ò  
So what makes a Christian, from this passage?  

 
he will of the Father. And what is the will of the Father? 

John 6:29 ï ñThis is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He hath 
sentò The will of the Father is to believe in Jesus. Wholeheartedly. Believe He 

is the only way to heaven. John 14:6 ñI am the way, the truth and the life, 
no man cometh to the Father but by Me.ò Not personal goodness. Not works. 
Not personal sacrifices. Just Jesus. Heˤs the only way to heaven. Believe that 

and you are doing the will of the Father.  
 

ñknowò Him ï in a personal sense. You have to have believed in Jesus, 
bowed your knee to Him, and come to Him to ñknowò Him ï then you can 

never be turned away from heaven.  
 

 
:24 -28 Donˤt Just LearnéAct!!!  
 

As Jesus winds up His Sermon on the Mount, He gives a clear warning:  
This truth was not just for storing up more knowledge. It was intended for 

your heart to change. Your actions to change. Your life to take a new 
direction.  

 
ñTherefore, whoever hears these sayings of mine, and does them, I will 

liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain 
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; 

and it did not fall, for it was founded on the roc k. But everyone who hears 
these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came 
and winds blew and beat on that house, and it fell. And great was its fall.ò  
To hear  and understand the sayings of Jesus is not building your house on 

the rock. To do the sayings of Jesus is building your house on the rock.  
Soéare you doing? Are you:  

 
V Living like the Beatitudes?  

 
V Salt and light?  

 



 
V More righteous than the Pharisees?  

 
V Loving your brothers?  

 
V Praying ?  

 
V Devotion to be seen of God, not of men?  

 
V Seeing things Godˤs way?  

 
V Serving God, not riches?  
 

V Not worrying?  
 

V Not judging?  
 

V Ask, seek, knock?  
 

V Walking on the narrow way?  
 
V Avoiding False Teaching and False Christians?  

 
V Doing, not just learning?  

 

If you find that you fall down in some of these areas, donˤt try harder!  

Ask Jesus for help, and stay in the Word every day. He will change you 
fr om within. J  
 

ñAnd so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people 

were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes.ò  
 

Why did Jesus have such authority? He wasnˤt just a great messenger 
from Godé.He was God. He was the Source of the rules of the kingdom. 
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If You Are Willingé 
Matthew Chapter 8:1 -17 ï Questions and Answers  

 
 

 
 

Here are our discussion segments for Matthew 8  
¶ :1 -4     If You are willingé.Jesus heals the leper 

¶ :5 -13   If You are willingéJesus heals the centurianôs servant 
¶ :14& 15  If You are willingéJesus heals Peterôs mother-in - law  
¶ :16 -17  If You are willingéJesus heals many 

  
It seems to me the theme for this part of chapter 8 ought to be ñIf You 

are Willingò, because all of the things Jesus did in this chapter were 
based solely on whether or not He wanted to do what He did.  Jesus is 

never ñforcedò to do something He doesnôt want to do. 

 
And all the things He does for us ï all the little and big things ï are 

also based solely on whether or not He wants to do them for us.  
 

If He wants to reach down and get our attention, He does.  
 

If He wants to lift a burden from our shoulders, He does.  
 

If He wants to heal our sicknesses, He does.  
 

If He wants to call us to serve Him for our whole life, He does.  
 

He doesnôt revolve around usé.we revolve around Him.  He is the 
center of the wheel.  We are the spokes.  He is the reason we exist.  

Not the other way around.  

 
Donôt let this truth rev up your rebellious engines.  This is not the 

place to say ñAnd what if He doesnôt want to do anything for me?ò  
ñHow can I love a God Who just does what He wants to do?ò  ñI can 

only trust a God Who is looking out for me, not for Himself.ò 
 

No ï this is the place to say, ñWowéHe wants  to do these things for 
me!ò  He really wants  to!  

 
 

 
 



 
¶ :1 -4     If You are willingé.Jesus heals the leper 

 
ñWhen He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes 

followed Him.  And behold, a leper came and worshipped Him, saying, 

óLord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.ô  Then Jesus put out 
His hand and touched him, saying óI am willing; be cleansed.ô  

Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  And Jesus said to him, óSee 
that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and 

offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.ô ñ 
 

Why did the leper say ñIf You are willing.ò?  Surely the Lord Jesus was 
willing to heal every sick and hurting person who came across his 

path.  Surely the leper knew that ï Jesus had been min istering in 
Israel for awhile now ï surely the leper had heard of his reputation.  

Had he ever turned down someone for healing?  So why did he say ñIf 
You are willing.ò? 

 
They were words of faith.   

 

They said:  I have no doubt you can do this.  I know You  are Who You 
say You are.  You are God.  Only God could heal leprosy.   

 
And they also said:  I know I donôt deserve this.  I know you donôt owe 

me anything.   
 

And they finally said:  I know someday I will be healed of this disease.  
I know after I die I will no longer have this disease ï at death, You will 

heal me.  But what Iôm asking is if you are willing to heal me now.  Iôm 
willing to wait until the afterlifeébut Iôm asking if thereôs any chance 

that now  would be a good time for You.  
 

And Jesus was willing.  He touched him and healed him right then and 
there.  It was a good time for Jesus.  

 

What are some of the prayer requests you bring to Jesus?  Do you 
come with this humble attitude of the leper?  Do you ask if He is 

willing?  If the time is right for Him?  
 

Make a list of the top 5 requests you have for Jesus today.  At the top 
of the page, write:  ñIf You Are Willingò.    If youôll faithfully pray this 

way, your prayer life will change ï it will be focused on Jesus, not on 
you.   
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If You Are Wi llingé 

 
1.     

2.     

3.     
4.     

5.     
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
And then when the leper had been healed, Jesus charged him to 

simply show himself to the priest (as proof he could enter society 
again as a healthy man, and also as a testimony to the priest that 

Jesus had healed him), but besides that to tell no one.  
 

Why tell no one?  Possibly Jesus was protecting the cleansed leper 
ï if the word got out that Jesus had healed him he might have been 

in danger from those who hated Jesus ï or he might not have been 
able to make a living becau se employers would be afraid to hire a 

man associated with such a controversial person as Jesus ï or he 
might have gained so much celebrity that he would have lost the 

attitude of simple faith in the Healer.  
 

Whatever the reason, Jesus just said: ñDonôt talk about it.  Just 

start living and working as a whole man.ò 
 

 
:5 -13   If You are willingéJesus heals the centurianôs servant 

 
ñNow when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, 

pleading with Him, saying, óLord, my servant is lying at home 
paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.ô  And Jesus said to him, óI will come 

and heal him.ô  The centurion answered and said, óLord, I am not 
worthy that You should come under my roof.  But only speak a word, 

and my servant will be healed.  óFor I also am a man under authority, 
having soldiers under me.  And I say to this one, óGoô, and he goes, 

and to another, óCome,ô and he comes; and to my servant, óDo this,ô 
and he does it.ô  When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those 

who followed, óAssuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great 

faith, not even in Israel!  And I say to you that many will come from 
east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 

kingdom of heaven.  But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into 
outer darkness.  There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.ô  Then 

Jesus said to the centurion, óGo your way; and as you have believed, 
so let it be done for you.ô  And his servant was healed that same 

hour.ò 
 

What was so great about the centurionôs attitude?  He knew how much 
power Jesus had, and had no doubt He could use it from any place on 

earth.  He knew Jesus was God.  
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And how did his attitude compare with the attitudeôs of the ruling 

Jews?  They had no intention of even considering that Jesus might be 
God.  They wa nted only to discredit Himécertainly not to ever ask Him 

for anything.  The ruling Jews of the day were unbelievers.  They said 
they believed in God, but they didnôt.  If they had, they would have 

realized who Jesus was.  
 

If any of us come to Jesus wanting  or needing something from Him, 
but we donôt have an attitude of the ñbowed kneeòéif we come in pride 

and not humblyéif we come demanding instead of simply trusting Him 
to do what is besté.then we donôt really know Who Jesus is. 

 
Not a one of us would appr oach the Lord of the Whole Universe ï the 

maker of the Heavens and the Earth ï the One who made us and gave 
us our personalities, our breath, our very life -    Not a one of us would 

approach Him with an attitude ï if we really saw Who He was.   

 
We might f all to our faces.  We might cry in fear.  We might shake in 

our boots.  We might melt.  We might look anywhere but in His eyes.  
We might gratefully throw our arms around his footstool.  But we 

would not approach Him with an attitude.   
 

Like the leper and  like the centurian, we should approach our God with 
ñIf You are willingé.ò And ñIôm not worthy for you to come to my 

houseé.ò 
 

 
:14& 15  If You are willingéJesus heals Peterôs mother-in - law  

 
ñNow when Jesus had come into Peterôs house, He saw his wifeôs 

mother lying sick with a fever.  So he touched her hand, and the fever 

left her.  And she arose and served them.ò   
 

 
Why was Peterôs Mother-in - law healed?  

 
Well, at least one reason she was healed was so that she could get up 

out of bed, and serve her guests.  Were you healed so that you could 
serve?  Have you been serving?  

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
:16 -17  If You are willingéJesus heals many 

 
ñWhen evening had come, they brought to Him many who were 

demon -possessed.  And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed 
all  who were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah 

the prophet, saying:  óHe Himself took our infirmities and bore our 
sicknesses.ô ñ  

 
According to these verses, why is Jesus able to heal us?  Besides 

providing for our eternal salvation , what else did Jesus accomplish as 
He hung on the cross?  

 
If Jesus paid the price for our sicknesses, why is it that sometimes He 

is ñnot willingò to heal?  Why does He sometimes say: ñNot now.ò ? 

 
Because Jesusô healing of our earthly bodies is never permanent.  

Every person Jesus healed eventually died.  And most of them 
probably were sick again sometime before they died.  The healing was 

not forever ï because the healed were still living in temporary bodies.  
 

So why heal at all?  Because sometimes the h ealed one has a greater 
chance to talk about Jesus and spread the word about Him.  A new 

opportunity to tell about salvation ï which will  last forever.  
 

Jesus loved these people He healed.  And He went to the cross in order 
to take away their infirmities a nd sicknesses ï forever.  Thatôs the 

message which had to get out then.  Itôs the message which has to get 
out now.  

 

If any of us need healing, and go to Jesus for it, we know that the 
bigger picture is the important one.  The little healing wonôt last long.  

The big one will.  
 

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

 
1.   Who are you more like?  

a.  The leper éòIf you are willingò 
b. The CenturianéòI am not worthy for You to come to my 
house.ò 

c. Peterôs Mother-in -lawéGet up and serve 
d. The multitudes who were healedéNeeding the big healing 

even more than the little healing. 
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2. Has the Lord ever healed you?  

 
 

3. Why were you healed?  

 

 
 

4. When you get to heaven you wonôt have sickness or pain to endure 
anymore.  What can you do now, in the midst of sickness or pain, that 

you wonôt be able to do then?  
 

 

ñTherefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise  to 

God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.ò  Hebrews 

13:15  

 

Leviticus 7:12  ñThis is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings which 

he shall offer to the LORD:  If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he 

shall offer, with the sacrifice of thanksgiving, unleavened cakes missed 

with oil, unleavened wafers anointed with oil, or c akes of blended flour 

mixed with oil.ò   

 

In Old Testament times, the Jewish people were given the privilege of 

showing up at the temple and offering different sacrifices in order to 

communicate with their God.   

 

There was a sin offering ï to communicate the personôs understanding 

of the seriousness of sin.  An animal had to die in order to pay for sin.  

By making those offerings day after day, year after year, the Jewish 

people communicated to the world that someday a Savior would die in 

order to pay for sin.  

 

There was a trespass offering ï to communicate the personôs 

understanding that even sins committed unknowlingly still required a 

price to be paid.  

 

And there was a peace offering ï or a thank offering ï to communicate 

the personôs desire to thank God for His goodness.  An offering of 

sweet -smelling cakes was made ï something which cost the offerer 

something ï in order to rightly say thank you to the O ne Who gives all 

good gifts.  

 



But in New Testament times the place to offer sacrifices was gone.  

The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.  And it was no longer 

necessary, since the ultimate sin and trespass offering had been made 

ï Jesus Himself had died o n the cross ï and no sin offering ever had to 

be made again.  People simply needed to learn of this offering and 

accept the gift of forgiveness from the Savior Who died and then rose 

from the dead.  

 

But the peace offering ï or the thank offering ï could st ill be made.  

Not at the templeé.it was gone.  But in the heart of each believer, the 

book of Hebrews tells us that we can gratefully bring the sacrifice of 

our lips to the Most Holy God and tell Him how much we appreciate His 

good and perfect gifts.  

 

ñTherefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise  to 

God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.ò  Hebrews 

13:15  

 

 

Why is that a sacrifice?  Because sometimes we donôt feel like saying 

thank you at all.  Itôs a sacrifice when we need healing, donôt get it, 

and still thank Him.  Itôs a sacrifice when we want a husband, donôt get 

one, and still thank Him.  Itôs a sacrifice when we lose a loved one, feel 

the deep grief, and still thank Him.  

 

ñTake words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ótake away 

all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifices of our 

lips.ò   Hosea 14:2,  

 

 

Soéthatôs what we can do here, on this earth, that we wonôt ever be 

able to do once we get to heaven.  Thank the Lord, and  praise 

Himéwhile we still live in sinful, suffering bodies. 

 

ñIf You are willingéò but if not, ñThank-youò. 
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The Costs      

Matthew  Chapter 8:18 ï 9:38  ï Questions and Answers  
 

 
 

 
Here are our discussion segments for Matthew 8:18 -34  
¶ 8:18 -20     No home  
¶ 8:21 -22   No inheritance  

¶ 8:23 -27  No plan  
¶ 8:28 -34  No popularity  
¶ 9:1 -8  False accusations  

¶ 9:9 -13  Criticisms from your enemies  
¶ 9:14 -17  Misunderstandings from your friends  

¶ 9:18 -26  Non -stop needs  
¶ 9:27 -31  Unheeded advice  
¶ 9:32 -34  Ruined reputation  

¶ 9:35 -38  Not enough help  

  

 
At the end of the book of Matthew we who have decided to follow 

Jesus are given our marching orders :  ñGo therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, tea ching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.ò 

 
We are told to go out into our world and tell people about Jesus, then 

baptize them once they believe, and then teach them the Bible.  
 

Simple.  And rewarding.  But there are tremendous costs.   
 

What are the costs?  Under each section there is space for you to jot 
down your thoughts about that costéhave you ever experienced this 

yourself or seen someone else experience it?  
 
¶ 8:18 -20     No home  

 

ñAnd when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a 
command to depart to the other side.  Then a certain scribe came and 

said to Him, óTeacher, I will follow You wherever You go.ô  And Jesus 
said to him, óFoxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the 

Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.ô ñ 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
¶ 8:21 -22   No inheritance  

 
ñThen another of His disciples said to Him, óLord, let me first go and 

bury my father.ô  But Jesus said to him, óFollow Me, and let the dead 
bury their own de ad.ô ñ 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
¶ 8:23 -27  No plan  

 

ñNow when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him.  And 
suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was 

covered with the waves.  But He was asleep.  Then His disciples came 
to Him and awoke Him, saying, óLord, save us!  We are perishing!ô  but 

He said to them, óWhy are you fearful, O you of little faith?ô  Then He 
arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was great calm.  

So the men marveled, saying, óWho can this be, that even the winds 
and the sea obey Him? ò   
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¶ 8:28 -34  No popularity  

 

ñWhen He had come to the other side, to the country of the 
Gergesenes, there met Him two demon -possessed men, coming out of 

the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.  
And s uddenly they cried out, saying, óWhat have we to do with You, 

Jesus, You Son of God?  Have You come here to torment us before the 
time?ô  Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine 

feeding.  So the demons begged Him saying, óIf You cast us out, 
permit us to go away into the herd of swine.ô  And He said to them, 

óGo.ô  So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine.  
And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep 

place into the sea, and perished in the water.  Then those who kept 
them fled; and they went away into the city and told everything, 

including what had happened to the demon -possessed men.  And 
behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus.  And when they saw 

Him, they begged him to depart from their r egion. ñ  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
¶  9:1 -8  False accusations  

 

ñSo He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.  Then 
behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed.  When Jesus 

saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, óSon be of good cheer; your 
sins are forgiven you.ô  And at once some of the scribes said within 

themselves, óThis man blasphemes!ô  But Jesus, knowing their 
thoughts, said, óWhy do you think evil in your hearts?  For which is 

easier to say, óYour sins are forgiven you,ô or to say, óArise and walk?ô  
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to 

forgive sinsô, then he said to the paralytic, óArise, take up your bed, 
and go to your house.ô  And he arose and departed to his house.  Now 

when the multitu des saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had 
given such power to men.ò 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
¶ 9:9 -13  Criticisms from your enemies  

 
ñAs Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting 

at the tax office.  And He said to him, óFollow Me.ô  So he arose and 
followed Him.  Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, 

that behold, many tax collectors and sinners ca me and sat down with 
Him and His disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His 

disciples, óWhy does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?ô  
When Jesus heard that,, He said to them, óThose who are well have no 

need of a physician, but those who are sick.  But go and learn what 

this means: óI desire mercy and not sacrifice.ô  For I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.ò 
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¶ 9:14 -17  Misundertandings  from your friends  

 
ñThen the disciples of John came to Him, saying, óWhy do we and the 

Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?ô  And Jesus said to 
them, óCan the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the 

bridegroom is with them?  But the days will come when the 
bridegroom will be taken away fr om them, and then they will fast.  No 

one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch 
pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse.  Nor do 

they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the 
wine is spille d, and the wineskins are ruined.  But they put new wine 

into new wineskins, and both are preserved.ò 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
¶ 9:18 -26  Non -stop needs  

 

ñWhile He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and 
worshiped Him, saying, óMy daughter has just died, but come and lay 

Your hand on her and she will live.ô  So Jesus arose and followed him, 
and so did His disciples.  And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of 

blood for twelve years came from behind and touched the hem of His 
garment.  For she said to herself, óIf only I may touch His garment, I 

shall be made well.ô  But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her 
He said, óBe of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.ô  

And the woman was made well from that hour.  When Jesus came into 

the rulerôs house, and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd 
wailing, He said to them, óMake room, for the girl is not dead, but 

sleeping.ô  And they ridiculed Him.  But when the crowd was put 
outside, He went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose.  And 

the repo rt of this went out into all the land.ò 



 

 
 

 
 
¶ 9:27 -31  Unheeded advice  

 

ñWhen Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying 
out and saying, óSon of David, have mercy on us!ô  And when He had 

come into the house, the blind men came to Him.  An d Jesus said to 
them, óDo you believe that I am able to do this?ô  They said to Him, 

óYes, Lord.ô  Then He touched their eyes, saying, óAccording to your 
faith let it be to you.ô  And their eyes were opened.  And Jesus sternly 

warned them, saying, óSee that no one knows it.ô  But when they had 
departed, they spread the news about Him in all that country.ò 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
¶ 9:32 -34  Ruined reputation  

 
ñAs they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and 

demon -possessed.  And when the demon was cast out, the  mute 
spoke.  And the multitudes marveled, saying, óIt was never seen like 

this in Israel!ô  But the Pharisees said, óHe casts out demons by the 
ruler of the demons.ôò 
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¶ 9:35 -38  Not enough help  

 
ñThen Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every 
sickness and every disease among the people.  But when He saw the 

multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they 
were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.  Then He 

said to His disciples, óThe harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few.  Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 

His harvest.ô ñ 
 

 
 

 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

 
1.  In each of the above scenarios, when the cost gets painful, what are 

our normal reactions?  How did Jesus react to each circumstance?  

2.  When you first decided to follow Jesus, did you realize the cost of 
following Him?  

3.  Have you experienced some of the above ñcostsò? 
4.  If you get t o live another 10 years, do you still want to follow Jesus all 

those 10 years, no matter what the cost?  
 

 
 


