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Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies
“Chosen” — A Study of the Gospel of Matthew

The Family Tree
Matthew Chapter 1

Know what a fitelescoped geneologyo is? | n
geneology which skips a generation now and again, as long as it
doesndét affect the total picture.

That 06s what weore imboujt WhgtisétC?er%&ogygt
Matthew 1. '

But first:

U What is a geneology?

ltdéds a |ist of whom was bo,fromoheo whom i n
generation to the next . Al so calledoa bfRamily Tre
factual listing of names spells out grandparents, great -

grandparents, aunts, uncles, and either adopted or natural -

born children. It proves who might be qualified to inherit an

estate. Or it shows who might be a natural choice for a

kidney transp lant. Or, in this case, it proves Who is qualified

to be the King of Israel.

0 As asimple little exercize, try sketching out your own geneology back
for a few generations:

Your Your Your Your
Grand - Grand - Grand - Grand -
mot herds mothero6s fatherés fatheros
Mother Father l\ilother Father
A
Your Your Your Your
Grand - Grand - Grand - Grand -
mot her6s mot her dés fatheros fatheros
Mother Father Mother Father

Your Mother és Mortouer Mot her 6 s YaurhekaMdtherr 6 Your Fatherds Father
(Your Grandmother) (Your Grandfather) (Your Grandmother) (Your Grandfather)

Your Mother Your Father

You



How far back can you go? I 61 | bet most pe
farther than theirgreat -gr andparent s. Why ? Because i
written down anywhere. Not many fami lies have worked diligently

to keep their Family Tree filled in. But Jewish people did.

Geneologies were intentionally carefully kept.

Why? There are three main reasons:

1) Because the land of Israel was initially parceled out by God to Jewish
families. The land was required to stay in
the possession of that family. There had to
be proof of what fam ily you were a part of.

2) And because certain important positions in
Israel were given only to people of specific
heritage.. Priestg, for. instance, were all of David a Branch of
the family of Levi. Kings were all of the righteousness; a King
family of Judah.  Again..proof was needed. shall reign and prosper.”

3) And, also, b ecause a Messiah was promised - Jeremiah 23:5
to come some day to rescue the people of
Israel from their sins. And the Messiah
would come from the family of David.
(Jeremiah 23:5&6)

“Behold the days are
coming”, says the Lord,
“That I will raise to

Nowélet 6 s st atverses ioMakthew Qhapter 1. After
each verse of set of verses, we 61 | ask sor
it a little.

Matthew 1:1 AThe Book of the geneology of J
David, the Son of Abraham. o

Who are two major people in histo ry who are in the geneology of
Jesus?
Answer: 1. King David - The Jewish King of Israel in about 1,000 BC

2. Abraham - the first Jew
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Webll see from this geneology that David is
And Jesus is a descendant of ~ David. This will prove to us undeniably
that Jesus was a Jew, and Jesus was qualified to be the King of Israel.

Matthew 1. 2-6 AAbraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jocob
begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by

Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot
Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Simon,
Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot
Jesse, and Jesse begot David the King. David the King begot Solomon

by herwho had been the wife of Uriah. o

Two questions:

a. Which names do you recognize from these verses?

Abraham, Isaac? Boaz? Ruth? David the King? Solomon?

These first few verses are chock full of Jewish history and Bible stories.

The cover the period of time from when God chose Abraham to be the

first Jew, Abraham offered Isaac upon an altar, Isaac was lied to by his
own son Jacob, Jacob had 12 sons who
were the 12 tribes of Israel, the whole

“And Samuel said to nation of Israel was captive in Egypt,
Jesse, “Are all the young and then Moses freed them from

men here:” Then he said Pharoah, and the people of Israel moved
“There remains yet the back to their land, the walls of Jericho
youngest, and there he is, came tumb ling down, and a sweet
keeping the sheep.”

young girl named Ruth was saved from

poverty by an older, loving man named

Boazé.to the time when a Jewi
with seven sons saw his youngest son,

David, a poet and a shepherd, crowned King of Israel.

| Samuel 16:11a




b. How many women are mentio ned?

Four , right? Tamar , Rahab Rut h, and Adher
Uriah (thatoés Bathsheba)o. But the interest
were not usually mentioned in genealogies, because what always

mattered in geneal ogies was whothemothtee f at her w
was. But to God it always mattered who the mother and the father

were. Why? Because God looked for faith. Mothers of faith raise

children of faith. Tamar, Rahab , Ruth and Bathsheba. Not perfect
womeneéjust women who | emerraughdpotsihlifedas gh s o
trust in God. Women of faith. Read more about them in Genesis 38

(Tamar), the book of Ruth (Ruth), Joshua 6 (Rahab), and | Samuel

11&12 (Bathsheba).

Matthew 1.7 -11 A Sol omon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam
and Abijah b egot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot

Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah beogt Jotham, Jotham begot

Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh

begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his

brother s about the time they were carried away

These verses cover Jewish history from the time of David, the first
King of Israel, to the time when the Babylonians captured the
Israelites and carried them away to Babylon.

Many kings of Israel are in this list. Some were men of faith, some
were not. The ones who were not were the reason the Jews were
taken captive. They led their people to idol worship and choosing the
things of this world over the majestic, glorious God of Israel.
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Matthew 1:12 -16 A And after they were brought to
begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begon
Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim be got Azor. Azor begot
Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot
Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob
begot Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is
called Christ.o
These verses cover Je wish history from the “For thus says the Lord.:
time the Israelites were taken captive to After seventy years are
Babylon to the time when  Jesus, the son of completed at Babylon, |
Mary, was born. will visit you and perform
My good word toward

That majestic, glorious God of Israel took His you, and cause you to
people to the depths of despair and fear as return to this place. For

. . I know the thoughts that |
slaves in a foreign land, then led them ge ntly think toward you, says
back to their own land, but kept them under the Lord, thoughts of
the rule of pagans for 400 years. After 400 peace and not of evil, to
years He came to them, in the body of a give you a future and a
baby, born to a young girl named Mary and a hope.” Jeremiah
young man named Joseph. From the 29:10&11
beginning of time He had waited to come to
them now with healing and love and
salvation. Even though they deserved His anger, all along He planned
to show them mercy. Jeremiah 29:10&11.
Anot her question: What does fAthe Christo
verse 16) mean?
AChristo i§ t he Greek WordOLePZBprc}pH%tgln&'/eefbreW
word fiMessi aho. So Jesuy, 36DBr6pﬁeC|e9€over%§ry’
the Messiah. And who was the Messiah? He a period of 1,500 years,
was the Savior promised to the Jewish people predicted the Jewish
i in fact, promised not just to the Jews, but to Messiah in the Jewish
the world 7 solong ago. Thefi rsttime He scriptures
was promised was just after Adam and Eve
sinned in the Garden of Eden. Genesis 3:15.

And then throughout the Old Testament He

was promised again, and again and again. In fact, Over 25 prophets,
in over 300 prophecies, covering a period of 1, 500 years, predicted the
Jewish Messiah in the Jewish scriptures

B
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Matthew 1:17 ASo all the generations from Ab
fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are

fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ

are fourteen generations. 0

Now wedbre back to that term fAtel escoped gene

Matthew tells us here there were 14 generations from Abraham to
David. 14 generations from David to Babylon. And then 14
generations from Babylon to Jesus.

But in fact, there were a few more than 14 generations from Abraham
to David. And a few more than 14 generations from David to Babylon.
And a few more than 14 generations from Babylon to Jesus.

So why did Matthew fitel escopeo dhedhlemee gener at
out a few fathers, grandfathers, kings, etc.? It was a common practice

in genealogies in this dayé.and | think it w
easier to teach and learn this way. The geneology was not
compromised. It was just slimmer, easier to memorize.

Matthew 1:18 ANow the birth of Jesus Chri st
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she
was found with child of the Holy Spirit. o

When did Mary get pregnant with Jesus?

This verse says it was[pefore site ITC g me
togethero with Joseph. |l n ot her wor ds,
before Mary and Joseph had sex. Jesus “Behold, the virgin shall
was not the result of a sexual union canceive and begr a son,
. and shall call His name
between Mar.y apd J oseph. Mary is the Immanuel.” Isaiah 7-14
only woman in history who got pregnant
without having sex. She was pregnant
from a union of her egg with the Holy
Spirit. Unheard of ? Yesé. but promised. (S
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Matthew 1:19 AThen Joseph her husband, being
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away
secretly. o

The woman he was engaged to marry was pregna
for sure he wasndét the father. What was Jos
humiliating tragedy?

He was a good man. Hewa s hurt, but not wanting to hurt back. He
actually had the right, from Old Testament law, to stone her to death.
But he just wanted to quietly put her aside and put an end to their
engagement.

Matthew 1:20 -23 ABut while he thought adanut t hese
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a drean
David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son,

and you shall call his name Jesu s, for He will save His people from

their sins. So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was

spoken by the Lord through the prophet, sayi
be with child, and ear a Son, and they shall
whichis t ransl ated 0God With Usé. i

What proof did Joseph have that Mary had not done anything wrong?

The scriptures. It had already been promised that this would happen

some day. Joseph was a man of faith. He be
Probabl y he hthaughbittwoulde\eel happen to him, but it

had, so he reacted in faith i he trusted that God knew what He was

doing.



Where else in the Old Testament had God given promises of this

coming King? Herebs a f ew:
Prophecy Wher e 1|t 6s| WhereitCame True
the Old Testament in the New
Testament
He would be a man Genesis 3:15 Galatians 4:4
He would be a Jew Genesis 12:3 Luke 3:34
Genesis 18:18 Matt. 1:2
Acts 3:25
Galatians 3:16
He would be of the Genesis 49:10 Luke 3:33
the tribe of Judah Matthew 1:2
He would be a King Psalms 132:11,12 Matthew 1:6
(of the seed of David) Jeremiah 23:5,6 Romans 1:3
Psalms 2:6-9 Acts 2:30
He would be a Deuteronomy 18:15, | Matt. 21:11
prophet like Moses 19 John 1:45
John 6:14
Acts 3:22-23
He would be the Son | Psalms 2:7 Luke 1:32

of God

Proverbs 30:4

Matthew 3:17

He would be God Jeremiah 23:5,6 Acts 2:36
Homage would be
given Him by great Psalms 72:10,11 Matt. 2:1-11

Kings

He would be born of |Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:18-25
a virgin Luke 1:26-35
He would be born in Micah 5:1 Matt 2:1, 5, 6

Bethlehem

Luke 2:4-6
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Prophecy Wher e |t 6s| WhereitCame True
the Old Testament in the New
Testament

He would perform Isaiah 35:5,6 John 11:47

miracles Matthew 11:3-6

He would come Daniel 9:24-26 Historical fact

before the 2" temple

in Jerusalem was

destroyed (70 A.D.)

He would be betrayed | Psalms 41:9 John 13:18,21

by a friend

He would be rejected

Psalms 118:22,23

Matt 21:42,43

Isaiah 8:14, 15 Acts 4:11
Isaiah 28:16 Romans 9:32,33
Ephesians 2:20
| Peter 2:6-8
He would be meek & | Isaiah 42:2,3 Matt. 12:18-20
mild Isaiah 53:7 Matt 26:62,63
He would minister to | Isaiah 42:1 Matt. 12:21
Gentiles Isaiah 49:1,8
He would be smitten | Isaiah 50:6 Matt. 26:67
Matt 27:26,30
He would suffer & Isaiah 53 The 4 Gospels

bring salvation

He would be pierced

Zechariah 12:10
Psalm 22:16

John 19:34,37

He would be forsaken
by His disciples

Zechariah 13:7

Matthew 26:31,56

He would be crucified

Psalm 22
Psalm 69:21

Matthew 27:34-50
John 19:28-30

11




Prophecy Wher e |t 6s| WhereitCame True
the Old Testament in the New
Testament

He would have his Psalm 22:19 Luke 23:34

garments parted &

cast lots for

He would ascend to Psalm 68:18 Luke 24:51

heaven Acts 1:9

He would have Isaiah 25:8 John 20:1-10, 19-25

victory over death

Gentiles shall seek Isaiah 11:10 Romans 11:25

the Messiah of Israel

Died for the sins of Isaiah 53:8 John 3:16

the Jewish people

and the whole world

Matthew 1:24 AThen Joseph, being aroused fro
angel of the Lord commanded him and took to hm his wife and did not

know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called

Hi s name Jesus. O

What do you think of Josephdéds i mmediate obed
tell you about him?

He was a man of faith. He wasndt the physical father of
definitely he had a place in the Geneology of Faith.

Questions for Personal Study or Discussion:
1. (:1) Who are two major people in history who are in the geneology of Jesus?
2. (:2 -6) Two questions:
a. Which names do you recognize from these verses?

b. How many women are mentioned?
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3. (:7 -11) These verses cover Jewish history from the time of

_ the first King of Israel, to the time when the
captured the Israelites and carried them away to Babylon.

4. (:12 -16) These verses cover Jewish history from the time the Israelites were

taken captive to to the time when

_, the son of Mary, was born.
5. (:16) What does fAthe Christodo mean?
6. (:17) Why did Matthew fitel escoped the generation:
7. (:18) W hen did Mary get pregnant with Jesus?
8. (:19) What was Joseph going to do about this humiliating tragedy?
9. (:20 -23) What proof did Joseph have that Mary had not done anything wrong?

10. Where else in the Old Testament had God given promises of this coming
King?

11. (: 24) What do you think of Josepho6s i mmediate ob
tell you about him?

Apply This To My Life:

1. Do you think there is absolute proof that Jesus was the King God had
promised?

We didnét have to see Him bor n,s, ohearslimécachiorm per f or m mi
grieve as we watched Him bleed on the cross, in order to believe He was the
promised Messiah/King. We have the Word of God. Just like Joseph did.

2. How could the perfect Son of God be part of the family tree of such imperfect,
sinful men?

His physical heritage was full of sinful men. But He got His DNA from the Holy Spirit.

He was perfect. He didndét inherit a sin nature from
grandparents and great  -grandparents. He was born completely and utterly perfec t,

and lived His whole life never committing one sin.

13



3. How hard is it to obey God i like Joseph did?
“Faith cometh by
I'tds actually i mpossiibalte Iteoa sotb eifyt GIMaking, amdmearing by
impossible in our own strength. But when we read the the Word of God.”
Word of God, we are given a gift from God i the ability to Romans 10:17

respond in faith. Romans 10:17.

4. Can you remember a time when you struggled with
tr usting and obeying God?

5. Why do you think Jesus waited so long to come to earth to save the world He
made? He made His first promise to come at the time Adam and Eve sinned in
the Garden of Eden. He kept promising over and over through the next 4,000
year s. Why wait so long?

6. Our title for this Matthew study is fiChoseno. Wh
chapter?

The next three pages contain resources you may find helpful
1. Geneology of Jesus in Matthew and Luke
2. Kings of Israel and Judah

3. Brief Timeline of Jewish History
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Geneology of Jesus in Matthew and Luke

God
Adam
Seth
Enosh
Cainan
Mabhalaleel
Jared
Enoch
Methuselah
Lamech
Noah
Shem
Arphaxad
Cainan
Shelah
Heber
Peleg
Reu
Serug
Nahor
Terah
Abraham | Abraham
Isaac | Isaac
Jacob | Jacob
Judah | Judah
Perez | Perez
Hezron | Hezron
Ram | Ram
Admin
Amminadab [ Amminadab
Nahshon | Nahshon
Salmon | Salmon
Boaz | Boaz
Obed | Obed
Jesse | Jesse
David | David
Solomon | Nathan
Rehoboam | Mattatha
Abijah | Menna
Asa | Melea
Jehoshaphat | Eliakim
Joram | Jonam
Uzziah | Joseph
Jotham | Judah
Ahaz | Simeon
Hezekiah | Levi
Manasseh | Matthat
Amon | Jorim
Josiah | Eliezer
Jeconiah | Joshua
Er
Elmadam
Cosam
Addi
Melchi
Meri
Shealtiel | Shealtiel
Zerubbabel | Zerubbabel
Abihud | Rhesa
Eliakim | Joanan
Azor | Joda
Azdok | Josech
Achim | Semein
Eliud | Mattathias
Eleazar | Maath
Naggai
Hesli
Nahum
Amos
Mattathias
Joseph
Jannai
Melchi
Levi
Matthan | Matthat
Jacob | Eli
Joseph | Joseph

15




Kings of Israel and Judah

Year Kings of Kings of Notes What B(_)ok
B.C. Judah Israel of the Bible?
933 1 Rehoboam 1 Jeroboam | Division after Solomon I Kings 12-14
915 2 Abijah I Kings 14&15
912 3 Asa I Kings 15, 1l Chron 15
911 2 Nadab

910 3 Baasha

887 4 Elah

886 5 Zimri

886 6 Omri

875 7 Ahab

874 4 Jehoshaphat

855 8 Ahaziah

854 9 Joram

850 5 Jehoram

843 6 Ahaziah 10Jehu

843 7 Athaliah The only female ruler

843 8 Joash

820 11 Jehoahaz

806 12 Joash

803 9 Amaziah

790 13 Jeroboam |1

787 10 Uzziah

749 11 Jotham

748 14 Zechariah

748 15 Shallum

748 16 Menahem

741 12 Ahaz

738 17 Pekahiah

738 18Pekah

730 19 Hoshea

726 13 Hezekiah

721 End of the northern kingdom.

697 14 Manasseh

641 15 Amon

639 16 Josiah

608 17 Jehoahaz

608 18 Jehoiakim

597 19 Jehoiachin

597 20 Zedekiah

586 End of the southern kingdom.
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Brief Timeline of Jewish History

1. God chooses Israel to be His chosen people

Abraham 2,000 bc*
2. God rescues them from slavery in Egypt
Moses 1,500 bc*
3. God unites them as a Kingdamthe land of Israel
David 1,000bc*
4. God allows them to divide into two kingdorgs
The Northern Kingdom & The Southern Kingdom 900bc*
5. God scatters the Northern Kingdom (called Israel, or
Ephraim) by allowing Assyria to conquer it 700bc*
6. God sendshe Southern Kingdom (called Judah)
Into captivity from the Babylonians 550bc*
7. God frees Judah to return to their homelaqd
But not a world power anymore 500bc*
Ruled by:
Babylonians
Persians
Greeks
Romans
8. Jesus comes to be theifessiah 0-33ad

9. The Romans destroy Jerusalem & the temple
The Jews are scattered throughout the world 70ad
10.La NI St A& | yhbdiaf2y | 3 AOX8adzi Ay

*QOld Testament dates are
approximate.
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The Three Wise Gentiles
Matthew Chapter 2

Ouir title for this chapter is a little play with words, just to draw our
attention to a really interesting little
tidbit from the Bible.

Most of us  know the story of the birth of iwe Three Ki

Jesus. Webdve probablyl see@df mahy are

manger scenes, you know, the stable, . '

the animals, Mary, Joseph, the baby in a Bearing Gifts We
manger, the three wisel mehaverse af §& €9alkt of
the bedrock of our failjth, so | dondét]| want

to lessen the importance of th e story of
the birth of our Savioré

But, from Matthew Chapter 2, there ismore to the storyé.
We 6 1 | begin with some definitions:

T A A J eimwaperson inthe Family Tree of Abraham. Abraham was the
first Jew.

T A A Gentisdnymne else.

Now, on to Matt hew 2, verses 1&2 1

ANow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Ju
the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying,
OWhere is He who has been born King of the J

His star in the East and have ¢ ome to wor s hMathewl:b&2 6 n

The first couple of verses in most Bible chapters really give you a lot of

interesting facts to set the stage for what
ask some fij o guesiand andssaeowvhat we learn:

a. When (when did this take place)? Sometime after Jesus was
born in Bethlehem
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b. When (during whose reign) ? During the days when Herod was
King over Palestine. (That puts this event sometime around

0AD

c. Who (who is this talking about) ? Men from the East 1 called
AWi se Meno. These would have been astron
men, fr om t heastbfdausdlem. Probably from the

area which is present -day Iraq or Iran. These men would not
have been Jews. They would have been Gentiles. From an area
of the world  where they did not believe in the One, True God.

d. What (wha t were they doing) ? ? They travelled to Jerusalem
because they had reason to think a momentous event had
occurred for the Jewish people.

e. How (how had they heard about
Jesus) ? How would they have known AKnow therefd
o o et atiie | and undersand
star with the facts they already knew that from the going

(l'tdéds very possible t1e>§orﬂp1045§]eco i es of
command to restore

the prophecies of Daniel T who lived _
and prophesied in their area of the and build Jerusalem
world some 500 years before this ), so until Messiah the
they realized the Jewish Messiah had Prince, there shall
arrived. be seven weeks and
sixty -t wo weeks §
Daniel 9:25
This Jewish Messiah was The One the Jews had
been waiting for. The descendant of King
David. The true King of Israel i who was also
God. Il nteresting, though, isnét it, that it
Gentiles who recognized this, and not the e ducated Jews who should
have been holding their breath waiting for this Promised One.
Why werenbét they? Because the educated Jews
forward to their Messiahdéds coming. They wer
in their political climate, and their positions of power within their

religious community. They totally were caught unaware when their
God visited them.
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But the educated Gentiles I at least the Three Wise Gentiles T were

fascinated with what they saw coming to pass. They believed the

Jewis h scriptures were true, and they acted on it. That os faith.

What an interesting twist! TheThsgeory of Jes

Gentiles with Faith in the One, True, God, and a whole nation of
Jews without.

The Three Wise Gentiles heard about Jesus by reading ancient Jewish
manuscripts, and then seeing a star.

How did you hear about Jesus?

It as when | was a
Il 611 tell you my owen sjt eﬁ'or%l?d’hvé’ and| th
as you study this on your own, think School, though, that

through your own story. | first realized the

I donot remember when |l %OgOfJeSLfs

heard the name of Jesus. My family
were church -goers from the time | was
little, so it must have been then that |
first heard people talking about Him.

A iYudd TP

And | must have first heard the Gospel story ithe story of Jesuséb
birth, life, death and resurrection I at some time in my growing up
years, but again, I dondt remember exactly w

up knowing the facts.

It was when | was a senior in High School, though, that | first realized

the story of Jesus wasnot just a story. It
alive. And He cared personally for me. It hit me like a ton of bricks

one Sunday morning in 1965. | was visiting a little Baptist church in

Tucson, Arizona. | sat in the congregation listening to a sermon

preached by a Pastor named Dick Buck. He was teaching from the Old
Testament book of Nehemiah. He was talking about this man,

Nehemiah, in Old Testament times, who was chosen of God to get the
wall built around the crumbled -down city of Jerusalem.

| sat there that morning wondering if God had anything special He
wanted me to do with my life. | was a senior in High School and
thinking about where to go to cwliféd €dgeé. and w
and | just wonderedédid God have anything He
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Thatdos when it hit me. |l f God did have anyt
how in the world could I know what it was?
knew about Hi m. I  knew thknow His) atalk e But | di

and | were strangers.

As Pastor Buck continued to preach, | remember talking to God for the

first time in my |ifeéoLord, what is it You
i fe? l O6mi nwst macmwl ain girl who tells a few
good underneath the rsdurtflaec est orl Y0é& et thaeeta when
died on the cross You paid the price for sin
me, didndét you? Y o umea ot justdor dverybatly, leud f o r

really for me. Iltwas my sin you paid

for? |l havendot ever reali zec
When you really real . Why did You die for me?
hear about Jesus, know why You did, but | would like to
your life changes. thank you for it. Il donodot Kk

give back to You for doing that for me. |

dondt have anything You woul c

But éherebs my |ife. You can
Youwantwithit. | t 6s Your s. Il &m Your s. O

And that was when | first really heard about Jesus. My life has never
been the same.

When you really hear about Jesus your life changes.

AWhen Herod the king heard this, he was trou
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes

of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be

born. o Matthew 2: 3&4

Why was Herod the  king troubled when he heard about the visit of the
Three Wise Gentiles? (Three Wise Men)

Nowif we didndét know the whole story already,
point that Herod was wanting just as much as the Three Wise Gentiles
to find and worship this little newborn King, right?

But most of us do already know the rest of this story. We know that

king Herod is eventually going to try to kill this little baby T because
he saw him as a potential rival. We know that king Herod was

troubled because he was afraid. Afraid that his own position of power
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was about to be challenged by a myth T astoyfrom a book he didnbo
believe in.

Herod was a Akingo of I srael, put in power b
But he was not a man of faith. He di dnot be
God, he just told everyone he did. He wasno
Messiah,aSavi or , t o save him from his sins. He d
think about his sins. And he sure didndt th
of his sins. All he needed was to get rid of all his enemies. This little

baby that was just born was definitely an enemy in h IS eyes.

Why did Herod want to know where the child was to be born? So he

could find him and kill him. Just like that.

ASo they said to him, &6l n Bethlehem of Judea
the prophet:
ABut you, Bethlehem, in the | and of Judah

Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler
Who will shepherd My people I srael .o M

The chief priests and the scribes knew exactly where the coming King
was to be born. How did they know that?

It had been prophesied in Jewish
A B uybu, scriptures. It wasndt a secr
Bethlehem, in the with a scroll of the prophet Micah could
land of Judah, are see clearly 1 the promised Messiah T the
not the least among promised ruler of Israel 1 the One Who
the rulers of woul d take care ofiwdsl Godoés
Judahéo Mi c 4 tocome from Bethlehem, a little town
five miles south of the Jerusalem city
limits.
AThen Herod, when he had secretly called the
from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bet hl ehem and said, 6Go and search carefully

when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that | cam come
and worship Him also. o Matthew 2:7&8
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First Herod determined what time this star had

appeared, so that he

could know how old this child probably was by this time. Then he sent

the three wise gentiles on their way to find this little baby

request that they send word to him afterwards so that he, too, could

come and worship this little miracle.

Oh yes, he was lying.

AWhen they heard the
departed; and behold, the star which

they had seen in the East went before
them, till it came and stood over where

the young Child was. When they saw

the star, they rejoiced with ex ceedingly
great joy. And when they had come into
the house, they saw the young Child

with Mary His mother, and fell down and
worshiped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented

gifts to Him: gold, frankincense and
myrrh.o Matlli hew 2: 9

The star they had first seen in their own land conti

=~

T with the

i nl gn’ow Weiﬁléh)ave
seen Christmas
pageants where the
three wise men
arrive at the stable
and see the
newborn baby

Jesusébut é.

was actually
probably more like 2
years old when they
arrived.

J 6

nued to lead them

as they headed toward Bethlehem. Until finally it came to rest right
over the very house where Joseph and Mary and the baby Jesus were

living.

As they left Jerusalem and saw that star leading them, they were filled

with joy! The One Wh

o had been leading them all this way was still

with them! They were being led by the One, True God! They were
fulfilling their purpose in life. And they were about to meet this One,
True, God, in the body of a Baby. Cause for great joy.

When they foun d Mary, Joseph, and the Baby, they fell down and

worshipped the Baby, Jesus.

They didnoét wal k

back

outside and

their knees, look to the heavens, and thank the One Who had led

them. They walked into this little hou

se and worshipped the Baby.

They knew the Baby was God. They may not have totally understood

how this worked

i but they believed the Jewish scriptures they had

wor ship
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studied. They believed the Baby was the One Who had made the

starséand had | ed dthéyeonshippedHm. (Aknow we all

have seen the Christmas pagents where the Three Wise Men arrive at a stable in

Bet hl ehem and worship the newborn Jesusébut just make
was probably nearly 2 years old by the time the three wise ge ntiles arrive - see

verse 16 below)

They gave him their gifts. Gold. Frankincense. Myrrh. Gifts fit for a
King.

Now begins the unfolding of the story of God
Joseph, Mary and Jesus. First,read verses 12 -23, and t hhmke wedl |
a list of this incredible series of events:

AThen, being divinely warned in a dream that
Herod, they departed for their own country another way. Now when

they had departed, behold, and ange | of the Lord appeared to Joseph

in a dream, saying, OArise, take the young C

to Egypt, and stay there until | bring you word: for Herod will seek the
young Child to destroy Him. o

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and

departed for Eg ypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it

might be fulfilled which wa s spoken by the Lord th  rough the prophet,
saying, 6Out of Egypt | called My Son.

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was
exceedingly angry; and he s ent forth and put to death all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years

old and under, according to the time which he had determined from

the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the
prophet, say ing:

A voice was heard in  Ramabh,

Lamenta tion, weeping, and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,

Refusing to be comforted,

Because they are no more. 6

Now when Herod was dead, behold, ad angel of the lord appeared in a

dreamto Jos eph inEgypt,sayi ng OAri se, take the young CI
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young

Chidliteébar e dead. 6 Then he arose, took the yo

mother, and came to the land of Israel.
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But when he heard that Archel aus was reigning over Judea instead of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned of God

in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Gali lee And he came
and dwelt in  a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was

spoken by the prophet s,

6He shall be

a. (:12) The Three Wise Gentiles are warned in a dream not to go
back to King Herod. So they leave Bethlehem another way
and dondét go anlgrushlen e near

b. (:13 -15) An angel appears to
Joseph, warning him to flee to
Egypt with Mary and Jesus.
The angel tells Joseph that King
Herod wants to destroy Jesus.
Joseph goes.

c. (:16 -18) Herod is infuriated
when he realizes the three wise

call ed a

call ed My
Hosea 11:1

AOut of Egypt

Sor

gentiles are not going to be a part of his plan to destroy this
little King. So he uses the information he

in Ramah,
lamentation,
weeping and great
mourning, Rachel
weeping for her |
chil drenébo
Jeremiah 31:15

had about when the star had appeared
(about 2 years earlier), and he sends his
ARA voice was | soldierstotheBethlehem area and orders
them to kill all male children 2 years old
and younger. The grief and wailing and
screaming of mothers and fathers and
families must have been horrendous.

c aimagine a man so evil that he
would order such a thing.

d. (:19 -21) After this wicked

man, Herod, died, Joseph got another

message in a dream from an angel, and was told it was now
safe to take the young child and Mary and head back to the land

of Israel.

e. (:22 -23) But by now Joseph has understood that his job will be
to safely guard this Little Boy given into his care, so he is still
afraid to go back into the area near Jerusalem, because he has
heard that the son of Herod is
the son of Herod to be any different from his father. An angel of
the Lord confirms this fear as he appears again to Joseph and
guides him away from Jerusalem, and into the area of north

now King,
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Israel, called Galilee, where the Child will be well away from the

evil political intrigues of Jerusalem.

This is all we will learn about the early life of Jesus from Matthew.
Luke, in his Gospel account, gives a few more details. But, for the

most part, the Lord hasndét given us much of
growing -up years. There have been documents written through the
years which imagine what those years must have been like, or make
up stories of Jesuso6 early Ilife, but nothing
besides Matthew and Luke are written
accounts we can depend on to be true.
The Gospel of Mark doesgndAndeshewWph
Jesusd birth at all, ahpdbecameflesh@rdpel Written
by John doesndt tell u$ &dwefamangusy abo Jt
Jesus 6 eaxceptyhatHe vias God and we beheld His
and He became flesh. (John 1:14) glory, the glory as

of the only begotten

of the Fat her

John 1:14
Questions for your Personal Use or
Discussion:

1. (1 -2) Lots of facts in these verses:
a. When (when did this take place)?

b. When (during whose reign)?
c. Who (who is this talking about)?
d. What (what were they doing)?

e. How (how had they heard about Jesus)?

2. How did you hear about Jesus?

3. (:3 -4) Why was Herod the King troubled when he heard about the visit of the

Three Wise Gentiles? (Three Wise Men)

4. Why did Herod want to know whe

re the child was to be born?
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5. (:5 -6) How did the chief priests and scribes know where the child was to be
born?

6. (:7 -8) What did Herod say he hoped to accomplish by sending the Three
Wise Gentiles to Bethlehem? Was he lying?

7. (19 -11) Why did itgive  the Three Wise Gentiles such great joy to find this
child?

8. (12 -23) Now begins the unfolding of the story of
on Joseph, Mary and Jesus. What are the incredible series of events?

a. (:12)

b. (:13 -15)
c. (:16 -18)
d. (119 -21)
e. (122 -23)

Apply This To My Life:
9. Was any of this left to chance?

Nope. Every second was planned by and protected by the One, True God.

Remember, God is never up in heaven wringing His hands when some dark cloud is
hanging over your life. If youareac hild of His, every second of your life is planned
and protected by God.

10.Does it ever say anywhere that there were Athreeo

Actually, no. Our Christmas pageants have taught us there were Three Wise Men,

but technically the Bible never says there were three. Maybe there were. And who

cares? But if you ever want to put on a Christmas pageant with Two Wise Men, you
wo ul dn dévtongb e

11. Why did God bring the Three Wise Gentiles into the story?

This is the coolest part of this story, | think , and the reason | named this chapter

AThe Thr ee Wi s #yoGwilndok up thesverses below you will see that God
made clear to H is people in Old Testament times that His salvation and His love were
not just for the Jews. They were for all the world. Jews and Gentiles.

He was never just the God of the Jews. He simply gave the Jewish people the high
privilege of introducing Him to the rest of the world He had made and loved.
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Jesus was the Messiah of the Gentiles, too.

Psalms 72:10,11 AThe Kings of Tarshish and of the is
presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts. Yes, all kings

shall falldownbef or e Hi m; al l nations shalll serve Him
lsaiah42:1 A Behol d! My servant whom | wuphold, My
whom My soul delights! | have put my Spirit upon Him; He will bring

forth justice to the Gentiles. o

Isaiah42:6 fAl , the Lord, haventeausness,andwiVou in rig
hold your hand; | will keep You and give You as a covenant to the

people, as a |ight to the Gentil esbo

Isaiah 11:10 A And in that day there shall be a Root
shall stand as a banner to the people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him,

and resting place shall be gl orious. o

The Three Wise Gentiles were the first of millions of gentiles who would someday
bow the ir kneeto the Messiah of Israel i the King of the world
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Why Baptism?
Matthew Chapter 3

About 30 years have passed since the end of Chapter 2.

A | those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of
Judea, O Matthew 3:1

Where was John the Baptist preaching? Verse 1 says he was
preaching in the wilderness of Judea. Where was that? Look at the

map below.
Israel

]f o Approximately where

| g— John was baptizing.

1

Jerusalem :
)

Wikipedia map

A couple of things are notable about his location.

9 First 1 itis away from Jerusalem. This is significant because
everything that happened religiously in Israel always happened in
Jerusalem. This is where the temple was, and where the center of

religious power and authority were. The Pharisees and Saduce es and
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priests and scribes controlled everything that happened in Jerusalem.
Why did the Lord choesegswulsoal decan i on

ministry?

f Second i John the Baptist was in the
wasndt in a popul ddpeaqple evenkriow he wabsmuy
there? Scripture doesnot tell wus
he simply started preaching T somewhere along the Jordan River
perhaps to the snakes and scorpions T and eventually some traveler
heard this crazy man  out preaching in the desert, and spread the
word. What does this say to you about the ministry of John the

Baptist?

for J
Awil derness:
many detai |

Aand saying, ORepemt off direatvleen kisn@do hand! o

3:2

Johnds whole message was

one of repentance.

John was not just telling people they

needed to feel bad about their sin. He was

telling them to begin to search their lives

and ask how they shoul d
to g et ready for an unbelievable event

which was about to come upon them. They

were about to see the Kingdom of Heaven

come right down to earth. They were about

to be visited by God.

APrepare
of the Lord; make

C Rifafyil if thd D

desert a highway for

ye f

or de

nFor this is he who was

voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord;

make His paths straight.

our God. o ]
40:3

spoken of by t
0O Matthew 3: 3

It was Isaiah, the Old Testament Prophet, who saw that someday
someone would come who would get the people of God ready for the

comingofthelLord. | sai ah 40: 3.
be: ARThe Great King is

| sai ah sai
Ge't

comi ng!

In Old Testament times, when a great and powerful earthly king would
travel from one place to another, oftentimes there would be huge
efforts to prepare fo  r his arrival. Sometimes roads were even

he pro

d Johnods n

your sel
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straightened out or smoothed out so that the King did not have to
travel on bumpy or crooked paths.

John the Baptistds message was not one of st
t hough. Hi s fAstraight éeai ngpaertwwaeset one of t he
their King, the Jewish people needed to identify the sin in their lives

and wrench themselves away from it.

AiNow John himself was |cIfoB&heq G.n I wi
camel 6s hair, with a I|leaPhEighthge| t arlound
his waist; and his food was locusts and prophet before the

widhoney o Matthew 3: 4 coming of the great
and dreadful day of

the Lord, and he will
He lived in the desert. Alone. He turn the hearts of

dressed in camel ds hailr ”%e.e(th%%ntqt@e.
Rough. A leather belt around his waist. children, and the

Not fancy. And he ate the creatures of hearts of the

the desertélocustséand| whldendgthelr i | d

honey he could find. fatherséo M 3
4:5&6

Weird? Yes. Probably only crazy people
lived this way.

Significant? Yes. There were prophets of old who also had lived like
this and looked like this, specifically Elijah. John was bringing the
people back to the basics. He was forcing them, even with his dress
and lifestyle, to remember the mighty God of Israel. And to wonder
what it would be like to stand in His presence.

AThen Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the regi
out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their
sins. o Matthew 3:5&6

| think verse 6 tells us why this weird guy preaching in the desert
became sopopular. Th e people came to John and Aconfe

sinso. The Spirit of God was working in the
inside and knew they were filthy in the sight of God, they longed for
peace and cleanlinessé.and wild animals coul

away f rom the truth John was providing. Well, literally, wild animals
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did |ive out there in the wil ddrirdekeggéso | gu
them away, did they?

ABut when he saw many of the Pharisees and S
bapti sm, he s aiBdoodohviperdd Wekomwarned yo u to flee
from the wrath to come?0o0 Matthew 3:7

Not too impressed with them, was he?

ATherefor e, behgof fruits wo
repentance, and do not think to say to
So what if they were yourseI\A/es, OWe have Abraham
father . o For |1 say to you ttF
sons of Abraham? . )
So what if they were to raise up children to Abraham from
these stones. 0 Matthew 3: 8&¢

priests? So what if
they had religious

f)
power: What did John tell them they should do?

He told them to quit thinking that they

had a special place in Godos
because they had inherited Jewish genes. So what if they were sons

of Abraham? So what if they were priests in the temple? So what if

they had religious power?

They w ere sinners. They needed to repent.

What does repentance mean? | ta rnoeuanndsd .a fic omp
Sometimes we think of repentance as feeling bad about something.

But 1itds more than that. |l tos feeling bad a
orathought youdve had, or an attitude you have,

something about it. Turning around and going in the other direction.

These religious leaders were so proud of their Jewishness! But John
knocked the supports out from under them whe
raise up Jews from stones i f He wanted to. o

AAnd even now the ax is laid to the root of
tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire. o Matthew 3:10
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John is warning them that a day is coming w hen Israel will not be the
people who show God to the World. A day is coming when Jewishness
will not be synonymous with worship of the One, True God.

Al i ndeed baptize you with water unto repent
coming after me is mightier than I, wh ose sandals | am not worthy to

carry. He wi | | baptize you with the Holy Sp
3:11

Johnos biagoing updar the water and

then coming back up again T was symbolic of

eachbaptized personds desil|regAmd broHt eorp f
their sins T to repent and look forward to the witness saying, |

first coming of Messiah. When a person was saw the Spirit

baptized by John, they went back home descending from
readyéwaitingéwatchingeéef gr heabe likKd dored om |of
Heaven to arrive. Watching for the Messiah t 0 and He remained

come and save them from their sins. They upon Him. I did not

were ready to see Jesus for Who he was when know Him, but He

He arrived. who sent me to

baptize with water
So what was JesusO bapti gm?aiWhato infe,Jahn

talking about? whom you see the

Spirit descending,
Johnds telling his | istenerafdrdmlidiigonwhen [t he
Kingdom of Heaven comes, when God Himself Him, this is He who
arrives (Jesus), He will have a whole new way baptizes with the
to baptize. Not water baptism, but Holy Spirit Holy Spirt.o
baptism. 32833

In other words, ever since the resurrection of
Jesus, as people have believed in Jesus, they

have been filled with the Holy Spirit of God
(or. . i mmersesécompl etely covers) eawith new bel
the permanent presence of the Holy Spirit in
baptism was symbolic. Holy Spirit baptism is real, permanent, and

forever. Johnds | isteneriagwhiechrweudhungry for s

finally, once and for all, change them. They had failed miserably in
being the people God intended them to be. They needed the miracle
ofGod int hem. That 6s what was about to come.
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Soé.is Johnbés baptism the samehebpegplei sm pract
get baptized?

The method is the same T going under the water and then coming

back up again i but baptism ever since the resurrection of Jesus has

symbolized the baptized person identifying with the Messiah who

already did come (not waiting ewatching for the Messiah Who
come yet). We dondét go home from a baptism
to appear. He already has appeared. We go home ready to do

whatever it takes to let people know He has come. And let them know

they can repent of th  eir sins and receive Him as Savior. And let them

know that some day He is coming again.

Johnds baptism had a whole generation of Jew
Johnds baptism di dn dititwasgustesymboticobwhat J e ws
was happening in their hearts.

Todayods baptism doesnb6t save anyone, either.
obedience, a symbol, again, of what has

already happened in hdartis. |l t6s a dr ama
way to witness to the world that God Himself fdGo therefore and

has totally cleansed and come to live in a make disciples of all

heart. l'tds like fAraising pyafoHs badtizing90. Ppayin
am a believer in Jesus. He lives in me. | want them in the name of

the whole world to know, so | am getting the Father and of

baptized as my statement to the world. | am the Son and of the

in Jesus now. He is i n me. QolysSpirit teac hing

them to observe all

things that | have
AHIi s winnowing éandandHewilli n |Hi $mdended you;

thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and and lo, | am with

gather His wheat into the barn; but He will you always, even to

burn up the chaff with unjgug@dendopiielage. fol r p- 0
Matthew 3:12 Amen. o

Matthew 28:19&20

Againéwhat is John wArninlg_them of?
coming judgment.

Actually, this is a judgment th at is still to come, even for us, 2,000

years after this was spoken. The miracle 1is
come yet. There is still time for anyone to believe in this Messiah of

| srael éMessiah of the worl d.
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AThen Jesus came fr om hedordantebe baptmedbByo hn at t
hi m. And John tried to prevent Him, saying,
You, and are you coming to me?0 But Jesus a
6Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitt
righteoushesshé alll owed Hi m.-85 Matthew 3: 13
Why would Jesus need to be baptized? Did He need to repent?
This at first does seem confusing. Because,
need to repent of anything. He had never sinned. But remember,
Johndés baptism, just |ike todayods baptism, d
sin. It was a symbol.
So what was Jesus symboli  zing to the whole world by being baptized
by John?
Hewasidentifyi ng with Johndés message. The Kingdon
coming. The Jewish nation was about to walk right into the fulfillment
of prophecy..and out the other side as a people who could live by faith
in Jesus. They could choose. We know from history that many of
them did not choose to believe in their Mess
|l essons about why they didnot . But right no
Baptist, at this point in history, the Jewish people had the opportunity
to waitéwatchéand bus, asgadhJaw \gas identifying vetis
His people 1 agreeing with the message
of John - that now was the time.

AThe Spirit ¢

Lord shall rest upon

Him, the Spirit of AWhen He had been baptized, J

wisdom and up immediately from the water; and

understanding, the behold, the heavens were opened to Him

Spirit of counsel and and He saw the Spirit of God desce nding

might, the Spirit of like a dove and alighting upon Him. And

knowledge and of suddenly a voice came from heaven,

the fear of the saying, 6This is My beloved S

Lord. o |l said! am well pleased. o Matt hew

What happened after John baptized
Jesus? The Father, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus all appeared together to
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the world. God Himself 1 inthree Persons 1 was agreeing with the
message of John the Baptist. Now was the time.

S o é iddohn fulfill the job Isaiah had said he would do?

Aswegofurth er i nto Matthew wedoll see a little
Baptist. His story ends soon after Jesus begins His ministry.

So did he succeed? Oh, yes. The Jewish world, in fact, the whole
world, were prepared for the coming of the Savior. The coming of the
Kingdom of heaven. Not everyone wanted that Savior. But they all
had their eyes opened to the fact that He was coming.
How about the people who did repent and begin to wait and watch?
We 6 1 | meet them | ater.
Questions for Your Personal Use or Discussion:
1. (:1) Where was John the Baptist preaching?
2. (:2) What was he saying as he preached?
3. (:3) Who prophesied that John the Baptist would come?
4 What did | saiah say Johnés job would be?
5 (:4) What was Johndos | ifestyle? Was t hat
6. (:5&6) Why did people flock to John?
7. (:7) What did John think of the Pharisees and Saducees?
8. (:8 -9) What did John tell them they should do?

9. What does firepentanced mean?

10. (:9) What excuse might these religious men might have made for not
havingepentfio?

11. (:10) What is John warning them of?

12.(: 11) What was the purpose of Johnds bapti s
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13.What would be the purpose of Jesusdé baptism?
14 When people are baptized today, is it Johnods
baptism?
15.(: 12) Againéwhat is dodDhn warning them
16. (:13 -15) Why would Jesus need to be baptized? Did He need to
repent?
17. (:16 -17) What happened after John baptized Jesus?
18. Did John fulfill the job Isaiah had said he would do?
Apply This to My Life:
19. Would you be willing to eat funny and dress we ird in order to do
something great for God?
20What would be a figreatodé thing to do for God?
21. Do you avoid repentance?
22. How important is repentance in our every -day lives?

23. Have you been baptized?

24. Why or why not?
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Temptation
Matthew Chapter 4

Immediately after Jesus was baptized by John he walked right into the

wil dernessé.
Israel
4//;*\:
f 444
l
( Approximately where
] John was baptizing.
]
, The Wilderness
Wikipedia map
AThen Jesus was |l ed up by the Spirit into th
by the devil . o Matthew 4:

We might assume that it was Satan who was initiating this temptation
in the wilderness, but what does this verse say? It says the Holy Spirit
led Jesus away into the wilderness T to be tempted there.

Now why would the Holy Spirit (Who is God, remember) want this to
happen? Why would Jesus (Who is God, remember) choose to be
tempted?
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We know God is goodé.so we believe there is
come from this temptatione.

AAnd when He had fasted forty days and forty
was hungry. o Matthew 4: 2

He fastsfor4d0daysan d 40 ni ght s. I n other words, He
all that time, but instead focuses on communion with His Father.

Sometimes it helps to look at the other
Gospels to see if they give any more
details about things, so look at what Luke
says about this 40 da  ys and 40 nights:

Why do you think
Jesus, fastﬁd?
d wit t

AThen Jesus, being fill]e he Holly

Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was

led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being

tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing,

and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry. o Luke 4: 1¢

So if you take the Matthew account and the Luke account together, it
says that Jesus was in the wilderness, away from people, focusing on
His Father, not eating, and the whole time He was being tempted of
the devil.

Why do you think Jesus fasted?  Here are the reasons | can see:
T He Il onged for time with His Father. Il td6s oft
places in the Gospels that Jesus loved His Father deeply, and that the
Father loved Him the same. When you love someone you want to be

with them. You just candét wait to see them.
they are gone. Jesus had been living on earth by about 30 years at
this time. Thatdés a |l ong time to -be away fr

to -face contact with the One you love.
1 He knew his ene my, Satan, was prowling around, looking for ways to
destroy Him. He wanted to confront Him.
1 He wanted to show the world what this was all about. His life was
not just a fake 1T He truly was without sin. He wanted to give living
proof to the whole world i and to all generations to come i that He,
even in a devastated, weakened state, would not sin.
He was initiating His earthly ministry. This was its start.
He was proving He was God. He would go from here to do 3%2 years
worth of gentle, beautiful, caring, miraculous things for many people.
And He would do it all as a perfect man. He was not just a wonderful
powerful person. Our world has seen a few of th ose, but none of
them were perfect. None of them were God Himself.

=A =
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At the end of that 40 days, when Jesus

was totally weakened and hungry from
. lack of food, then we see the following
iso He humbl g eychange of conversation between Jesus
you, allowed you to and Satan.
hunger, and fed you
with manna which ANow when the tempter came tc¢
you did not know said, o61lf You are the Son of
nor did your fathers command that these stones become
know, that He might bread. 6 But He answered and
make you know th  at written, 6Man shall not Iive
man shall not live by alone, but by every word that proceeds
bread alone ; but from the mouth of God.d @
man lives by every Matthew 4:3 -4 (Jesus quotes this from
word that proceeds Deuteronomy 8:3)
from the mouth of
the Lord. o
Deuteronomy 8:3 Satan told Jesus to take care of His
hunger problem by turning a stone into a
loaf of bread. Jesus said no.
AThen the devil took Him up into the holy
city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple,
and said to Him, o6If you| ay the Son of God,
throw Yourself down. Folr OlfsSharlittr}s("l: OHe
shall give His angel s chart&eel‘or y\puergoo!%ou b, and
6l n their hands ybdup,iestshall.%oé'erpptedH' R
you dash your foot against'r}i E{Sosg_}h'ﬁo Jesus
said unto him, o6It is wrl tl?egt%ron%ma/ '|6n, OfVou sh
nottempt t he Lord vyoMattheBod. §0
4:5 -7 (Jesus quotes this from Deuteronomy 6:16)
Satan took Jesus to a high place and told Him to throw Himse If down,
forcing the angels of heaven to come and rescue Him from death.
Jesus said no.
AAgain, the devil took Him up
exceedingly high mountain, and showed
~ Him all the kingdoms of the world and
AYou shall f ¢ . .
_ their glory. And he said to
Lord your God; you . I . .
shall serve him, and things | will give You_ if You will faIIAdown
. and worship me. 0 Then Jesus
to Him you shall . . - .
N 0 Away wou, Sdtan!yFor it is written,
hold fasteo 060You shall worship the Lord vy
Deuteronomy 10: 20
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Him only you shal/l serve. o0 Then the devil

came and mini st eMatthkw 4:8 -1H i(Jeaus quotes this from
Deuteronomy 10:20)

The devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and offered to
give them to Him, if only Jesus would

worship him. Jesus said no.

What is the same about each of these In each case, Jesus

three temptations? says fAinoo by
speaking His own

In each case Satan, who was created by words of Scripture

Jesus, is assuming he has the right to back to Sat an. He

tell Jesus what to do. He is acting like quotes the Bible as

the creator instead of the created. His answer to the
temptation.

In each case Satan wants Jesus to do

something Jesus actually has the power
and the right to do. Make a stone bread. Rule the kingdoms of the
world. Be protected by His angels. Nothing wrong with these things.

Il n each case Jesus says finoo by speaking His

back to Satan. He quotes the Bible as His answer to the temptation.
In each case, the temptation was for Jesus to not trust His heavenly
Father, but to trust Satan. The temptation was to sin the sin of
unbelief.

In each case, Jesus does not sin the sin of unbeli ef.

In each case, Satan keeps trying. Until Jesus tells him enough is
enough. Then he gives up.

What is different  about each of these three temptations ?

The first temptation involved the simple, basic human need of hunger.

He was being tempted to mee t His own need, but it was
that yet. He decided to wait and trust hi

the timing based on His own needs.

The second temptation was to exercise His Godly anger and prove

not
S

Himself. To show this evil angel Who He was. But it wasno6t tin

judgment T it wasndét time to prove Hi msel f.
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The third temptation involved Jesusd own des
of the world He created and | oved. But it w
either. It was time to trust God. To wa it for His timing.

And so he did.

Why did Satan finally leave  ? He left L

because he wasnodot winnji ng. He | eft 0O go
make another plan. He left to try again iTherefore, s

another way.  But mostly he left because to God. Resist the

Jesus told him to leave. He was, devil and he will flee |

actually, never the one who initiated this from you.o .
temptation, or prolonged4:7it. He coull dnodt
have come anywhere near Jesus unless

Jesus all owed hi m. And he couldnot stay

a minute longer after Jesus sai d leave.

What Satan wanted was to destroy the power of the One Who created
hi m. He di dndét succeed. But he didnét give

James, the brother of Jesus, in his letter to Jewish believers many

years after the resurrection of Jesus, says AT her edulwnit® God.

Resist the devil and h edowdidlJamed khosvé¢hatf r om you. O
Satan would, indeed, flee after confronting a believer who would

choose to submit to God and not sin the sin of unbelief? Because he

heard, after Jes ulEsiGtoryd theustemptation of Jesus,

and he knew that Jesus had revealed what Satan cannot win against.

He cannot win against people who are willing to trust God. To believe

what God says in His Word. To submit to God. Satan runs from that.

Whenthe temptation time was over, JesusO own
care of Him. Of course they were there all through this temptation,

ready to jump in when their Master and Maker needed them. But

they, too, submitted to God and waited on His time.

fiNow when Jesus heard that Joh  n had been put in prison, He departed

to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum,

which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it

might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet , Saying: 0The
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea,

beyond the Jor dan, Galilee of the Gentiles: t he people who sat in

darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the

region and shadow of deatMattHew412t-1Thas dawned.
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After Jesusd trial in the wilderness, hi s mi

message? |t 6s the same message John the Baptist
preaching. Repent. Do an about -face. Youdbve been going i
wrong direction. Get ready. The Kingd om of heaven is coming.

Why didnét He just begin shouting fAiHere | an
arrived!o ?

Because these people He loved needed time to understand. He knew
their limitations, and the power of the evil culture they lived within.

He was givi ng them time to see who He was. Time to respond by
believing in Him, trusting Him and waiting on His timing.

AAnd Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, s
called Pater, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for

theywe r e fi sher men. The He said to them, OFol
make you fishers of men. 6 They i mmedi ately
followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James

the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebed ee

their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately
they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.

Matthew 4:18 -22
Israel

the regions of Zebulun and
f - Naphtali, and the Sea of
Galllee

' The Wilderness

’ Galilee area: Capernaum,
7N

Wikipedia map

Nowé Hi s mi ni s He startsdobg gcallmg His disciples together.
What did He say to them which made the m want to follow Him?
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He just called. They responded because He had already begun to

minister to them in their hearts i maybe for years 1 giving them a
hunger for truth and for a relationship with God. They responded
because deep within them they saw this plain, ordinary man and were

drawn to Him.

They were drawn to Him because He was God. He was perfect. He
was doing everything according to Godds ti me
it or understand it yet, but they followed Him.

AAnNnd Jesus wall Gdlileeatéaohing in their syn agogues,

preaching the gospel of  the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness

and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went

throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were

afflic ted with various diseases and torments, and those who were

demon -possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.

Great multitudes followed Him i from Galilee, and from Decapolis,

Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond25ordan. o Mat t h

Was Jesus well -received as He began His ministry? Why?

Yes, He was. Why? Well, obviously, for one thing,

He was healing them. But more importantly, the But would they trust
power of God was reaching into human hearts and His timing? Would
connecting with their deep, aching need for a they wait for Him to
perfect Savior to enter their broken world and do things His way?

change them int o the people they were always
meant to be. They had spent their whole lives
scrambling after the things of this world, grabbing
the stuff they thought they must have, believing the lies of Satan.
They were desperate for belief in God.

But would they t  rust His timing? Would they wait for Him to do things
His way?

Questions For Your Personal Use or Group Bible Study:

1. (:1) Whose idea was it that Jesus be tempted?
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2. (:2) What did Jesus do in the wilderness?

3. Why do you think Jesus fasted?

4. (:3 -11) Satan tempted Jesus three times. What happened in each

case?
1. :3-4
2. 5-7
3. 8-11

5. What is the same about each of these three temptations?

6. What is different?

7. (:11) Why did Satan finally leave? (James 4:7)

8. ((12-17) Af t er ihthewildemess, his manistry begins. What
is his message?

9. (:18 -22) And as His ministry begins, He begins to gather His disciples
together. What did He say to them which made them want to follow

Him?

10. (:23 -25) Is Jesus well -received as He begins Hi s ministry? Why?

Apply This to My Life:

11. What does temptation look like in your life?
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12. How have you handled temptation in the past?

13. Have you learned anything from this chapter which will
help you handle temptation in the future?

14. Have you seen in  this chapter why God might allow temptation?
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Goddés Way of Blessingé.or Mine?
Matthew Chapter 5:1 -16

Jesus has attracted great crowds in the Galilee area of Israel. He goes
up into a mountain T not like the Rockies 1 but more like the rolling
hills of Brown County, Indiana. He sits down on a hill, where the great
crowds of people can see him, His disciples come around Him, and He
begins to teach them.

Israel

Galilee area: There are
small hills in this area.
This is where Jesus sat
down and taught "The Ser-
mon on the Mount”.

Wikipedia map

What is He goingto  say? Is He going to say what all the Priests and
Levites always say? Be moral. Do the right thing. Quit doing the
wrong things. ??

A new day has dawned. Jesus has true and piercing things to say

which have never been said behavebeenbut t hen
said beforeé.in the scriptureseé. but it has
anyone realized what the scriptures were actually saying.
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Up is downé.and down is wupé..Things are diff
thinking:

AAnd seeing the mul t iohamoerdgajin, aklevhembBlent u p

was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and

taught them, saying:o

1. (1-10) There are 8 fABeatitudeso in this pass:
one and ask yourself: What about this statement is different than
peopl ebs usual way of thinking?
a. 3 Bl essed are the poor in spirit, for th

heaven. o

The fApoor in spirito are those who are spiri
words, they have no ground to stand on in front of God. They have no

great de pths of spirituality. No way to be proud of their relationship

with God. They are lower than the low. They have wrecked their lives.

They are nothing.

Soéour usual way of thinking about such peop
worth even paying attention to. T hey are losers who are not worth our

ti me. And certainly they wil!/ never have an
a mess.

But God doesnodot think that way. God says th
blessed 1 or, in other words, - the poor in spirit have reason to be

happy. For goodness sake, why?

Because they have reached the point in life when they know they are

nothing. They can reach out in faith to the One who paid the price for

their sin and believe in Him. Because they know they are lower than

the low. Allth e props which most people have under them T those

things which we count on to pull us through i have been knocked

away. They know they need Jesus. They know they have nothing else

or no one else to turn to. They can put the
th e kingdom of heaven.

b. 4fABl essed are those who mourn, for they s

The ones who mourn are the ones who have had a great loss. Surely

there is no reason to be happy about this?
thinking, there is great reason to be happy
you mourn you are in the privileged position of bein g comforted by the
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Lord Himself. He puts His arms around you and fills you with peace
and joy. There is no blessing in the world greater than that.

c. 5Blessed are the meek, for they shall inft
The meek. The ones wlwbatijtakesstopdtondt have
themsel ves forward and make things happen in
have the courage or the self ~ -confidence. And everyone knows that it
i s the-Afdt pyee sonal ities who get the great | ot

most money, can have the nic est homes. The meek simply live quietly
and usually under the thumb of someone else.

So why would God say they are blessed? Beca
they are the richest 1 because of what they will someday be inheriting
T not based on their own efforts, but based on what God Himself

desires to do for them. He has gifts to give. And homes to give. And
friends and neighbors and purpose to give.

The meek candét make it happen for themsel ves
watch the Lord of the Universe do it for them. Blessed.

d 6ABlessed are those who hunger and thirst
for they shall be filled. o

Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are the ones who live in
the midst of a sinful and filthy world and inside they are dying because
they long to live somewhere else.

The Psalmist said AiWoe is me that | dwell I n
among the tents of Kedar. My soul has dwelt too long with one who
hates peace. I am for peace, but when | spe

Psalm 120:5 -7

He is expressing his grief at the pain he experiences every day, living
amongst people who do not love or believe in the One, True God. He
is injured by their hatred, their warring spirits, their ugliness. And he
hungers and thirsts for righteousness.
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According to Matthew 5:6, he is blessed. Why? Because that hunger

will be filled. Someday that hunger will only be a dim memory. A day

is coming when he will not be surrounded with sin, but instead

surrounded by beauty and peace and harmony every day. Blessed.

e. 7Bl essed are the merciful, for they shal

The merciful step away from revenge. They offer forgiveness right

away. They are only a breath away from restored relationships. They

are not bitter. Quite often they are taken a dvantage of because of

their merciful hearts. Sometimes you find yourself wishing they would

stiffen up a little, and not be quite so ready to forgive and forget T so
that they wouldndét get hurt so often.

And most of the time, the merciful people | have known are the ones

who have themselves experienced the most mercy from Jesus. They

know what they were. They know of what they have been forgiven.

They couldndét think of holding a grudge, bec
grudge against them.

The merciful have  experienced mercy. And there is more mercy to
come. Blessed.

f. 8 iBlessed are the pure in heart, for the

The pure in heart. Forgiven. Pure because the blood of Jesus has

covered over their sins, washed them clean. They shall see God.
Blessed.
g 9Bl essed are the peacemakers, for they s
sons of God.

The peacemakers. My sister, Susan, is a peacemaker. She works

hard all the time to bring people together, and to fill the holes others

leave behind. She is the oldest in our little group of 4 siblings, and

she is the one who will call us all to let us know about family troubles,

or get wus all to a funer al or a wedding. Sh
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| sometimes wonder if Susan is wanting our Mom and Dad to say to

her: IAlWedone, Sus. 0 But she never hears it.
be the peacemaker. Il tés her job.

But the peacemakers in Goddos kenagfidom will ©be
Godo. will heeyar dwel | doneo from the Father whi

very highly. Blessed.

h. :10 "Bl essed are those who are persecuted f
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven

And finally, the persecuted. The ones who speak the truths of God
and take a beating for it. They are blessed? Happy?

Oh, yes. You cannot read any church history book without feeling the

Abl essedod persecuted ones jumping out of the
room and shouting fAit was worth iit!!1!lo Al w
ABl essed are you when they shall revile and

kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

2. (:11&12) What two things are said in these verses which were wildly
different than m  ost of our thinking?

Jesus goes on to expand on what He just said in verse 10 about

persecution. He again says how blessed it is to be a persecuted one.

Nobody | know would agree with thatébecause
ever been persecuted, and they are afr aid of it. He gives us two

reasons to be convinced that being persecuted is a blessing.

i One i You have areward waiting for you.
1 Two T You are in good company. You are joined by the prophets of old
who also were persecuted for telling the truth.

Wow. What a step of faith it would be to tell the story of Jesus boldly,
everywhere, and look forward to the blessing.
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In summary, most of us reading this might agree that these 8
Beatitudes are really great concepts. So high and lofty and wonderful
to think about.

But in our hearts and minds we do not want to be blessed in these
ways which God says are His ways.

We want to be blessed with our own ideas of blessings, like:
1 With self -confidence and good decisions, not guilt or shame (éBl essed
are the poor in spirit  €)
1 With intact, happy families, free of tragedy.
(éBl essed are those that mourné)

1 With growing and stro  ng personalities which are able to navigate the

rough spots of life without falling apart.

(éBl essed are the meeké¢)
1 With good people surrounding us who have our same values

(éBl essed are those who hunger and thirst fo
1 With hearts full of  love, but never being taken advantage of

(éBl essed are the merciful é)

1 With someone else tackling the hard things, and making the world
peaceful for us
(éBl essed are the peacemakersé)
1 With friends and neighbors who value us and listen to us and never
make f un of us or persecute us.
(éBl essed are those who are persecuted fo
sakeé)

Shouldwe want t o be bl essed in G

0 way ? Shoul d
should we hope God doesnodot b

dos
|l ess us that mu c

AYou are the salt of salthoses igsdlavdar,ingwshalit 1 f t he
it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot by men. o

3. (:13) What does it mean to be the dAsalt of

Salt seasons or preserves. It keeps the food palatable. It keeps
things from spoiling.

So if we are the fAsalto in this world, then
we? We keep life from being totally unbearable. We keep life going.
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So what is it that would make us | ose our @fs
directtyre f erring to the Beatitudes above when He
and also in the next verse when He says we a
saying we need to be fiblessedd in Godbés ways
world intact. We | ose our fAsalhaveouess o when
bl essings come in the way we think they shou

chall enging us to accept the fAblessingso we
can be used of Him to make a difference in our hurting, injured world.

AYou are the | i gh tcitythétissehan a klccanhotibe A
hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light all who are in the house. Let your light

so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify
yourFath er i n heaven. o

4, (014 -16) What does it mean to be Alighto?

We al | know what | ight is. It tells us what
feel safe. It keeps us from stumbling. You
up. Inthe same way, as a believer in Jesus, yo u dondot hide yoursel
by putting a wall up around you T keeping out all possible hurt. You

allow yourself to be lifted up so that the world can see that Jesus is

sufficient for every need i He can heal the deepest wound. The world

canodot see t hyaetlthemfitiswue. They can see that when
they watch us go through it.

Apply This To My Life:

5. So,shouldwe wantt o be blessed in Godo6s way? Shoul
Or should we hope God doesndt bless us that |
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UpisDowné. Down i s Up
Matthew Chapter 5:17 -48

Israel

Galilee area: There are
small hills in this area.
This is where Jesus sat
down and taught "The Ser-
mon on the Mount”.

S 7
Wikipedia map
Revi ew: Remember, todayods passage, the rest
continuation of what we saw in the first part of Matthew. Jesus is
preaching the ASermon on the Mount 0. He has

t he fABeatiietxupdleasioni ng Goddés thinking on what
is....and now He is about to rock our world with His thoughts on what
righteousness really isé.be prepared to be s
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1. (:17 -19) How important did Jesus think the Old Testament was?

Well, the passage gives the simple answer T Jesus considered the Old
Testament very accurate, very true, and very timeless. He did not
come to show that the Ol d Testament wasnot I

Why is this necessary for us to know? Because ma ny people at that
time were soon going to be saying that Jesus was setting aside all they
knew to be true, and was teaching a whole new set of truths. Once

His ministry got going in full speed, they were going to be hesitating to
believe He was God becaus e it would seem He was teaching things
contrary to what God had already told them.

For instance, Jesus wasno6t going to keep al/l
Sabbath. He was going to heal on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:9 -14),

and hadnét God tol d t lor&komthe SabbathHisdo any w
disciples were at one point going to eat ears of corn plucked from the

fields on the Sabbath, (Matthew 12:1 -8) and again, hadnot God
them not to do any work on the Sabbath? He soon would tell a man to

pick up his bed and carr vy it on the Sabbath (John 5:1 -18), and again,

hadndét God told them not to do any work on t

You see, what Jesus®6 enemies were going to s
He coul dndét possibly be God, as He <cl ai med,
the very rules God had given.

But in this passage, Matthew 5:17 -19, Jesus dispels that untruth

before it even gets started. He is proclaiming from the start that

every word, every letter, and every little grammatical mark, are

supremely important in the Old Testament, be cause itis, indeed, the

very Words of God. Timeless. Never out of date.

So why did Jesus go against the law? Why did He heal on the

Sabbath? Because it never was against Godo6s
Sabbath. Men had made up their own laws about the Sabb ath, and

then had begun to say those laws they made up were actually the laws

God had given them. Jesus didnét go against

against the proud, arrogant laws of men.
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And how important are the true laws of God? If anyone breaks one of
Godos | aws, or teaches others to do so, heods
kingdom. (:19)

2. Did He come to put aside the Old Testament?

to put

No. Absolutely not. But He did come
l' y meant

éwatch and see what Godbés | awrsmesseda |
them up with their own ideasé.

3. (:20) Here is the most important verse in the whole chapter. It
explains all the other things Jesus is going to say in this chapter. Put
it into your own words.

Herebds what the NKVJ saysthatunie$sgqaur | say wunto
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,

you wi || by no means enter the kingdom of he
My own words: You wonodt even get into heave
perfect.

What? Who can be perfect?

4. (:21 -25) T he old way of thinking said Do not murder.

But Jesus said: Do not even be angry with anyone, or you will be

just as quilty as if you had murdered them. In addition, if

someone does something bad to vyvou, donot
reconciled.

What? How can | help but be angry with someone who hurts me?

Thatds i mpossi bl e.
5. (:27 -30) The old way of thinking said Do not commit adultery.
(adultery is being married to one person, but being intimate with
another)

But Jesus said: If you even let yourself d esire someone you are
not married to, you have committed adultery. It would be better
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for you to get rid of your evyes rather that to use your eyes and
commit adultery,

What? My thoughts are just as bad as my actions? | 6m doomed.
6. (:31& 32) The old way of thinking said If you want to divorce your
wife, you can, but you have to do it | egally:
piece of paper that says she is free of you.
from her.

But Jesus said: If you do give your wife t hat slip of paper, you
are still putting her in the horrible position of being an adulteress

if she marries again. The slip of paper
marriage. And if you marry someone who has been divorced,
the same applies to youiéingwdulteryal so are con
What ? Theleagd waynout of a marriage? |l candt
7. (:33 -37) The old way of thinking said If you swear to do something

you must perform it.

ButJesussaid: Doné6ét swear to do anything. Just
i n o osufficent. Your word should be worth something.

What? Other people may not think my word is worth that much. |
need something else to lend power to my words. You are taking away
my ability to do businesséto get what | want

8. (:38 -42) T he old way of thinking said If someone hurts you, you can
hurt them back.

But Jesus said: If someone hurts you, love them. Give to them.
Take care of them. Do more than they ask.

What? OK it hat 6s going too far. No one can be
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9. (:43 -48) The old way of thinking said Love those who love you. Hate
those who hate you.

But Jesus said: Love those who hate you.

What ? I canodot do that. I dondot have i1t in
What are you saying Jesus? AThpstasf ore you s
your Father in heaven is perfect. o

Be perfect? Likeésinless? Be just | ike God
| canodot .

No. We candt . That 6s why Jesus came. To b

Because when the perfect Son of God would die on that awful cross,
He would offer  His death as the payment for my imperfection. And if |
accept His offer, believe He did that for me, then His perfection will
cover my life.

And | will be perfect in the eyes of God, because when God looks at
me He will see the perfection of His Son ¢ overing my life.

And | will be welcome in the kingdom of heaven. Perfect because of
Jesus.

This is what He was telling them in the Sermon on the Mount. He was

telling them what He was about to do, and why He was about to do it.

He was telingthemUP i s DOWN, and DOWN is UPé. Righteo
not what you thought it wasé.and He was the

Do I have anger problems? The perfect Son of God can save me.

Do I have sexual thought problems? The perfect Son of God can save

me.

1 Haveldivorcedéremarriedécommitted adultery? Th
God can save me.

1 Do I have to swear on a stack of Bibles because my word is worth

nothing? The perfect Son of God can save me.

= =
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1 Do I find myself hurting others because they have hurt me? The
perfect Son of God can save me.

M Dol love those who love me, but hate those who hate me? The
perfect Son of God can save me.

Apply This to My Life:
10. Do you consider yourself a righteous person?

11. How do you measure up to the Old School way of thinking about
righteousness?

122How do you measure up to JesusO statements al

13.1 f you donét measure up well to righteousnes:
can you do about it?

14.1f the people you know dondét measure up to J
you chan ge them? Who can?
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Each of these sections, if learned and turned into actions by us, will

change our #Areligiono to Arel ationshipo. J
be moral, or just be kind, or just be good, or just withess to others, or

just teach the truth, or just perform religious acts. He want ed us to

know Him, trust Him, and depend on Him for o
the only way we can do what Matthew 6 teaches. This is not just a

story Titds personal

As you read through each of the following sections, write down ideas
of what you nee d to change, or do differently because of what you
hear Jesus saying:

(each person is going to have his/her own ideas of how to apply these
passages. If you are using this study in a group, talk through each

passage SO you are sure everyone understands what is being said,
then ask people to respond individually and tell how they should apply
it I f your group does not #Atal ko easily, vy

write down their responses, and then ask who would want to share
what they have written. T his gives everyone time to form their
thoughts. If no one still is comfortable talking, then share your own
applications.)

ARTake heed that you do not do your charitabl
seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in

heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a

trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the

streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, | say to you,

they have their reward. But when you do a chari table deed, do not let

your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable

deed may be in secret; a  nd your Father who sees in secret will Himself

reward you openly. o

1. :1-4 Don6ét do good deeds for your own benef it

The passage is simpl vy talking about wanting others to see you do good
things. ltds talking about wrong motives.

What should be our motive for doing good things?
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Am | supposed to make sure no one ever sees me doing a good thing?
Why does Jesus think this is important?

What should 1 change?:

AAnd when you pray, you shal/l not be I|i ke

love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the

streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, | say to you, they

have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room and
when you have shu t your door, pray to your Father who is in the

secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you

openly. And when you pray, do not use vain rep etitions as the
heathen do. F or they think that they will be heard for their many

words.

Therefore, do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you
hav e need of before you ask Him. In this manner, therefore, pray:

Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come.

Your will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors.

And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespas ses, neither

will your Father forgive your trespasses.
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2. :5-15 Dondét just say words when you pray

This passage addresses three things:
a. Prayto God, not to others
b. When you pray, use this as a guide
c. bondét pray to God when you are wunforgivin

What should | change?:

AMor eover , ufadtdnnotpelike the hypo crites, with a sad
countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to

men to be fasting. Assuredly, | say to you, they have their reward.

But you, when you fast, an oint your head and wash your face, so that
you do not appear to men to be fasting, bu t to your Father who is in
the secret pla ce; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you
openly. o

3. :16 -18 Do some things in secret
This passage uses fasting as an example of certain things we should
do in secret in our walk with Jesus.

Are there other things we should do in secret?

What should I change?:
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fiDo not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither mot h nor rust destroys
and where thieves to not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also. 0
4, (19-21 Donét invest in this Iife
This passage makes | ight of the fAthingso

here on earth. Jesus sa ys here that we should be storing up great
treasures in heaven, not great treasures on earth.

What does He mean by Atreasureso?
How do we store up heavenly Atreasureso?

What should 1 change?:

AThe | amp of t he b otdeyefore gourteye & good; wur | f
whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body

will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness,

how great is that darkness! o

5. 122-23 Donét go about blind
This passag e puts a huge emphasis on whether we are seeing things in
Godds way. |7 four @hility to 8ee gnd onderstand T is
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darkened by sin we are actwually Dblind. We ¢
We candét see the way things really are.
Howcanwemakesu re our fAeyeoO is good?

What should | change?:

ANoO one can serve two masters; for either he
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the

ot her . You cannot serve God and mammon. 0

6. :24 Choose whomyou  will serve
This passage says you cannot be committed to God and committed to
money at the same time.

How do we live in this world, then?

Should | just trust God for my livelihood and forget about working?
Should | give all my money away?

WhatdoesJesu s mean by fAserveo?

What should 1 change?:



Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies
“Chosen” — A Study of the Gospel of Matthew

ATherefore | say to you, do not worry

or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is

not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the
birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns;

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than

they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet | say to you that

even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is
thrown in to the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little
faith?

Therefore do not worry, saying, OWhat
I

drinkodé or OWhat shall we wear ?20.
seek. For your heavenly Father knows t hat you need all these things.
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow,

for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is
itsowntr oubl e. 0O

7. 25-34 Dondét sell God short
This last passage says we are not to worry.

What illustrations does Jesus give us to help us understand what He
means?

about

shall

For after

Wh at does it mean to fiseek first t he

What should I change?:
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The Rules of the Kingdom
Matthew Chapter 7 T Questions to Help You Prepare
(Answer Key Follows)

We®re going to divide Matthew 7 wup into

Chapter 6:

0:1-5 What does it mean to fijudged someone?

:6 Sometimes just don“t say anything
:7-12 The Secret to Answered Prayer
:13-14 Do Hard Things

:15-20 How Do | Know Whom to Believe?

o o o o o

:21-23 Not Every Person Who Calls Themselves a Christian
is a Christian!
00:24-28 Don®t Just LearnéAct!

If you are serious about growing in your relationship to Jesus Christ, you

segmer

Y

n

cannot avoid these down -to-eart h gui delines. Actuall
the best word to use here. Tloemrdehavioe n o't
or fAhel pful tool so to use TJatsesevare rulesaRues de c i
of life. These are the laws that govern the Kingdom of God i and they are

di fferent than the | aws we are used to I
feelnatural Tt hey wi | | come hard. But donfit ki

you will be sinning against your Savior if you ignore or minimalize them.
This is the way Jesus wants us to act. This is the way He acted.

L Summarize each section in your own words
L1 Jot down any questions these verses bring to your mind

I For each section, answer this question: Why does God want things done
this way?
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:1-5 What does it mean to Ajudged someone?
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: 6 Sometimes, just don®t say anything

.7 -12 The Secret to Answered Prayer

:13 -14 Do Hard Things

:15 -20 Not Everyone Who Declares Themselves a Religious Leader is

Speaking the Truth!

:21 -23 Not Every Person Who Calls Themselves a Christian Is a Christian!

24-28 Don®t Just LearnéAct! I
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The Rules of the Kingdom
Matthew Chapter 7 T Answer Key

Matthew 7 is the end of the Sermon on the Mount. The location is the
same as in Chapters 5&6:
Here are a few of my comments on each section of our passage:
:1-5What does it mean to Ajudgeod someone?
What is Jesus saying here?

I Is He saying that we are never to admit to ourselves than someone else is
doing something wrong?
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O Or is He saying that even though we realize someone else is doing

something wrong, we s hould never repeat that thought to anyone?

[ Or is He saying that even though we realize someone else is doing

somet hing wrong, we shouldndét think of oursel ves

never bring it to their attention?

[l Or is He saying that even though we realize someone else is doing
somet hing wrong, we shouldn®t be the person who

Each of the above scenarios is not exactly what Jesus is saying.

LI It is OK, even necessary, to admit that someone else is doing something
wr o n iftBey really are.

O It is OK, and sometimes necessary, to admit to others that someone else
is doing something wrong.

O It is OK, under certain circumstances, to bring this wrong thing to the
attention of the one doing it.

1 And sometimes we are the ones who must administer the punishment for

a wrongdoingéas in the case of parenting, or in
land, or in any case where you are the authority, and authority is being
challenged.

So what is Jesus saying  ?

AfJudge not that you be not judged. For with wt
you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured

back to you. oo

Someti mes you hawvwe utto diojnd d g eddd bdcauselyagug ht | vy

wi || al so be | udyguesdlf higHemthans somebne else as if

you couldn®t possibly partake in that same wrc
coul d. Perhaps you have. I f you haven®t, it s
protected you. On your own, you don®t have t he
You aren‘tipeefecore don®t stand back as if yo
your finger at someone else.

AAnd why do you | ook at the speck in your brot

consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother,

ALet me rthespeck f#om your eye; and look, a plank is in your

own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then

you wi || see clearly to remove the speck from
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If you have to be discerning, and admit that someone else is do ing
something wrong, then first ask the Lord to point out to you the things

you are blind about in your own |ife. 't s r ece
problems in someone else®s I|ife, but we have t
our own sins for so long, that quit e often we have just forgotten how

many evil things we do. Soéif you are given a

brother or sister with their sins, do it as one who is also guilty and
ashamed of their own sins. Do it as one who will come along side, and
walk through t he solution with the person you are judging.

Check out the following verses to add a little more light:

O Psalm 139:1-12, and 23&24
O Galatians 6:1-5
O I John 5:16-17

What if I approach my friend and tell him how bad | feel about the sin he
hasembr aced, and offer to walk through it with
anger and tells me to buzz off?

That s quite often what we are afraid of, isnc¢
pride issue, and realize we are no better than the one we want to help

out é. an dweaet past the confession issue, and confess our own sins

ithe one God |l ovingly points out to usé.then,
with this friendship if we have made them mad T and they never want to

see us again?

Answer i it coul d hap pkeve mustitake) though, ifwe teuly

love the one we want to approach with the truth. And if the worst

happens, and they never will speak to us again? Keep praying. Keep

loving. See what God does. Jesus also suffered rejection in order to solve

oursinproo  em. We are His servantsédo we deserve :
John 13:12 -17

Is it possible that this person | love will never get this right? Will God
allow him to stay in this disgraceful condition for the rest of his life?

We are assuming in this conver sation that this person you want to help is
a true believer in Jesus Christ. If they are habitually living in sin, they will
be miserable inside, because the Holy Spirit within them will not give

them peace with their sin. But, yes, it does happen that a t rue believer

can decide to go ahead and |live with guilteéego
mi serabl eéand stubbornly refuse to respond to
heart. We pray for them, speak to them, |l ove t
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still they do not respond. Then we just wait and see. Sometimes God will

even take this stubborn believer home to heaven i because they are

tarnishing the name of Jesus Christ by their desire to continue in sin.

(check out Acts 5:1 -11andlJohn5:16 -17.) We are told that it is not our

pl ace to pray for this Apremature homegoingo t
to God. We should only pray for restitution, and work and hope in that

direction.

.6 Sometimes, just don®t say anything

This verse really goes very well with the above conversation about
judgingébut | think it also stands on its own
circumstances in our lives.

AiDo not give what is holy to the dogs; nNor cas
lest they trample them under their feet, and tur n and tear you into

pieces. 0

Someti mes, there®s no reason to give someone t
simply take the truth you present and trampl e
wi || make fun of the truthéor try to change it
simplicityétnesyoujsstesayadthing.

Who are the dogs, thenéand which evil peopl e ¢
My onlyanswer 7T you¢® | | know. There are just simply ¢ti
know that speaking out will only muddy things up. Stay silent in those

times, and continue to pray . God will let you know when and if you should

someday speak.

17 -12 The Secret to Answered Prayer

What is the secret to answered prayer? Keep it up.

AnAsk, and it wild/l be given to you; seek, and y
be opened to you. For e  veryone who asks receives, and he who seeks

finds, and to him who knocks it wil!/l be openec
Seriously? I f 1 just keep asking |11 get what
Because |1 6ve asked before and it seemed | ike ¢

ino! O.
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Look atlJoh n5:14&15. ANow this is the confidence that
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know

that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions

that we have asked of Him. o

So what else did you |  earn about asking as you read the | John verses?

We ask according to His will.

In other wordsé. oHere is what | think we need,
needébut if you see it another way, then pl eas:c
according to Your wnhadpyto&stseehyeuworkwdour, | ¢

will in my I|ife.o

Bring your requests. Pray according to His will. And keep asking until you

see what God will do. Youfll get your answer .
AiOr what man i s there among you who, if his sc¢

him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask
Hi m! o

Just a little common sense thought here from Jesus: Do you think your
Heavenly Father cares less for you than you care for your own children? If

you would do things for your child simply bece
use your noodle, man T of course God wa nts to do things for you!

AiTherefore, whatever you want men to do to yol
is the Law and the Prophets. o

A very practical way to finish up this thought about answered prayer. Do

you want your Heavenly Father to answer your pray ers? Are you
consistently bringing those requests before Him, and asking according to

His will? If so, then remember, there may be people in your life who also
need things T things you could supply. Help them out i because you
understand what it is to need and to wait for the supply. Be to them what
you are asking God to be to you.

:13 -14 Do Hard Things

AEnter by the narrow gate, for wide is the gat
which leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because

narrow ist he gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there

few who find it.o

The things Jesus has spoken of in the Sermon on the Mount, and just the
cost of following him, period, are very, very hard things. Being a follower
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of Jesus is sometimes pa  inful, sometimes frightening, sometimes

discouraging, sometimes seemingly unfair. Sometime is just stinks that

things are so hard for the one who would do tF
world.

But, there it is. 't just is. Cheorobgblyng to do t
mean suffering for you. It meant suffering for Him. And you will have to

choose, again and again, to go through the narrow, difficult gate, and not

the wide, pleasant gate.

The Apostle Paul, who chose the narrow gate and paid the price, over and
over again, said this: AFor to you it has been granted on
not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer

Suck it up. Choose the narrow gate. The beauty on the other side is well
worth it.

:15 -20 Not Everyone Who Decla _ res Themselves a Religious Leader is
Speaking the Truth!

So how do | know who to believe?

nBeware of false prophets, who come to you in
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do

men gather grapes fr  om thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every

good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree

cannot bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fir e. Therefore by

their fruits you wil/| know them. 0

Watch the lives of the people you would listen to. Do they say one thing

and do another? Walk away. Do they say the Bible is true, but then

promote doctrine that disagrees with the Bible? Quit listenin g. Do they
promise happiness as you follow their teachings, but live unhappy and

sinful lives themselves? Find another teacher.

Thos who would teach you are not going to be perfect. But they are not
going to satisfied with living consistently, notoriou sly in sin, either.

Keep your eyes open. Beware. The ones who would draw you away from
Jesus are out there. And they are not interested in your welfare. They
will eat you, chew you up, and spit you out. Their only desire is to
discredit the Savior of  the world 7 Jesus Christ.
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Peter, in his second letter, said this about such false teachers: ABut these,

like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of

the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own

corruption, and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who

count it pleasant to carous e in the daytime. They are spots and

blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you,

having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing

unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are

accursed children. They have forsaken the right way and gone

astrayéthese are wells without water, clouds ¢
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for
Wow. Stay away from false teachers!

If they teach:

O That Jesus was not God

O That Jesus was not really a man

I That you can be saved by being good enough
I That you can earn your way to heaven

I That Jesus did not really die on the cross and raise Himself from the
dead?é

Stay away from them!

:21 -23 Not Every Pers _on Who Calls Themselves a Christian Is a Christian!

What makes a Christian?

iNot everyone who says to Me, ALord, Lord, ‘¢ sh
he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that
day, ALord, L o r dprophéseed/ire Youw eama, oaist



Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Studies
“Chosen” — A Study of the Gospel of Matthew

out demons in Your name, and done many wonder ¢
then | wil/| decl are to them, Al never knew yol
practice | awlessness! o

So what makes a Christian, from this passage?

[0 He who does the will of the Father. And what is the will of the Father?

John6:29 T AaThis is the work of God, that you believ
s e n The will of the Father is to believe in Jesus. Wholeheartedly. Believe He

is the only way to heaven. John 14:6 i | gheway, the truth and the life,

no man cometh to the Matpdisenal gindness. bigtwdks.. 0

Not personal sacrifices. Just Jesus. He®s the or
and you are doing the will of the Father.

1 Those who “know” Him. You can”“t just know “about” God. You have to

ik nowo T khiamersonal sense. You have to have believed in Jesus,

bowed your knee to Him, and cointlenyoocaHi m t o Aknov
never be turned away from heaven.

24-28 DoOnY9ust LearnéAct! I

As Jesus winds up His Sermon on the Mount, He gives a clear warning:
This truth was not just for storing up more knowledge. It was intended for
your heart to change. Your actions to change. Your life to take a new
direction.

i T h dareewhoever hears these sayings of mine, and does them, | will

liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain

descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house;

and it did not fall, for it was founded on the roc k. But everyone who hears

these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man

who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came

and winds blew and beat on that house, and it
To hear and understand the sayings of Jesus is not building your house on

the rock. To do the sayings of Jesus is building your house on the rock.

Soéare you doing? Are you:

V Living like the Beatitudes?

V Salt and light?
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V  More righteous than the Pharisees?

V  Loving your brothers?

V  Praying ?

V Devotion to be seen of God, not of men?

V Seeing things God® s way?
V Serving God, not riches?

V' Not worrying?

V  Not judging?

V Ask, seek, knock?

V  Walking on the narrow way?

V Avoiding False Teaching and False Christians?

V Doing, not just learning?

I f you find that you fall down in some of thes

Ask Jesus for help, and stay in the Word every day. He will change you
from within. J

AAnd so it was, when Jesus had ended these sa\)
were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. o

Why did Jesus have such authority? He wasn®t |
from Godé. He was God. He was the Source of the
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I f You Are Willingé
Matthew Chapter 8:1 -17 1 Questions and Answers

Here are our discussion segments for Matthew 8

1T 1-4 I f You are willingé.Jesus heals the |e
1 5-13 I f You are willingéldesus heals the cen
1 :14& 15 I f You are willingéJdesu-in-ldweal s Pet er 0s
1 :16-17 I f You are willingéldesus heals many

It seems to me the theme for this part of <c¢h
ar e Wi |becausayall of the things Jesus did in this chapter were
based solely on whether or not He wanted to do what He did. Jesus is
never fAforcedo to do something He doesndét wa

And all the things He does for us T all the little and big things T are
also based solely on whether or not He wants to do them for us.

If He wants to reach down and get our attention, He does.

If He wants to lift a burden from our shoulders, He does.

If He wants to heal our sicknesses, He does.

If He wants to call us to serve Him for our whole life, He does.

He doesndét revolve around usé.we revolve aro

center of the wheel. We are the spokes. He is the reason we exist.
Not the other way around.

Donét |l et this truth rev uphisysoaithe rebel |l i ous
pl ace to say AAnd what i f He doesndt want to
AHOw an | | ove a God Who just does what He
only trust a God Who is | ooking out for me,

Noithis is the pl ace wards te doyhese thilgs foré H e
me! 0 He wants dol | vy
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1 :1-4 Il f You are willingé.Jesus heals the 1| e

AWhen He had come down from the mountai n, gr
followed Him. And behold, a leper came and worshipped Him, saying,

6Lord, i fwiYdu nagr,e You can make me cl ean. 0 T |
Hi s hand and touched him, saying o661 am wil/:/
| mmedi ately his | eprosy was cl eansed. And J
that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and

of fer the gift that Moses commanded, as a te

Why did the | eper say Alf You are willing. 0?7
willing to heal every sick and hurting person who came across his

path. Surely the leper knew that i Jesus had been min istering in

Israel for awhile now 1 surely the leper had heard of his reputation.

Had he ever turned down someone for healing?
You are willing.o0?

They were words of faith.

They said: | have no doubt you can do this. | know You are Who You
say You are. You are God. Only God could heal leprosy.

And they also said: I know | donét deserve
me anything.

And they finally said: | know someday | will be healed of this disease.

| know after | die | will no longer have this disease T at death, You will
heal me . But what 1 &dm asking i ®owif yYd&dum ar e
willing to wait wuntil the afterlifeébut | 6m

that now would be a good time for You.

And Jesus was willing. He touched him and healed him right then and
there. It was a good time for Jesus.

What are some of the prayer requests you bring to Jesus? Do you
come with this humble attitude of the leper? Do you ask if He is
willing? If the time is right for Him?

Make a list of the top 5 requests you have for Jesus today. At the top

of the page, write: Alf You Are Willingo.
way, your prayer life will change T it will be focused on Jesus, not on

you.
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If You Are Wi |

ngeé
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And then when the leper had been healed, Jesus charged him to
simply show himself to the priest (as proof he could enter society
again as a healthy man, and also as a testimony to the priest that
Jesus had healed him), but besides that to tell no one.

Why tell no one? Possibly Jesus was protecting the cleansed leper
T if the word got out that Jesus had healed him he might have been

in danger from those who hated Jesus i or he might not have been

able to make a living becau  se employers would be afraid to hire a
man associated with such a controversial person as Jesus i orhe

might have gained so much celebrity that he would have lost the
attitude of simple faith in the Healer.

Whatever the reason, Jeslkaboutiugdust sai d: ADon
start |living and working as a whole man. o
:5-13 |l f You are willingéJdJesus heals the cen
ANow when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a cen
pleading with Him, saying, 6Lord, my servant
paral yzed, dreadfully tormented. 0 And Jesus
and heal him. 6 The centurion answered and s

worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word,

and my servant will be heal ederauthérigor | al so

having soldiers under me. And | say to this
and to another, 6Come, 6 and he comes; and to
and he does it. o When Jesus heard it, He ma
who foll owed, 06As syaurlbadd nptfound sushagreatt o

faith, not even in Israel! And | say to you that many will come from

east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the

kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into

outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing

Jesus said to the centurion, 6Go your way,; a
so |let it be done for you. 6 And his servant

hour . 0O

What was so great about the centwmicobnds att.i

power Jesus had, and had no doubt He could use it from any place on
earth. He knew Jesus was God.
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And how did his attitude compare with the at
Jews? They had no intention of even considering that Jesus might be

God. Theywa nted only to discredit Hi mécertainly
for anything. The ruling Jews of the day were unbelievers. They said

they believed in God, but they didnot. It
realized who Jesus was.

If any of us come to Jesus wanting or needing something from Him,

but we dondt have an attitude of the fibowed
and not humblyéif we come demanding instead
to do what is besté.then we donét really kno
Not a one of us would appr  oach the Lord of the Whole Universe i the

maker of the Heavens and the Earth T the One who made us and gave

us our personalities, our breath, our very life - Not a one of us would

approach Him with an attitude i if we really saw Who He was.

We might f all to our faces. We might cry in fear. We might shake in
our boots. We might melt. We might look anywhere but in His eyes.
We might gratefully throw our arms around his footstool. But we
would not approach Him with an attitude.

Like the leper and like the centurian, we should approach our God with
Alf You are willingé. o And Al é&d&m not worthy f
houseée. 0

:14& 15 | f You are willingéldesusn-llweal s Peter 6s
AfANow when Jesus had come into Peterédés house,
mother lying sick with a fever. So he touched her hand, and the fever

| ef t her . And she arose and served them. o

Why was Pet erin-kwhdaedh er
Well, at least one reason she was healed was so that she could get up

out of bed, and serve her guests. Were you healed so that you could
serve? Have you been serving?
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:16 -17 | f You are willingéJdesus heals many

AWhen evening had come, they brought to Him
demon -possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed

all who were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah

the prophet, saying: O0He Hi mself took our i

~

sicknesses. 6 i

According to these verses, why is Jesus able to heal us? Besides
providing for our eternal salvation , What else did Jesus accomplish as
He hung on the cross?

If Jesus paid the price for our sicknesses, why is it that sometimes He
is Anot willingo to heal ? Why does He somet

Because Jesus0®6 healing of ourmaeeatrt hly bodi es
Every person Jesus healed eventually died. And most of them

probably were sick again sometime before they died. The healing was

not forever 1 because the healed were still living in temporary bodies.

So why heal at all? Because sometimes the h ealed one has a greater
chance to talk about Jesus and spread the word about Him. A new
opportunity to tell about salvation i which will last forever.

Jesus loved these people He healed. And He went to the cross in order

to take away their infirmities a nd sicknesses i f or ever . Thatds the
message which had to get out then. It s t he
out now.

If any of us need healing, and go to Jesus for it, we know that the
bigger picture is the iIimportant onge@.. The |
The big one will.

APPLICATION QUESTIONS:

1. Who are you more like?
a. Theleperé ol f you are willingo
b. The Cent umamaottveorthy for You to come to my
house. 0
c. Pet er 6s -iMb b W@et up and serve
d. The multitudes wh diNeedéngdhehagalealithg
even more than the little healing.
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2. Has the Lord ever healed you?

3. Why were you healed?

4. When you get to heaven you wondt have sickne:
anymore. What can you do now, in the midst of sickness or pain, that
you wonoét bdethenBl e t o

ATherefore by Him | et usacrifieepoftpraiscualtd y of fer t
God, that is, the fruit of our IHekpesss gi vi ng
13:15

Leviticus7:12 A This is the | aw of the sacrifice of

he shall offer to the LORD: If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he

shall offer, with the sacrifice of thanksgiving, unleavened cakes missed

with oil, unleavened wafers anointed with oil, or ¢ akes of blended flour
mi xed with oil .o

In Old Testament times, the Jewish people were given the privilege of
showing up at the temple and offering different sacrifices in order to
communicate with their God.

There was a sin offering T tocommunicate t he persondés under st ani
of the seriousness of sin. An animal had to die in order to pay for sin.

By making those offerings day after day, year after year, the Jewish

people communicated to the world that someday a Savior would die in

order to pay for  sin.

There was a trespass offering Tto communicate the personos
understanding that even sins committed unknowlingly still required a
price to be paid.

And there was a peace offering i orathank offering 1 to communicate

the person6s desire to thank God for His goo:
sweet -smelling cakes was made 1 something which cost the offerer

something T in order to rightly say thank you to the O ne Who gives all

good gifts.
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But in New Testament times the place to offer sacrifices was gone.

The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. And it was no longer

necessary, since the ultimate sin and trespass offering had been made

T Jesus Himself had died 0 nthe cross 1 and no sin offering ever had to
be made again. People simply needed to learn of this offering and

accept the gift of forgiveness from the Savior Who died and then rose

from the dead.

But the peace offering 1 or the thank offering T could st ill be made.

Not at the templeé.it was gone. But in the
book of Hebrews tells us that we can gratefully bring the sacrifice of

our lips to the Most Holy God and tell Him how much we appreciate His

good and perfect gifts.

fi T hredore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to

God, t hat i s, the fruit of our [|Hehvesvs gi ving
13:15

Why is that a sacrifice? Because someti mes
thank you at all. endtwes mesdchaedliicergwhdonbdt ¢
and still thank Hi m. ltds a sacrifice when
one, and still thank Hi m. ltés a sacrifice -

the deep grief, and still thank Him.

ATake words with yotuhe alnodr dr.et uSany ttoo Hi m, 06t a
all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifices of our

| i p sHosea 14:2,

Soét hatd6s what we can do her e, on this earth
able to do once we get to heaven. Thank the Lord, and praise

Hi méwhil e we stil]l l' ive in sinful, suffering

Al'f You are willingéwyobat i f r
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The Costs
Matthew Chapter 8:18 i 9:38 i Questions and Answers

Here are our discussion segments for Matthew 8:18 -34
1 8:18 -20 No home
T 8:21-22 No inheritance
T 8:23 -27 No plan
1 8:28 -34 No popularity
T 9:1-8 False accusations
T 99-13 Criticisms from your enemies
1 9:14 -17 Misunderstandings from your friends
1 9:18 -26 Non -stop needs
T 9:27 -31 Unheeded advice
1 9:32-34 Ruined reputation
T 9:35-38 Not enough help

At the end of the book of Matthew we who have decided to follow

Jesus are given our marching orders : nGo therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, tea ching them to observe all

things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age. o

We are told to go out into our world and tell people about Jesus, then
baptize them once they believe, and then teach them the Bible.

Simple. And rewarding. But there are tremendous costs.
What are the costs? Under each section there is space for you to jot
down your thoughts about that costéhave you

yourself or seen someone else experience it?

T 8:18 -20 No home

AAnd when Jesus saw great multitudes about F
command to depart to the other side. Then a certain scribe came and

said to Hi m, 6Teacher, I wi | | foll ow You whe
said to him, OFoxes have haleeests, buatde bi rds of
Son of Man has nowhere to | ay His head. 6 i
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T 8:21 -22 No inheritance

AThen another of His disciples said to Him,
bury my father. o But Jesus said to him, OFoO
bury theirownde ad. & n

1 8:23 -27 No plan

fiNow when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. And
suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was
covered with the waves. But He was asleep. Then His disciples came
to Him and awoke Him, saying, 6Lord, save us! We ar e
He said to them, O6Why are you fearful, O you
arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was great calm.
So the men marveled, saying, 6Who can this ©b

and the sea obey Him? 0
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i 8:28 -34 No popularity

fiWhen He had come to the other side, to the country of the

Gergesenes, there met Him two demon -possessed men, coming out of

the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.

Andsuddenly they cried out, saying, O6What hav
Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the

ti me?¢6 Now a good way off from them there w
feeding. So the demons begged odti m saying, O
permit us to go away into the herd of swine.
6Go. 0 So when they had come out, they went
And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep

place into the sea, and perished in the water. Then those who kept

them fled; and they went away into the city and told everything,

including what had happened to the demon -possessed men. And

behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw

Him, they begged him to depart from their r egion. i
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T 91-8 False accusations

AiSo He got into a boat, crossed over, and ca
behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus
saw their faith, He sai d t goodicheer,ypuar al yti c, 0

sins are forgiven you. 0 And at once some of
themselves, 6This man bl asphemes! 6 But Jesu
thoughts, said, O6Why do you think evil i n yo
easier to say, O6Yourousibnsorarteo fsaarygi WET iyse al
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to

forgive sinsdé, then he said to the paralytic
and go to your house. 0 And he arose and dep

when the multitu  des saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had
given such power to men. o

1T 9:9-13 Criticisms from your enemies

AAs Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man
at the tax office. And He said to him, O6Fol
followed Him. Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house,

that behold, many tax collectors and sinners ca me and sat down with

Him and His disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His

di scipl es, OWhy does your Teacher eat with t
When Jesus heard that,, He said to them, OTHh
need of a physician,  but those who are sick. But go and learn what

this means: o0l desire mercy and not sacrific

call the righteous, but sinners, to repentan
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T 914 -17 Misundertandings _ from your friends

AThen the disciples mgf shyhmggamaVhtyo dildi we an
Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do
them, 6Can the friends of the bridegroom mou
bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the

bridegroom will be taken away fr om them, and then they will fast. No

one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch

pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. Nor do

they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the

wine is spille d, and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine

into new wineskins, and both are preserved. 0

1 9:18 -26 Non - stop needs

AWhile He spoke these things to them, behol d
wor shiped Him, saying, O6My daamghndBy has | ust
Your hand on her and she wil/| l i ve. 0 So Jes
and so did His disciples. And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of
blood for twelve years came from behind and touched the hem of His

gar ment . For she soalyldnajttauchiie gasredt,1 , o1 f

shall be made well . 0 But Jesus turned aroun
He said, 6Be of good cheer, daughter; your f
And the woman was made well from that hour. When Jesus came into

t he r ul er 6mdsdwdhe Bue playars and the noisy crowd

wailing, He said to them, 6Make room, for th
sl eeping. 6 And they ridiculed HiI m. But whe
outside, He went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. And

thereport of this went out into all the |l and. o
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1 9:27 -31 Unheeded advice

AWhen Jesus departed from there, two blind n
out and saying, 6Son of David, have mercy on
come into the house, the blind men came to Him. An d Jesus said to

them, 6Do you believe that | am able to do t
060Yes, Lord. o Then He touched their eyes, sa
faith | et 1t be to you. o And their eyes wer
warned them, sayti nngo, otnSEe ek ntormas it . 6 But whe
departed, they spread the news about Him in

1 9:32 -34 Ruined reputation

AAs they went out, behold, they brought to F
demon -possessed. And when the demon was cast out, the mute

spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying,
this in |Israell!ld But the Pharisees said, OF

rul er of the demons. 60
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T 9:35-38 Not enough help

AThen Jesus went abouvilages, teaching mtheiri t i es and
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every

sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the

multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they

were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He

said to His disciples, O0The harvest truly
few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into

Hi s harvest. 6 0

APPLICATION QUESTIONS:

1. In each of the above scenarios, when the cost gets painful, what are
our normal reactions? How did Jesus react to each circumstance?

2. When you first decided to follow Jesus, did you realize the cost of
following Him?

w

4. Ifyougett o live another 10 years, do you still want to follow Jesus alll
those 10 years, no matter what the cost?
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Have you experienced some of the above fAcost .



