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Who We Are  



The zurBurg family 
 

Testimonies 
 

Kurt  
Although I was raised in a Christian home and committed my life to Jesus at age eleven, it was not until my 

high school years that my faith in God became real.  It was then that I realized the purpose and benefits of 

personal Bible study and prayer.  While attending Taylor University, my faith became very personal.  Now 

God and I are walking together not because I am told to, but because I choose to.  It is great to know and grow 

in the Lord. 

 

Rochelle 
I also grew up with parents who love and serve God.  At age twelve, I visibly saw God’s ability to answer 

prayer.  Through a friend’s experience, God showed me that I needed Him to turn from my selfish ways and 

to make Him Lord of my life.  This was the most precious day in my life and I am so grateful that God 

continues to help me grow in my walk with Him. 

 

Kayla 
I love life!  Any opportunity to interact with people brings me great joy.  I enjoy listening to music, hearing 

books read to me, reading, dancing, drawing, playing with my sister and soccer.  Mom and Dad are teaching 

me about God and I have lots of questions. 

Anna 
I love life too, and love to be a goofball!  I love listening to music, looking at books, riding my bike, playing 

soccer and playing with friends.  I am learning about Jesus’s love for me, and my relationship with Him is 

growing as I grow. 

 

Sierra 
Life is all about Mommy and Daddy.  As long as they are near, I love to interact with and smile at anyone 

who is nearby. 
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Background 
 

 

Kurt 
Received a BA in Biology & Math in 

secondary education from Taylor University 

 

Received a M.Div. in Missions from 

Columbia International University 

 

Cross-cultural experiences in:  Argentina, 

Ecuador, Japan, Canada, Russia and Ukraine 

 

2 years of Russian language and culture 

study in Krasnodar, Russia 

 

Ministry experience includes:  International 

Student Ministry, teaching adults and youth, 

Young Life leader, Evangelism leadership, 

Backyard Bible Club design and leadership, 

church planting in Krasnodar, Russia, board 

member for international missionary school 

in Moscow, Russia, Ministry area leader in 

Odessa, Ukraine. 

  

Enjoys soccer, guitar and pottery 

 

Taught Biology, Math, Physics, and 

Chemistry for 7 years in both public and 

private high school and middle school  

 

Currently involved in church planting in 

Odessa, Ukraine 

 

Birthday 3/22/72 

 

Kayla Birthday 11/21/99 

 

Anna  Birthday 10/16/02 

 

Sierra Birthday 11/20/07 

 

Rochelle 
Received a BA in elementary education 

from Grove City College 

 

Cross-cultural experience in:  Germany, 

Italy, Japan, Russia and Ukraine 

 

2 years of Russian language and culture 

study in Krasnodar, Russia 

 

Ministry experience includes:  International 

Student Ministry, teaching in children’s 

ministry, Backyard Bible Club design and 

leadership, church planting in Krasnodar, 

Russia. 

 

Enjoys baking, scrap booking and walking 

 

Taught conversational English both overseas 

and in America, as well teaching in 

elementary school for 4 years 

 

Currently involved in church planting in 

Odessa, Ukraine. 

 

Birthday 5/16/69 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our anniversary is 

June 29
th
, 1996 
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God’s Direction for us to Ukraine 
 

 

The greatest gift that we both received in 

life is God’s gift of salvation through 

faith in Jesus Christ.  Since our early 

days of salvation, God has been growing 

the life of Christ in us through His 

process of sanctification.  This process 

has led us to follow Him to Ukraine.  Let 

us share how God is working. 

 

God brings us together 

As we drove together one Saturday 

afternoon, the topic of marriage entered 

our conversation for the first time in our 

relationship.  Yes, it seemed a bit fast, 

but God was clearly directing us this 

way.  The strongest confirmation 

included God’s evident direction for 

both of us towards missions.  Our past 

separate experiences in missions 

weighed heavily on our hearts.  God had 

shown us more of His lost world.  We 

knew that we would be serving Him 

cross-culturally someday, but now 

together?  What a great idea! 

 

God moves us forward in ministry 

What next then?  Where should we go?  

What should we do?  With these two 

questions burning in our hearts, God 

continued to teach us to focus on staying 

close to Him and following Him in every 

step that He reveals to us.  “One step at a 

time” has become our motto for walking 

with God.  Each step has propelled us 

into exciting situations with wonderful 

opportunities to serve our Lord. 

 

 

God shows us His direction 

Knowing that God calls all of His 

children into faithful service, God does 

direct each believer to impact different 

parts of His vast world.  Where we fit 

into God’s global plan eventually 

became the next step to follow. 

The past several years has served 

sufficient time for our home church to 

develop a deep passion for ministry in 

Ukraine.  Yearly, short-term teams 

began.  Relationships grew.  The need 

became evident.  Ukraine needs a 

movement of healthy reproducing 

churches who can then reach 

surrounding countries with the life 

changing message of Jesus Christ.  

Several old and new Ukrainian churches, 

as well as churches in the United States, 

are linking together for the cause of 

spreading the gospel in southwestern 

Ukraine.  God has directed.  We simply 

are following His next step.  God’s 

direction for us is serving Him in 

Ukraine. 
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 Where Weôre 
Working  



Facts about Ukraine 

 

 

Capital:  Kiev 

Population:  47 million (2008 est.)   

Size:  233,088 sq. mi. (603,700 sq. km) – Slightly smaller than Texas 

Economy:  Ukraine was the most important economic component of the Former Soviet 

Union.  Its fertile black soil generated one-fourth of the Soviet agricultural output, 

providing meat, milk, grain and vegetables.  Its diversified heavy industries include coal, 

electric power, iron, machinery and transport equipment, chemicals and food processing 

(especially sugar).  

Climate: Temperate with precipitation disproportionately distributed, highest in west and 

north, lesser in east and southeast.  Winters vary from cool along the Black Sea to cold 

farther inland.  Summers are warm across the greater part of the country, and hot in the 

south.  
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People Profile 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethnic Groups:  Ukrainian 73%, Russian 22%,  

Jewish 1%, other 4%. 

Languages:  Ukrainian, Russian, Moldavian, 

Romanian, Polish, Hungarian.  

Age Structure: 

  0-14 years 18%    (1.04 males/females) 

16-64 years 68%  (0.92 males/females) 

65 and over 14 % (0.48 males/females) 

total population    (0.86 males/females) 

Population growth rate: -0.62%, 1.34 children 

born/woman, 9.54 births/ 1000 population, 

16.54 deaths/ 1000 population. 

Literacy: 98 % of population over age 15 can 

read and write. 

Religion:  Ukrainian Orthodox, Ukrainian 

Catholic, evangelical (2.74%), Judaism, and 

secularism. 

Missionary Ratio:  1:1,079,000 

 

 

 
 

Over the past several 
decades, the people of Ukraine and 
the entire Former Soviet Union 
were forced to submit to the 
Communist way or risk 
imprisonment, torture and even 
death.   

Seventeen years ago this 
regime and its iron grip were 
crushed.  What will the people of 
Ukraine do with their newfound 
freedom?   

The church in Ukraine has for 
many years been an underground 
church.  Public meetings were 
illegal or carefully monitored, and 
many churches were destroyed and 
believers martyred.  There is now a 
need to plant healthy reproducing 
churches that can carry the gospel 
to the surrounding regions and 
nations. So who will carry this 
message to where it is needed?   

The Harvest is 
great, but the 
laborers are few.  
Therefore pray to 
the Lord of the 
harvest to send out 
workers into His 
harvest. 
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What We Do 



Our Vision…to plant a network of reproducing 

churches in the Odessa region that will reach unreached groups 

of the 15 former Soviet Union countries and beyond, for God’s 

glory. 

 

The Outcome 

× Many Ukrainians come to Jesus Christ for salvation 

× A church-planting movement throughout Southern Ukraine 

× Multiplication and training of several new Ukrainian church planters 

× Sending of Ukrainian missionaries to surrounding regions and nations 

× God is glorified throughout 

The Means 

Grassroots church planting as well as partnering with Ukrainian 

church planters. 

Teamwork 

Our team consists of one experienced church planting family and our younger family.  We have a 

second team which is led by a Tajik family, a Ukrainian team and a single American woman.  We 

have already developed good synergy and are looking to add to our team as God provides. 
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Overview of TEAM Ukraine 
 

The History 

TEAM Missionaries.  TEAM currently has one missionary in Odessa, Ukraine, sent in 1995, and two other 

families who have moved to Odessa within the past 6 years. 

Ministries.  TEAM’s ministry in Ukraine focuses on two areas:  

1) Church planting  

2) Training of church planters 

The Need 

Church Planting.  Ukraine is in dire need of healthy reproducing churches who can reach their own and send 

their own to reach other people groups. 

The Objective 

TEAM Ukraine focuses in two church planting initiatives in Odessa.  One initiative is on the north side of Odessa 

(called the Field of Miracles) and our group is in a southern region called Tairova.   This region of Odessa has 

over 400,000 people living within its borders and very little church presence.  We are working in 

partnership with the largest church presence in all the former Soviet Union – the Baptist Union.  

While desiring to honor their leadership, and maintaining our church planting values, we are 

planting a healthy church with the DNA for further church growth.   
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Who is Sending Us 



Introduction to  

 
Purpose 

The purpose of Immanuel Church (Immanuel) is to help people take one step forward in their 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

History in Ukraine 

Immanuel is committed to seeing people grow in their relationship with the Lord throughout the 

world.  In 1995, Immanuel sought a relationship with a church in Ukraine in order to accomplish 

this purpose in another country.  Immanuel sent a team of adults for the first time to Ukraine to 

help with the construction of a church.  What resulted was a lasting relationship.  Since 1995, 

Immanuel has sent teams each year for the purpose of helping people of Ukraine come to know 

and grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Direction for Ukraine ï The 50/10 Plan 

Immanuel believes that God is directing them towards what they have called the 50/10 plan.  

Immanuel is trusting God to use them, and other church partners, to plant a minimum of fifty 

churches in Southern Ukraine over the next ten years.  This is something only God can do. 

Objectives 

Immanuel had identified five key objectives for its ministry in Ukraine: 

1. To encourage and strengthen the body of Christ in Ukraine for ministry. 

2. To work in cooperation with the national church in Ukraine as a catalyst for the spread of 

the gospel and establishment of local churches. 

3. To participate in the construction of Houses of Prayer (church buildings). 

4. To develop church leaders. 

5. To encourage church planting in the Odessa region and beyond. 

Immanuel is committed to sending our family to further the ministry that God has begun in 

Ukraine.  Immanuel serves as a source of leadership, prayer, encouragement, and financial 

support for our family.  Immanuel views us as an extension of their congregation to be used of 

God in the country of Ukraine.  We are accountable both to the leadership and objectives of 

Immanuel as well as TEAM Ukraine.  Immanuel would also like to see us used in any possible 

way to strengthen partnering churches towards an awareness and participation in making 

disciples of every nation. 
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Introduction to TEAM 

 
Purpose 

TEAM (The Evangelical Alliance Mission) is an evangelical, non-denominational, 

international mission whose purpose is to help churches send missionaries to establish 

reproducing churches among the nations, to the glory of God. TEAM has over 700 

missionaries serving in more than 40 countries. 

Vision 

To work together to reproduce the body of Christ wherever the most people have the greatest 

need. 

Doctrinal Foundation 

TEAM’s current statement of faith (available on request) is the best understanding of the 

teachings upon which the purpose and vision are based upon. Although we must adapt and live 

in a world that is constantly changing, the Word of God never changes. 

Values 

¶ Committed to church planting  

¶ Offer worldwide ministry opportunities  

¶ Operate as a faith mission  

¶ Promote family atmosphere  

¶ Team concept  

¶ Emphasize prayer as the foundation of all missions work  

¶ Partner with national believers  

¶ Partner with North American churches to send missionaries  

¶ Innovative leadership  

¶ Provide comprehensive care for missionaries  

¶ Maintain financial stability and integrity  

¶ Focus on reaching unreached peoples  

Function 

Churches are responsible to identify and send those whom God directs toward missions.  While 

some can send missionaries without help, many churches can more effectively contribute to the 

fulfillment of the Great Commission by working together. TEAM serves churches by 

facilitating the training, placement, sending, and evaluation processes.  TEAM’s heartbeat is to 

assist local churches in bringing the gospel to every tribe, tongue and nation. 
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How Can We Serve Your Church? 
 

The possibility of serving your church in any way excites us.  Helping your church begin or 

continue to grow as World Christians is what we are particularly interested in.  We enjoy 

engaging in phone and e-mail conversations as well as sending out our quarterly snail mail 

entitled “z-mail” with the purpose of keeping people well informed about both our family 

and ministry in Ukraine.  While we are on home assignment, we are glad to partner with 

churches in any way such as presentations, teaching, preaching, or home groups to further 

help develop people’s hearts to grow in their love for God and to see the Gospel spread to 

all people of all nations. 
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Partnering With Us 
Prayer  

We view you as partners in this ministry to Ukraine.  We need your prayer support for 

so many aspects of our life and ministry in Ukraine.  We will keep you informed 

through regular prayer letters and occasional e-mails. 

Encouragement  

While living in Ukraine, we seek to keep close ties to friends and family members.  We 

also seek to keep up with life in North America.  Please consider being part of our 

lifeline by calling or by sending letters, articles, etc.  Consider sending a team to help in 

ministry in Ukraine.   

Financial  

There is a great amount of resources we need to minister Ukraine.  Here are our financial 

numbers: 

  

Monthly 

  

Living Allowance 3,580   

Work Funds 1,061   

Benefits 910   

Housing 750   

Home office fees 516   

MK Education 203   

Travel to/from field 280   

Field ministry fund 100   

Total $7,400   

    

Current Support Levels: 

¶ Monthly need $1,100/month  

¶ One-time need to build up our ministry fund for new found ministry 

opportunities as we return $5,000  
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Questions and Answers about 

Missionary Support 
 

What percentage of my contribution will be used for home office expenses? 
TEAM does not “tax” contributions.  Part of the support to be raised by missionaries is a fixed amount that is 

used by TEAM to provide a number of services for the missionaries.  Once this fixed amount is raised, every 

cent of every contribution goes into the missionary’s support account.  The present amount to be raised is 

$516 per month for a family. 

 

Why are salaries different for each field?   
TEAM purchases a goods and services index for each of the fields from a company that 

specializes in international compensation and has worked with mission groups for years.  By 

applying this index TEAM ensures that each missionary has equivalent buying power. 
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References 
 

 

Pastor Dean Parham – Senior Pastor  

Immanuel Church 
325 104th Street, Holland, MI 49423   

(616) 392-1814 

 

Terry Dischinger – TEAM Senior Director for Eurasia 
PO Box 969,  

Wheaton, IL 60187    

(800) 343-3144 

 

For Further Information  

Please Contact 
 

 

Kurt or Rochelle zurBurg 
 

Current address while on home assignment in America 

21 Princeton Ct. 

Zeeland, MI  49464 

(616)879-0755 

 

krzurburg@yahoo.com 
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